Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




i 




THE STORY OF THE SANTA FE 
By Glbnm D. Bbadlet 

THE GENTLE PIONEERS 
By R. H. Babnwbll 

TEDB AWAKENING OF THE 
DESERT. By Juuui C. Bn»B 

TENDERFOOT DAYS 
By Gbobqs R. Bibd 

OLD SEATTLE 
By Gbobob R. Bibd 



nCSABD Q. »ATMMip^ FUBLIBRBBt BOSTON 



[E STORY OF THE 
SANTA FE 



f GLENN DANPORD BRADLEY 

la Pnfettor of Hitlorv, Toledo Uninertitj/ 




BOSTON 

JCHARD G. BADGER 

THB QOBBAU PRESS ' 



-I a^ 



J 



COFTBIGHT, 1020, BY RiGHARD G. BaDGBB 



All RighU Rewrved 



We wish to acknowledge the courtesy of the Editor 
of The Santa Fe Magazine through whose kind per* 
mission the illustrations in this book are used- 



273173 






• • • - 









' : *. 



• • 



• • •• 

• • • 

• • • 



••• 






• • • 






Made in the United States of America 



Hie Goifaam Press, Boston, U. S. A. 



ALBERT ALONZO ROBINSON 

tm Tor^^ Kamsu (HHsiaAM. '80). 
Oct. si, 1B44— Not. 7. IBIB 

A QBB&T ENGINXKB, A GKKAT H»Ttnft*n BUILDEB, 

A KASTSR HAN. AND WITHAL A TRDS-HKARTU) 

GINTLEHAN AND DEVOTED FRIEND— 

TBI8 TOLnUE IS HDUBLY 

DEDICATED 



PREFACE 

The Sftsta Fe Kailroad added an industrial empire to the 
"riited States. It has been mainly responsible for the coloa- 
ng, deTelopinent, and perraanent occupancy of the greater 
rtioD of that vast region included within the present UmitB 
■' Kansas, Southern Colorado, Oklahoma, Texas, New 
iltiico, Arizona, and much of Cahfornia. 

As is perhaps commonly known, the Santa Fe System 

ranks with the foremost of the transcontinental railroads, 

which lines have made possible the occupation and the reten- 

'inn of the entire great West, For without the efficient and 

ipid transportation which these splendid railways have pro- 

liL-d, it is hardly conceivable that this Union of States as 

--'. know it could exist. Situated at a great distance from 

' older and more populous re^ons in the Missouri and 

' I L!!gissippi Valleys, that vast area beyond the Rocky Moun- 

-\liiA, aa well as the Pacific Coast, would almost inevitably 

ive drifted away from the Union due to the mere force of 

tttonalism were it not for the tremendous cohesion which 

jt Western railways have exerted. In fact it is not unrea- 

'[;ab!e to believe that the Pacific Coast might to-day be in 

.e hands of some other power had it not been for the rapid 

■ elopment of American railway transportation. 

e story of the Santa Fe is fraught with romance, as I 

I the subsequent pages of this book will prove. Follow- 

e route of the famous old Santa Fe trail, this railroad 

I steadily onward until to-day it is one of the 

Id's greatest railroad systems. And the Santa Fe it 
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8 Preface 

great because of the imagination and pro]^etic foresight a 
a very few leaders. In fact the phenomenal success of thi 
corporation is directly due to four men: Cyrus K. HoUidaj 
the projector and founder of the enterprise; William B 
Strong, an indomitable and far-sighted leader; Albert j 
Robinson, one of the greatest civil engineers and railrou 
builders of the age; and Edward F. Kiploj, who has aWj 
rounded out tlie ambitions of his predecessors, who hsi 
welded the Santa Fe properties into a powerful and compact 
system, and who is now one of the leading railway cxecutirt 
of the country. 

Commencing with the Santa Fe trail, I have brought tbi 
story down to the year 1887. From tlie reader's stand 
point there are a number of good reasons for concluding thi 
narrative in 1887. It was in this year that the Santa 
built its bne into Chicago and thereby became a transconti 
nental system; it was in 1887 that tlie passage of 1 
Interstate Commerce Act marked a new era in railroad hi» 
torj; and it was in this year that the Santa Fe complete 
the colonizing of its land-grant. In fact the really interest 
ing and romantic history of the road ends with this eventfa 
date when the system attained substantially to its presei 
size. Wliat follows after 1887 is largely a study in corpora 
tion finance dealing so much as it does with the consoUdatim 
of properties, refunding of corporate debts, rate probleml 
State versus Federal control, taxes, etc. Hence my reai 
for ending this story with the year 1887. 

Securing the materials and writing this book have 1 
no easy task. My special thanks are due to Messrs. GeQ 
Root and Wm, Bacon of the Kansas Historical Society, I 
the staff of the Colorado State Library, to Mr. Edward L 
Copeland, Secretary-Treasurer, and Mr. Wm. E. Boile] 
General Auditor, respectively, of the Santa Fe Railway Ofc 
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to Mr. John E. Frott, former Land CommiMioner, and to 
Mr. Albert A. RobiiUQii, fozmer Vice Freaident and Quef 
Engiiwcr of thi* corporation, to Mr. Chaa. Holliday, son of 
the late Cyras HcJliday, and to Frofessort C. H. Van l^ne 
and J. S. Reeres of the Unirenity of Mirhigan. 
Toledo, Ohio, 
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THE OLD S&NTA FE TttAII. 

AT the end of Jane, 191*, the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe Railwaj' Company owned or controlled 
U^Git miles of railroad, extending with numerous branches 
I feeder lines from Chicago to San Diego. It had tcmi- 
lis at Denver, at El Paso on the Mexican border, and at 
ivestoD on the Gulf of Mexico. Extending northward to 
; Angeles and throu^ the rich valleys of California, it 1 

.^'l reached the Bay of San Francisco. Here its great ' 
janaiTe force had been retarded but slightly; for crossing 

.'-- Bay it had plunged into a wilderness, and in cooperation 
h the Southern Pacific a great but friendly rival had 
'lied beyond through the forests of Northern California 
irly to the Oregon boundary. In the South it had crossed 
laa three times and, advancing eastward into Louisiana, 

- i nrriTed within striking distance of New Orleans. This i 
iipany, which represents a corporate investment of over j 

^^2,000,000, had for the year ending June 30, 1917, a 

■ is income of over $156,000,000; for the preceding year 
ier less favorable crop conditions its income was in excess 

^r $]ss,ooo,ooo. 

The parent line of this ^reat railroad was preceded more | 
I 17 I 
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than fifty yo^l* "by a wagon road — the old Santa Fe trai 
This remarkable highway, the forerunner of one of America 
greates^i- railway systems, played a Tital part in Americi 
expagsroiii for it opened the entire Southwest to traders a 
emigrants from the Missouri Valley and the more thiclc 
settled districts farther east. It was along the Santa 1 
. trail that General Stephen W. Kearny's army marched 
1846 on its way to the conquest of New Mexico. Fami 
as an early trade route and as a route of military conquei 
the importance of the Santa Fe trail did not cease with ti 
occupation and annexation of New Mexico, where it fir| 
terminated. At once it became a highway of colooizatio 
After the Mexican War came thousands of emigrant wago; 
with traders and land-hungry settlers, some to locate 
Colorado and New Mexico; others to push on through t 
Gila and Mojave deserts to Southern California, tliere ( 
help rear anotlier great commonwealth. And finally it Wl 
the railroad of which this book will tell that transfon 
the trail into a modern steel thoroughfare tliat serrea ' 
bind to the Mississippi Valley one of our grandest geogra^ 
cal divisions, the great Southwest. 

The Santa Fe trail crossed the Missouri River near li 
present site of Kansas City and took a southwesterly couT 
through Council Grove, Kansas, to the Arkansas Rive 
Reaching the Arkansas at its intersection with Walni 
Creek, near the present town of Great Bend, the trail f<w 
lowed the Big Bend of the river west and southwest for oo 
hundred and thirty-five miles, past tJie liistoric Pawnee Roc 
near the present village of that name, past the site i 
Lamed to a point on the Arkansas a little east of Dodg 
City, where, in 1864, Fort Dodge was erected. Here 1 
road forked. One branch passed south and west dircetl 
across the plains to the CimarroD River, ascended i 
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n^un for EOnic distance, and, again striking across the 
WoM in the snmc gtiicral direction, led past the Rahbit Ear 
^-^undSf the Santa Clara and Moro Creeks, and entered New 
■iiico at Las Vegas. 
The other fork, which was more commonly follnwed, con- 
:iij«l along the north bank of the Arkansas to Bent's Fort, 
: Lilorado, in tlie present vicinity of La Junta, and thence 
ran soiitliward across the Purgatoire River,* over the Raton 
Mountains, along the eastern hose of the Taos and Santa 
F( ranges and rejoined the Cimarron or "Dry" route near 
Las Vegas. Continuing still south and west the Glorietas 
■ere crossed by a devious roate, and, because of the moiin- 
Ijinous country, Santa Fe was approached from the south- 
■■lii. The entire route of the trail from Great Bend along 
■;iv Valley of tlie Arkansas through Colorado and Nortliem 
New Jllexico to Santa Fe is to-day followed with consider- 
able exactness by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railroad. 

ITntil 1846 two distinct civilizations existed in what is 

T\.-Mf Southern United States. From the Atlantic seaboard 

■ilward through Texas the American occupation had 

livanced and was still advancing. Beyond Texas what is 

- iw our Southwest was Mexican territory with the decadent 

ivllization of Old Spain. The great commercial center of 

'.jU region, then Northern Mexico, was Santa Fe. Between 

iii quaint old city and the Missouri River lay rugged 

'untaiiii, and the vast prairies some six hundred miles in 

'kith. And fliis "Great American Desert," as it was long 

ifli^ had proved an eifectual barrier to the intermingling 

f U)c jieoples of New Mexico with those of the United 

states. 

About 1536 the Spanish Explorer Cabeca dc Voca ap- 

*CoQoqidatl5 calUd both Turgatory* and "Plcketiwire." 
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pears to have traversed the Arkansas Valley, following the 
route of the future Santa Fe trail into New Mexico at least 
' to Las A'cgas. Tlmn, across the plains of what now is Kan- 
sas, came Vasquez de Coronado, probably in 15+0-41, in his 
romantic search for the mythical Seven Cities of Cibola and 
the elusive Kingdom of Quivera. Likewise it appears that 
into this same region come Luis de ^Inscoso who succeeded 
to the command of Ferdinand de Soto's ill-fated expediticH 
These adventures were probably barren of direct results, yet 
tlicy won for their leaders the honor of having been the first 
Europeans to reach the heart of the North Ameiican Conti* 
n^nt; and the fascinating record of romantic hardshipa 
which these fortune-seekers left, doubtless incited fresh i 
terest and challenged Spanisli courage to renewed efforts in 
the years that followed. 

The next recorded expedition that crossed the plains by 
the Santa Fe trail route was a caravan of some fifteen hun- 
dred Spaniards^men, women, and children — which set out 
from Santa Fe eastward in 1716 to found a military colony 
in the Upper Mississippi Valley. Their purpose waa to 
resist further encroachments of the French in that region, 
which country Spain desired. This enterprise came to 
nought, as nearly all the party were treacherously masB*- 
cred by the Missouri Indians — a tribe that has long since 
vanished — which then occupied the territory of what now i 
£astem Kansas. 

Aside from these unfortunate undertakings it appeal! 
that no wliite men attempted to cross the prairies until tl 
nineteenth century. 

Meanwhile, Don Juan de Onate had founded the city f 
Santa Fe on the site of an Ancient Indian Pueblo,* in Jnlyi 

'TTie tetm Puebh l« boHi general and speciflp in its appIieaHon. 
may mcaa any characteristic Indioa town of adobe dwellings in Uk 
Southwest. In the plural it may refer to a collection of these tomu or 
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d in January of the following jear he conquered the 
OAtire inliobitRnta of New Mexico.' In 1599 the provincial 
government of Mexico sent reinforcements to secure the 
country ; precious metala were discovered shortly afterward, 
and by 1640 New Mexico had become a Spanish Colony of 
tome importance, with Santa Fe — the city of "holy faith" — 
as its seat of governiaent. The period from 1600 to 1680 waa 
in general characterized by Spanish colonizing effort to- 
gether with zealous missionary work among the various 
Indian tribes. About the middle of the 17th century the 
Indians, angered by tliis over-K^nergctic miseionary zeal 
and the consequent persecutions inflicted upon them by 
the Spanish priesthood, began a scries of revolts; and in 
1680 tlicse ditiorders culminated in a. grand outbreak in which 
nearly all Spaniards were killed or driven from New Mexico. 
Priesta, who were the special object of Indian hatred, were 
murdcrtd indiscriminately wherever found. For twelve years 
the Pueblo nations were the virtual masters of the region. 
Clurchea, monasteries, the Governor's palace and the official 
records at Santa Fe — every destructible trace of Spanish 
occupation, civil and ecclesiastical, was obliterated. Finally, 
afl«r some abortive attempts, the Spaniards under Don 
'"■■go de Vargas gained a foothold in 1692, and in October 
•he following year entered Santa Fe in triumph, making 
i rcconquest of New Mexico complete. A considerable 
rber of Spam'sh settlers returned, and for over a century 
■* Mexico, under Castilian governors, was comparatively 
j_t as an outlying province of Mexico. Save for occa- 
nal Indian raids there were no wars. 
In 1796 a census taken by the Franciscan Fathers showed 



'r.By deslfnatc the general class of Indians who dwell fn towns. 
, .in, it is the name bonie by a well known tribe in New Mexico. 
' UrifiaslI; called La Ciudad d« la 3a*ta Ft dt Sou Fraitdfoo— Cttf 
^4kE H0I7 Faith of St. Praodji. 
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haJf-un willingly to go to Santa Fe on the pretext that O 
crnor Alencaster desired to see them. The trip, which beg 
on the S6tli, was made without incident, the capital bea 
reached on March 3rd. Pike describes Santa Fe as a c 
a mile in length and about three streets wide, built oE 
creek. "Its appearance from a distance Btruck my mi 
with the same effect as a fleet of flat boats which are » 
in the spring and fall seasons descending the Ohio. Tb 
are two churches, the magnificence of whose steeples fomii 
striking contrast to the miserable appearance of the hous 
On the north side of the town is the square of soldiers' houi 
equal to ISO or liO on each flank. The pubhc square is 
the center of the town, on the north side of which is situal 
the palace or Government house, with the quarters for \ 
guards, etc. The other side of the square is occupied by 1 
clergy and public ofHces. In general, the houses have a at 
before the front, some of which have a flooring of brick; i 
consequence is that the streets are very narrow, say in gi 
eral 25 feet. The supposed population is 4,500." 

Although courteously received. Pike was cross-examii 
by the Governor, who then ordered him and his men to p| 
cced under an armed escort to the Command ant -General 
Chihuahua. This journey far into Old Mexico began 
March 5th, and Chihuahua was reached April Snd. En rou 
Pike was much impressed by the sight of two large tradj 
caravans, laden with goods for New Mexico. In Chihuoh 
the Americans were detained some weeks, but during ti 
time they were hospitably entertained. General Salcedo, I 
Commandant, examined Pike's official papers and request 
him to write a short account of his travels, presumably 
elucidate Pike's rcijorts. On the 28th of April the pal 
were sent eastward again under Spanish escort to Nate 
toches, the nearest American post. The long and tiresa 
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journey across Mexico and Tcxa^ was somewhat relieved 
by the cordial treatment they enjoyed from time to time 
W Spanish gentry or rancheros. At San Antonio they were 
cordially received by Don Antonio Cordero and Don Simonde 
Hcrrara, governors of Texas and Coahnila and of the King- 
ilom of New Leon,^ respectively, "whose super-excellent qual- 
ities would require the pen of a master to do justice." 
Natchitoches was safely reached on July 1st, and Pike's 
hiitoHc expedition had ended. 

It was the published account of this expedition, the details 
«f which otherwise would be of no importance here, that gave 
tbe initial impulse to the trade movement over the Santa Fe 
tniL This document has been of singular importance. It 
mealed to the people of the United States, on unquestion- 
■Ue authority, the remarkable commercial opportunities to 
b» had in far-off New Mexico and beyond. It excited the 
nipiditj of the American frontier traders ; ere long a definite 
Ese of communication was established between Santa Fe 
■nd the llL'ssouri border towns. And this commercial inva- 
doD was a long step toward the military occupation and 
pcnaanent acquisition of this territory by the United States, 
forty years later. 

In passing, it may be well to note briefly some of the more 
eoiupicuouB pioneer efforts in the Santa Fe trade. In the 
J«ar 181S a small caravan in charge of about a dozen men 
*■• equipped under the direction of Messrs. McKnight, 
Btard and Chambers. Following Pike's directions, this 
pvty finally reached Santa Fe, only to meet serious trouble. 
It happened that two years before, a patriotic chief, Hidalgo, 
luul n-voU*d and declared Mexico independent of Spain, 
Tins outbreak failed; Hidalgo was executed in 1811, and 
Spanish royalists at once became intensely suspicious of 
UcsicAn provbces under tbe Spanish regime. 
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all strangers or foreigners. McKnight, Beard, Cliamb«rs, 
and partj, doubtless ignorant of this stato of afTairs, were at 
OHce seized as spies on arriving at the capital. Their goods 
were confiscated, and the unfortunate traders were then hur- 
ried to Chihuahua and thrust into prison. Here they were 
confined for nine years, until Iturbide finally established the 
independence of Mexico in 1821. Returning to the United 
States, these men, so impressed were they with the business 
prospects in New Mexico, at once began to fit out a new 
expedition. 

Likewise in 1812 a Captain Becknell with only four com- 
panions made a successful trip to Santa Fe, where they sold 
their goods at a large profit. For some reason or other the 
Spaniards did not molest this party. Leaving his men in 
Santa Fe, Becknell returned to Missouri with glowing re- 
ports of the trading prospects he had found. Since up to 
this time, as we have seen, New Mexico had been receiving 
all her goods by the enormously expensive caravan routes 
from the distant southern provinces; and since common cali- 
coes sold in Santa Fe for two and three dollars a vara (a 
Spanish yard of 33 inches), it is not to be wondered that 
thrifty American merchants began to take keen interest in 
the overland trade. 

Following BeckncU's return, a Colonel Cooper with a bond 
of about fifteen men made a trip to Taos with several thou- 
sand dollars' worth of merchandise. About a month after 
Cooper's party had left, Becknell started on his second tripi 
this time with some thirty men end a five thousand dollar 
assortment of goods. On reaching the "Caches" on the 
upper Arkansas not far from Dodge City, Becknell con- 
ceived the bold plan of avoiding the longer route through 
Colorado and striking directly across country to Santa Pe. 
While, as has been mentioned, this Cimarron or Dry Route 
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liter cunc to be used considerably, its course, though direct, 
'\i then unknoim. Finally, after two days' march, the 
rairie travelers nearly died of thirst before reaching the 
jmarron River. They were glad to retrace their steps to 
■'■'^ Arkansas, whence they proceeded with more caution to 
I'aos, whither they were glad to divert their journey to avoid 
further risk and delay. ^Vliile tliese overland traders suffered 
many hardships, the topography of the route soon became 
to well known that Uttle difficulty was afterwards ex- 
perienced through lack of water. 

In IftSS, Beard and Chambers, having returned to 
United States, persuaded some St. Louis capitalists to 
osoce a new expedition of moderate size. As the 
now far advanced it was unsafe to attempt the trip befur»1 
the following spring; but undismayed, and lured on by the 
hope of large pro6ts, the little party set forth. Overtaken by 
a big snowstorm while on the Arkansas in Southwest Kan- 
MS, they were obliged to take shelter on an island in the river. 
Here, because of a violent winter, they were compelled to 
remain three months, during which interval most of their 
'^'irk ■animals perished. With the opening of spring they 
I solved to cache their goods, go on to Taos for fresh mules 
iriil return for their property. This plan was actuaJly 
< tirried out and a financial disaster was thus averted. 

ITre cache,' tliough first used by the Canadian Frendll 
'waders and trappers, was occasionally resorted to along 
"inta Fe trail. A cache was made by digging a Urge 1 
Imped much hkc a cistern. The earthen wall.i were tl« 
iiuj with slicks or dry grass to protect the contents of the 
il from dampness. Here goods were concealed, the open- 
ii;; was closed so as to shed rain, and this improvised store- 
' l-um: proved quite satisfactory. To guard against dami 
' Cmti* meant in Spanish a place of concealtnent. 
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from floods the cache was usually located on a slight eleT»- 
tion. Lest thieving Indians might be attracted to the spot, 
the plainsmen used much skill in concealing its whereabouts. 
To that end, the loose earth taken from the hole was always 
removed some distance, and if a stream were near, it was 
thrown into the water. The opening of the pit would then 
be carefully sodded. If no green turf were to be had, a camp- 
fire would be built upon the site or animals penned over it 
so as to remove all signs of the hidden storehouse. 

A history of the Santa Fe trail really divides itself into 
three parts: (1) the pack-mule period, 181«-18S4; (S) the 
ox-wagon period, 1821-1848; and (3) the stage-coach 
period, 1848-1872. Prior to 1822, expeditions over the 
trail were relatively small and individual enterprises. It waa 
not until caravans began to make the trip in 1822 that the 
real Santa Fe trade began, 

The mule-train so long employed in Latin- American coun- 
tries was a picturesque means of transportation. Ameri- 
cans often carried goods on mule-back during the early de- 
cades of the last century, yet the mule-train in the South- 
west was of Spanish or Mexican origin. The pack train 
was called ah atajo in Spanish; the pack mule was the 
mule de cargo. In starting, the saddle or aparejo, which 
was a large pad of leather nearly square and stuffed with 
hay, was thrown over the animal's back. Under this aparejo 
had been placed a sheepskin or galea to prevent chafing; and 
over the tulea was a saddle cloth or xerga, usually of 
bright color, which covered the back and extended half way 
down the sides. To prevent its slipping the aparejo waa 
lashed very tightly to the mule; and to render it still moie 
secure, this saddle was equipped with a large crupper. The 
carga, if a single package, was laid across the aparejo; bat 
if the load comprised two packages they were placed length- 
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't- side by side snd being coupled with a cord were bound 
; in the pack saddle with a long rope of sea grass or raw- 

x- whirh was tightly entwined about the packages. The 
.rya was then covered with a storm cloth for protection 

(•j{min«t bad weather. The load of » jnule de carga was about 
tliRc hundred pounds. The caravan or atajo numbered from 
*Tfty to two hundred mules and made from twelve to fifteen 
,iies during a day's journey, which lasted five or six hours 
■i was made without stopping. Since a mule will generally 
down when tired, and in such a case it was difficult or 
[<o6siblc to get a loaded mule onto its feet, no rest was 
I'.ti-mpted until the jomado or day's journey was completed. 
' Wliile CD the move, the arrieros or muleteers were busy keep- 
I mg the aparejoi — which were always slipping — in place. 
' .About six drivers were required for each fifty mules. Mexi- 
'■] arrierot were paid from two to five dollars per month, to- 
.iher with rations consisting of corn and frijolei, native 

IMUU. While en route, the cook led the procession with the 
wUtra or bell-mare. At night, the animals were turned loose 
to browse in charge of a watchman called the laranero. The 
' nVIingbdl worn by the muSera kept the animals from stray- 
n^- and because of their strange attachment for the bell- 
;ir», tethers and hopples were quite unnecessary, provided 
■itile Indians were not prowling about. Such was the 
!>fxican pack train. And while Americans may have made 
rae slight modifications, it was after this general fashion 
■ «t the commerce of the Southwest was transported down 
'•' 1824. The mule-train is still common in Latin America. 
'fWt same year, the first really large caravan in charge 
' about eighty Missourians, some of them men of promi- 
■nee, set out for Santa Fe with a shipment valued at more 
Ihtn $25,000.00. While certain members of this expedition 
midayed pack mules, twenty-five vehicles, together with 



80 



The Story of the Santa Fe 



road-wagons, carts and carria^s, were incJuded in the out- 
fit. The trip was a commercial success, and it demonstrated 
the practicability of using wagons in the trade. While sev- 
eral years elapsed before wealthy men Invested heavily, thia 
experiment of 1824 marked an epoch in the history of the 
trail. Whereas, down to this time the trade had been char- 
acterized by individual enterprises, by small merchants who 
bought goods and transported tliem independently, the 
second period witnessed the growth of soimdly organized' 
companies lliat sent out long wagon trains and did business 
as common carriers. And until the coming of the railroads 
fifty years later. New Mexico was to receive her merchandise 
through this means of transportation. During the period 
1884-1848 the overland trade passed from isolated random 
enterprise into a capitalistic business. This was due to nat- 
ural causes. By 1824 the Mexican Government, encour- 
aged by the prospect of big tariff rc^'cnues from the overland 
wagons, assumed a half friendly attitude. Traders coidd 
now enter New Mexico without fear of being arrested as spiea 
or smugglers. With this restraint taken away, capital wa( 
naturally attracted to the enterprise by the profits which 
it offered. And finally, it is tlie inevitable tendency of the 
transportation business to grow larger. 

By 1824 the importance of the Santa Fe trade was such 
as to attract the attention of Congress. In January, 1825, 
Senator T. H. Benton introduced a bill into the Senate 
authorizing the President to appoint a commission to sumy 
the route from the Missouri River to the boundary line of 
New Mexico, whence in conjunction with the Mexican Gov- 
ernment the road was to be extended to Santa Fe, Signittj 
this bill was one of the last official acts of President Jai 
Monroe, and his successor, John Quincy Adams, attempted 
a good faith to carry the bill into effect. August 10^ ISStSf 
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Messrs. Reeves, Sibley and Mathers, who were commissioned 
bj the President to lay out the trail, met with some bands 
of Osages and concluded a treaty whereby these Indians 
ftffreed to allow citizens of the United States and Mexico to 
pass through their domains unmolested in the pursuit of 
trule. Before the end of the year an expedition under 
Major Sibley had commenced marking the route, which work 
though never completed was pursued intermittently for three 
vcars. The Government, however, failed to effect an under- 
itandtng with the Comanches, Kiowas, Cheyenne s, and 
Pawnees far out on the plains, and these warlike tribes soon 
brgvi to make raids upon the prairie commerce. Yet the 
business went on and the traders continued to follow the trail 
through the Arkansas Valley, relying upon their own weap- 
ons and the scanty protection of a detachment of troops. 

lo 18S9 the Indians had become so serious a menace that 
the Federal Government, on petition from the traders, de- 
taDed three companies of infantry and one of riflemen under 
Major Bennett Riley to escort the big annual caravan from 
Franklin, Missouri, to Choteau's Island on the Mexican 
border. This was well and good, but there was never any 
piarontee that Mexico would police her end of the trail, and 
no there was always risk. Besides, a few companies of 
troopa could do little more than protect wagon trains im- 
mediately under their care. So swift and sudden were Indian 
kttarks that the smaller caravans were always in danger 
while passing through hostile Indian country. The history 
fif (tie Santa Fe trail abounds with stories of Indian raids, 
pillage and bloodshed, Tliis was probably inevitable. The 
fierce prairie tribes naturally resented the intrusion into 
their country by the great caravans. And again, the wanton 
crimes which reckless white men frequently committed upon 
the natives often incited much trouble and cruel revenge. 
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White traders often inflicted shameful outrageB apon peace- 
ably disposed lodiaDS. 

For some j-ears the eaatem headquarters and outSttiiig 
place for the Santa Fc traders was Franklin, Musoan, a 
small town on the Missouri River about one hundred and 
fifty miles west of St. Louts. In 1819 steamboats began 
to navigate the river and as the overland trade grew, it soon 
became the policy to ship goods and supplies by water as 
far west as possible. In 1827 trading posts had sprung up 
at Blue Mills, Fort Osage, and Independence, all near the 
present site of Kansas City. This change eliminated more 
than one hundred miles of teaming over bad roods. For 
several years Blue Mills was the common landing place 
where goods were transferred from boats to wagons. But 
since Independence was the county-seat and tlie largest town 
in the locality, it gradually assumed the terminal business, 
and by 1832 had become recognized as the actual head- 
quarters for the Santa Fe trade. Here assembled large 
numbers of traders, troppera, teamsters, wagon-bosses, half- 
breeds — frontiersmen of all descriptions. Into this strange 
community also there came from the East persons brokm 
in health as well as fortune who sought to recuperate health 
and purse in an adventure across the plains. 

Articles intended for the Santa Fe trade were purchased 
in St. Louis and consigned by steamer to Aull and Company 
of Independence, who usually fitted out the traders with 
goods, provisions, or draft animals as the case demanded. 
The bacon and beef required to supply tlie caravans were 
furnished by the neighboring farmers, who killed and cored 
their meat, hauled it to town and sold it. These fanners also 
had their wheat ground at local mills whereupon they found 
an excellent market for their flour as well as beans, com and 
all staple provisions. Those were flush times for the mcr- 
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chanU and farmera of that section. Not only was there an 
ocusivc demand for goods and foodstuffs; but mules and 
oiai were also desired at fancy prices. During the Thirties 
ud early Forties, Independence was the best market for 
cattle, mules, and wagons west of St. Louis. Thousands of 
nercbandise wagons, each drawn by from eight to twelve 
mules, or the same number of oxen, were leaving the town 
unualJy. Several thousand teamsters and packers made 
tiwir headquarters there. While on duty these men received 
'.'■jni $25.00 to $50.00 per month and rations. Tliey had 
guarantee of safety other than was furnished by their own 
',4iting strength. There were no employers' liability laws 
in those days. 

The price charged for hauling freight to Santa Fe was 
from ten to twelve dollars per hundred pounds. After the 
bosinesa was well organized each wagon averaged about 
$500.00 per trip, which lasted from eighty to ninety days. 
e of the faster caravans made tlie journey in even better 
Horses were used to haul the wagons at first, but 
1 were soon found to be more desirable. They were 
dier and they subsisted more easily. Oxen were also in 
Btral use, having first been employed by Major Riley to 
1 the baggage wagons of the escort he furnished in 1829. 
would pull heavier loads than the same number of 
» especially through sand or mud, yet they lacked the 
l&rance and were more tender-footed than mules. Oxen 
vtn usually in wretched condition when they reached Santa 
Fe where they were sometimes sold for ten dollars a pair. 
V(t because they were cheaper to buy and fairly reliable, 
l^iut half of the Santa Fe trade in the early Forties was 
^uled by oxen. Except in the beginning, horses were little 
1 save as riding mounts for reconnoitering and hunting 
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The caravans generally left Independence In May. Tl 
goods were skillfully loaded and covered with so much cai 
that they arrived at their destiDation after 850 miles 
travel in excellent condition. Wliile on the trip, each mai 
supplies comprised about fifty pounds of flour, the sai 
quantity of bacon, ten pounds of coffee, twenty of sugar, ao^ 
a little salt. Beans and crackers, though desirable we 
regarded as dispensable luxuries. When well beyond tl 
frontier, numerous herds of buffalo provided a fairly certa 
supply of fresh meat. 

The traders often journeyed In scattered parties to Coi 
cil Grove, a beautiful little tract of hardwood timber wel 
watered on a branch of the Neosho River, about 150 mill 
out. Tliis portion of the trip lying close to tiie America 
settlements was comparatively free from Indian incursion 
hence military precautions were quite unnecessary her 
While assembUng at Council Grove a supply of timber U 
wagon repairs was secured. As soon as all the wagons hi 
reached the Grove, the caravan organized for the serioi 
journey through the Indian country. A meeting was calli 
in which a "Captain of the Caravan" was chosen and varioi 
regulations for the trip agreed upon. The "Captain," thou| 
a nominal leader, had no real authority. His orders we? 
regarded only as requests wliich might or might not 1 
obeyed. He was always expected at least to designate 
camping place for tlie night. Otherwise, the organizatii 
was fairly effective. The "proprietors" were notified to fu 
nish a list of their men and wagons, which were divided, if ti 
train was large. Into four divisions. Over each of these <U\ 
sions was a "lieutenant," whose duty it was to inspect evel 
ravine and creek along the route, select the best crossings 
superintend the "forming" of each encampment. 

When about to start, a roll was called and a list mad 
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iutt el^ifale for guard duty. Everybody, teamsters, trad- 
tn, wagon-bosses, tourists and hangers-on, all except inva- 
fiik or persons otherwise incapacitated, hud to take turos 
■tgnarding the train at night. This was not always pleaa- 
nt aa the prairie sentinel must stay at his post and watch 
hr hirlung Indians regardless of the weather. Usually there 
Wot eight watches, eacli standing one fourth of every alter- 
ttte night. If the party were exceptionally large the "Cap- 
tain" would appoint eight "sergeants of the guard," each 
of whom took an equal number of men under his command. 
In case the band was small, each watchman nil^t be com- 
piled to stay on duty half the night. 

The personnel of the average wagon train was diverse. 
Peopk of numerous classes, the well-drossed city merchant, 
the backwoodsman with his leather hunting clothes, the 
hmer in blue jeans, the teamster in his flannel shirt — all 
ttne and other types were to be seen. Firearms of every 
JeKiiption were carried. 

It was customary to break camp and begin each day's 
journey after an early breakfast. As the time for starting 
liitw near, the captain shouted, "Catch up! catch up!" and 
&aa was repeated throu^out the camp. 

On BUch occasions a scene of confusion ensues which must be 
■tea to be appreciated. The woods and ilales resound with the 
^ceful yells of the light-hearted wagoners, who, weary of in- 
■etion, and filled with joy at the prospect of getting under way, 
kcome claroorons in the extreme. Scarcely does the jockey on 
tte nee course ply his whip more promptly at that magic word 
"CoT' than do these emulous wagoners fly to harnessing their 
odes at the spirit-stirring sound of "Catch Up!" Each team- 
ilir rles with his fellows who shall be soonest ready, and it is a 
Blatter of boastful pride to be the first to cry out, "All's set !" 
The uproarioos bustle which follows — the hallooing of those 
[lurmit of animals — the exclamations which the unruly brutes 
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call forth from their wrathfnl drivera; together with the cJattef 
of bells — the rattle of yokes and harness — the jingle of chains — 
all conspire to produce a clamorous confusion, which would be 
altogether incomprehensible without the assistance of the eyes; 
while these alone would hardly suffice to unravel the labyrinthiait 
maneuTers and hurly-burljr of this precipitate breaking up. It 
is sometimes amusing to observe the athletic wagoner harrying an 
animal to its post — to see bim "heave upon" the halter of a stub- 
born mule, while the brute as obstinately "sets back," determined 
not to move a pi^g till his own good pleasure thinks it proper to 
do so — his whole manner seeming to say, "Wait till your Hurry'j 
over!" I have more than once seen a driver hitch a harnessed 
aqimal to the halter, and by that process haul "bis mulishness" 
forward, while each of his four projected feet would leave & 
furrow behind; until at last the perplexed master would wrath- 
fully esclaim, "A mule will be a mule anyway you can fix it!" 
"All's set !" is finally heard from some teamsters — "All's set" 
is directly responded from every quarter. "Stretch out, 
diately commands the captain. Then, the "heps !" of the drivers, 
the cracking of whips, the trampling of feet — the occasional creak 
of wheels, the rumbling of wagons — form n new scene of ex- 
quisite confusion, which I shall not attempt further to describci 
"Fall in!" is heard from head-quarters, and the wagons are 
forthwith strung out upon the long inclined plain, which stretches 
to the height beyond Council GroveJ 

After this fashion the caravan proceeded day after day 
and week after week across the "Prairie Ocean," until distant 
Santa Fe was reached. At night it was customary to camp 
whenever possible by a stream and near timber. The stream 
if found was always forded before going into camp, and for 
two reasons. A sudden rain in the night might raise the 
water and make the crossing difficult and dangerous." AgaiI^ 

' Gregg, Commerce of lh» Prairiei, I, iO-S3. 

'Prairie streams are flightv, especially in spring and 
because of the frequent heavy thunder storms with a deluge of 
These streams often overflow their banks without warning. 
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UtF teams alwaj's "pulled better*' when ''warmed up" at the 
cJo»e of a daj*3 journey than in the [uoming when in "cold 
rallan." 

Much sport was had killing buffaloes ; and aa the hungry 
warfarers had Uvcd perhaps for weeks on coffee, salt meat 
aod flap-jacks, juicy buffalo roasts were keenly relished. 
Since the roving herds were not always found when desired, 
much of the fresh meat was cut into thin slices and dried in 
the sun for future use. If buffaloes were plentiful and the 
wtathcr dump and cloudy, the meat was "jerked," or slight- 
ly barb*K;ued,' by placing upon a scaffold over a fire, 

Kach caravan had its series of adventures, of scares and 
neap-scares, patlietic and ludicrous. Frequently at night 
an amateur guardsman would set the camp in an uproar by 
a faUe alarm of "Indians!*' Cases have been known where 
a poor browsing niule was shot for a prowling Indian by an 
ovei^*! citable sentry, A howling wolf might stampede the 
oxen. An Indian raid might drive off the draft animals, 
leaving the party stranded and well-nigh helpless. And 
again, murderous attacks by Indian warriors might and 
did occur, especially upon the smaller trains. Many were 
the tragedies that took place along the old Santa Fe traiL 

While traveling without military protection through 
Indian country, and especially when the presence of savages 
was suspected, the caravans usually moved in compact for- 
latioD, three or four wagons abreast. This was of course 

I, fjU!iJita.te a consolidation of forces for defense in case 
|j«ttack. Sometimes the larger caravans would he met at 

I border by a company of Mexican soldiers sent out to 

sort the traders to the capital. If thus accompanied by 
t* wliether in American or Mexican territory, the 

'tmSaui nnXj attacked a formidable body of soldiers. Their avci^ 
on to Ukiag cbancu ia warfare was of coarse prorrrbial. 
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VKgoners were likely to abandon much of their organiza- 
tion and proceed in a carefree manner. 

When about one hundred miles from Santa Fe, a email 
party, usually the merchant proprietors, would ride aliesd 
to arrange with the customs house officials and local roeiv 
chants for the disposal of the goods. Tliis done, the arrival 
of the wagons, usually a few daya later, was eagedy awaited. 
. When at lost the long caravan appeared and rolled into the 
little old capital the scene was dramatic. 

The arrival prodaced a great deal of bustle and excitement 
among the natives. "Los Americanos !" "Los carros l" 
entrada de la Carvana !" — the Americans, the wagons, the arrival 
of the caravan — were to be heard in every direction; and crowds 
of women and boys flocked around to see the newcomers; whilt 
crowds of Irperot hung about as usual to see what they could 
pilfer. The wagoners were by no means free from excitement 
on this occasion. Informed of the "ordeal" they had to pass, 
they had spent the previous morning in "rubbing up"; and n 
they were prepared with clean faces, sleek combed hair, and 
tiieir choicest Sunday suit, to meet the "fair eyes" of glistening 
black that were snre to stare at them as they passed. Ther* 
was yet another preparation to be made in order to "show off"* 
to advantage. Each wagoner must tie a bran new "cracker" 
to the lash of his whip; for on driving through the streets t 
plasa pvblica,"' every one strives to outvie his comrades in thfl 
dexterity with which he flourishes this favorite badge of bii' 
authority." 

The goods were soon unloaded into the custom house 
ware rooms and for some time the merchants were busy 
selling their respective shipments. Their customers included 
many Mexican dealers from outlying towns who a 
ularly to the capital to buy their wholesale stocks. Meon- 



" Public squttre. 
"Gregg I, nO-11. 
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= !jile the wagonere, tourists, or other attaches of the cara- 
t«D loiter^ about resting from their twelve weeks' journey. 
And there were amuseiuents a-plenty, chief among which 
««rv the fandangos or dance halls. Though commonly a 
dafl place the town now was enlivened by the trading and the 
influx of visitors. There was considerable demand for in- 
terpreters, who for a nominal fee made the necessary ar- 
rangements of sale, translated the maniftestos, or bills of 
merchandise to be manifested at the custom house and acted 
as general go-between in. tlie buying and selling. 

The Mexican tariff imposts were excessive, averaging from 
»iity to one hundred per cent upon the cost in the United 
Mates of an ordinary "Santa Fe Assortment." Duties on 
'^ton goods were particularly high in the Thirties. For 
'ciLampIe, in 1837, all plain woven cottons paid l^i/. cents 
duty per vara (33 inches) plus a derecho de comuma or 
rnnsumplion duty of H^/i cents. For some years during this 
i.cade Governor Armijo levied an arbitrary flat rate of 
- "'00.00 per wagon-load whether large or small and regard- 
T* of tlje value of the goods. Since gold and silver — espe- 
■ ally the latter — ^were paid for the articles brought in by 
!.i Americans, Armijo levied a high export duty on these 
- tals. To get around such restrictions, the shrewd Ameri- 
m traders before approaching Santa Fe would sometimes 
'.nil the contents of three wagons onto one and then burn 
tie vehicles tJius emptied. To avoid the export duty on 
prreioua metals they attached large false aslc-trees to some 
of the wagons where money was concealed safe from custom- 
hoiuc inspection. At last the Governor, probably suspicious 
that fraud was being enacted, returned to the ad valorem 
icale of duties. 

A traveler writing to a New York newspaper about 1831 
ha« left this picture of Santa Fe as he saw it then. 
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To dignify such a collection of mud hovels with tlie name i 
"City" would be a keen irony; not greater, however, tlian is IJ 
name with which its Padres have bnpdzed it. To call a pla 
with its moral character, a very Sodom in iniquity, "HolyFaitll 
is scarcely a venial sin ; it deserves Purgatory at least. 1 
health is the best in the country, which is the first, second ai 
third recommendation of New Mexico by its greatest admirei 
It is a small town of about two thousand inhabitants crovdi 
up against the mountains, at the end of a little valley throuj 
which runs a mountain stream of the same name tributary 
the Rio Grande. It has a public square in the center, a Pala 
and an Alameda, as all Spanish Roman Catholic towns ha* 
It is true its Plaxa, or Public Square, is unfenccd and ni 
for, without trees or grass. The Palace is nothing more th; 
the biggest mud^house in the town, and the churches, too, a 
unsightly piles of the same material, and the Alameda (proi 
enade) is on top of a sand hill. Yet they have in Santa Fe 4 
the parts and parcels of a regal city and Bishopric. The Bisht 
has a palace also, the only two storied shingle- roofed house ii 
place. There is one public house set apart for eating, drinkin 
gambling; for be it known that gambling is here authorised I 
law. Hence it is ss respectable to keep a gambUng house as 
is to sell rum in New Jersey; it is a lawful business, and beii 
lawful, and consequently respectable and a man's right, wl 
should not men gamble? And gamble they do. The Genera 
and the Colonels and the Majors and the Captains gamble. T 
judges and the lawyers and the doctors and the priests gambi 
and there are gentlemen gamblers by profession ! You will a 
squads of poor peons daily, men, women, and boys, sitting i 
the ground around a deck of cards in the Public Square gamblin 
for the smallest stakes. 

The stores of the town generally front on the Public Squai 
Of these there are a dozen, more or less, of respectable sis 
and most of them are kept by others than Mexicans. The bni 
ness of the place is considerable, many of the merchants beii 
wholesale dealers for the vast territory tributary. It is au; 
posed that about $7S0,00O worth of goods will be brought 
this place this year, and there may be $3SO,000 worth imports 
directly from the United States. 
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In the monej market there is Bothing less tb&ii s Eve cent 
r.cc. Voa cannot purchase anyttiing for less than 6ve cents. 
" trttde liiey reckon ten cents the eighth of a dollar. If yoa 

:rciuss« nommally a dollar's worth of an article ^ou can pay 

r it in eight tea cent pieces, and if you give a dollar yon 
' -fire no change In changing a dollar you vould get bat 

;ht ten-cent pieces for it. 

Vet, although dirty and ankempt, and swarming with hungry 
tap, it has the charm of foreign flavor and, like San Antonio, 
icUins some portion of the grace which long lingered about it, 
If indeed it ever forsakes the spot where Spain held rule for 
ecBtorlM. and the soft syllables of the Spanish language are 
^ beard. 

At about the sane period or a little later Josiah Gregg 
note as follows: 

Santa Fc, the Capital of New Mexico, is the only town of any 
fanportance in the province. We sometimes find it written Santa 
Fe de San Francisco (Holy Faith of St. Irancia), the Utter 
brtBg the patron or saint. Like most of the towns in this section 
•f the country, it occupies the site of an ancient Paeblo or Indian 
Tillage, whose race has been extinct for a great many years. Its 
rftaatioQ is twelve or fifteen miles e,ast of the Rio del Norte, 
■t the wectem base of a snow-clad mountain, upon a beautifnl 
■beam of small mill-power size wliich ripples down in icy cas- 
cades, and joins the river some twenty miles to the southwest- 
-urd. The population of the city itself hut little exceeds 3,000; 
.1. including several surrounding villages which are embriiced 
:-.. its corporate jurisdiction, it amounts to nearly d,000 souls. 

The town is very irregularly laid out, and most of the streets 
we lilUc better than common highways traversing scattered 
Mttlemaits which are interspersed with com fields nearly sulfi- 
rimt to supply the inhabitants with grain. The only attempt 
«t anything like nrcbilectural compactness and precision con- 
riiU in four tiers of buildings whose fronts are shaded with a 
Cringe of pttrtaUt or corredoret of the rudest possible descrip- 
tion. Titty stand around the public square, and comprise the 
Pslado, at Gorenior's house, the Custom-house, the Barracks 
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with which is connected the fearful C&Uboca, the Caaa Con- 
sistorial of Uie Alcaldes, the Capitla de Iom toldadot, or militarf 
chapd, besides several private resldeDces, fts well u most of 
the shops of the American traders. 

Such, as pictured by contemporaries, was old Santa Pe, 
the goal of the overland trade, and later the temporary goal 
of a transcontinental railroad. Here the traders and their 
men remained perhaps four weeks disposing of all saleable 
property and arrranglng for the return trip which began 
late in the summer. Going back, the train was reduced to 
about one-fourth its original size and traveled lightly with 
a cargo of silver bullion, blankets, buffalo rugs, gold dust 
and wool. 

Wliile fluctuating in volume the Santa Fe trade continued 
on a fairly large scale as the years went by. So early as 
18S4!, American goods had been introduced into the more 
aoutbem markets, particularly in Chihuahua. While at 
first it was not uncommon for importers to convey small as- 
sortments of goods to the interior regions south and west 
of Santa Fe, this policy was not continued, the Mexican 
dealers evidently preferring to buy such American goods as 
they did get directly from wholesalers in Santa Fe. In 1899 
an effort was made to start a trade route from Chihuahua 
through El Paso directly across Texas to frontier towns 
lying eastward. To encourage the project the government 
of Chihuahua agreed to reduce import duties to a very low 
rate and to furnish protection to the traders. Accordingly, 
in April of that year a caravan financed by several pros- 
perous Mexicans and an American, a Dr. Connclley, set oat 
with $250,000 in coin or bullion and 700 mules in charge 
of one hundred men. A company of fifty dragoons went ss ] 
a nulitary escort. Traveling northward they mistook thci 
Red River for the Brazos and were three months reachinf j 
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t Towaon, their destlDation, As winter was settlBg JQ 

Bry had to remaiD here ten or twelve weeks. Returning 

' tb a big s]upnient of merchandise they again lost their 

ij and did not arrive in Chihuahua until the midsummer 

' 1840. Ihiring tlieir absence Governor Ingoyen, who had 

xAk tike tariff concessions, died, and his successor now re- 

^iwdisted the agreement. After six weeks of hagghng, a 

^^b^romise was effected and the goods were Rnally taken 

^^^p the city, on August S7th. Because of so many delays 

^^H promoters of the expedition lost heavily and this route 

r na not attempted again. 

I During the early Forties probably not more than one 

' r.tb of the goods used in lower Mexico came in via the 

' uita Pe route, whose great importance was practically con- 

■I'd to the northern country. Matamoras, Vera Cruz, 

L Tunpico and Mazatlan continued to be the chief ports of 

I fsh7 for the provinces lying southward. 

1 1831 the market was overstocked and prices fell off 

at, which doubtless accounts for the reduced volume 

trade immediately after that year. By ISIS many New 

pcaos had entered the overland trade, and Gregg 

ight some of them stood a fair chance to monopolize the 

iness. However, the Mexican war which soon followed, 

ier with the consequent annexation of the territory 

to the United States, effectually prevented the control of 

lie trade from passing to New Mexico. 

Instead of purchasing a wagon outfit some merchants — 
.' was intimated — preferred to hire their commodities trans- 
;vrted. As was also mentioned, the freight rate from Inde- 
■ndence to Santa Fe was from ten to twelve dollars per 
-indred; from Santa Fe to Chihuahua it was from six to 
^)it doUara. Gregg declared in 1843 that the average 
-T&a rctuma of the business rarely exceeded fifty per cent, 
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kaviug a net profit of between ttrenty uu) fortj per rtnt. 
Profits occaiiionaily went as low as ten per cent ; and in cbm 
of disMter BcriouB loss of course mi^t result. It was the 
•arlifrr traders who made the greatest percentage of gain. 
Trouble between Texas and Mexico began in 18*1, leading 
to a desultory warfare in which the Teiana struck directly 
»t tJio New Mexicans engaged in the Santa Fe trade. In 
lo*x-la48 some n-prisals were committed by both sides, the 
MeSK^ans ReMorally being worsted. The result was to hamper 
" ''"'^do, an Some innocent Americans were detained in j 
. " * Fe chargi-d with having acted as spies in collusion \ 
witli the Texang. Finally in August, 1843, General Santa , 
Anna, President and Dictator of Mexico, decreed that the j 
no liern custom houses should close to all commerce, the j 
decrre lo take effect forty-five days after iU publication in , 
Mtxieo City. 'Plus wlict stopped the trade until it was again j 
oijened by the decree of March 31, 1844. Before the autumn , 
of that yi-ar lind ended about 90 wagons with perhaps , 
^00,000 in goods had crossed the plains over the trail to [ 
New Mexico, 4 

The big annual caravan for 1846 comprised 414 wagons J 
with inerchaiidine vnlued at $l,7.52,2!jO. In August of the j, 
same ytar. New Mixico was occupied by the Americans under \ 
General Kearny. After the conclusion of the Mexican war, "i 
as is well known, the entire region roughly comprising i 
New Mexico, Arizona nortli of the Gila River, California, \ 
Nevada. Utah and a large portion of Colorado, was ceded j 
lo the United States by the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo, \ 
February itnd, 1848. . 

With New Mexico, and the territory extending to the 
Pacific coast in possession of the United States, a new era 
of the Santa Fe trade coupled with an advant^ populfttion 
movooent began. Henceforth it remained only for 
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Caited States Gavemnteiit to protect — sonietiniies badly 
rooogh — the long caravans, with their traders tLoA enai- 
fnuita while the Americanizing of the Southwest went on. 
Kt^ius tiie third and final pericxl in the history of the 
^^■a Fc trail may be said to have begun in 1848 and lasted 
^^Hthc coming of the railroad thirty years later. By the 
^^Bimcmient of this era Westport and Kansas City had 
^^Bi to rival Independence a^ eastern terminals of the 
^^H. The real origin of Kansas City dates from 1848, and 
HiriDetropolis owes its beginnings and much of its early 
prawth to the old Santa Fe trail. 

likewise, by 1648, tlie eonunerce and emigratiott across 

the plains had become of great colonizing signllicance, al- 

tboQgh precise figures as to the eitent of this movement are 

not obtainable. For twenty years a/ter the war with 

Mexico, until Sheridan's Winter Campaign in 1868-69, the 

DMncment was more or less hampered by Indians, since 

Caagr«as seldom if ever gave adequate protection either to 

G<jvemn>ent supply trains or to private outfits. Writing 

from Fort Mann, August 1st, 1848, Colonel W. Gilpin of 

" Missouri Volunteers estimated that Americans had sus- 

r^d losses over tlie Santa Fe route that season as follows: 

n killed, 47; wagons destroyed, 930; stock plundered, 

"Kl head. The greater part of these losses he says were 

'ikinecl by Government supply trains. The losses were in- 

^rted in the Arkansas and Cimarron Valley by the Pawnees 

with the alhed Comanches and Kiowas; and by 

Apaches farther west. The Indians, infiamed by their 

ts, had been preparing for new raids, but they were 

I by the three companies of infantry and two of cavalry 

t Gilpin who was thus holding them in check. He de- 

I th«t the permanent security of tlie road could not 

obtained by a moving column of troops. Only the estab- 
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lishmcnt of outlying military posts and a permanent under- 
standing of peace and war with the Indians would be efTcc- 
tual. To that end, Gilpin recommended four stations with 
strong adobe buildings and stock corrals at strategic poi 
He also advised the purchase of Fort Bent, and thought 
treaties should be made with the Arapahocs, Cbeyennes, and 
Kiowas. A war of aggression he thought should be waged 
against the Comanchea and Apaches in their little known 
country far to the westward. These tribes, he said, held in 
captivity between 600 and 800 Mexicans whom they ha«| 
captured in raids. 

As a further reason for renewed activity on the part 
of the Federal Government to protect the Santa Fe trail, 
Colonel Gilpin declared that already that season more than 
8,000 wagons with 12,000 people and .50,000 head of live 
stock had passed his headquarters. Continuing with indig- 
nation, he added ; "It is a, great stigma upon the home de- 
partment of our Government that a few piratical savages are 
allowed to menace with destruction all passengers for the 
space of 600 miles. Such, however, always has been the case 
and is now the case." And this condition of affairs would 
remain until fortified posts of refuge and garrisons witl 
swift cavalry were stationed along the route. Yet thes) 
border troubles were but incidents in the American settle 
ment of the Southwest. To enumerate them in detail is 
write a history of the frontier. 

This final period of the trail's existence (1848-18T8) 
was likewise marked by tlie development of the overland 
stage and mail. In May, 1849, the first stage line, a month- 
ly service, was established between Independence and Sant^ 
Fe, This was an innovation and the forerunner of trans' 
continental stage service tbat followed a few years later. 
A writer in the Missouri Comiaontcealth — published at Indc 
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pcndeoce — in July. 1850, h&a left this interestiog descrip- 
tkm of the first Santa Fe stage coaches: 

The stages are gotten Dp in elegant style and are eaek 
urmnged to convey eight passengers. Tbc bodies ore beantjfaDj 
pointed, sod made water tiglit vith a new of nsing them as 
boats in ferrying streams. The team consists of sis mules to 
each coach. The mail is guarded fay eight men, armed as fol- 
lows: Each man has at his side, fastened in the stage, one 
of Colt's revolving rifles, in a holster below one of Colt's 
toDg revolvers, and in his belt a small Colt's revolver, 
besides a bunting knife, so that these eight men arc ready, in 
case of attack, to discharge 1S6 shots without having to reload. 
This is equal to a small army armed as in ancient times, and 
from tbe looks of the escort ready as they are either for offen- 
sive or defensive warfare with the savages, we have no fears for 
the safety of the mails. 

Tbe accommodating contractors have established a sort of 
btw of refitting at Council Grove, a distance of 150 miles from 
ttis tity, and have sent out a blacksmith and a number of men 
I* cot and cnre hay, with a quantity of animals, grain, and 
fBorisions; and we understand they intend to make a sort of 
traveling station there and commence to farm. They also, we 
kjieve, intend to make a similar settlement at Walnut Creek 
text season. Two of their stages will start from here the 6rst 
of every month. 

The mail route to Santa Fe, now an American frontier 
town, at once became important. About one month was re- 
quired for the stage to make the 850-mile trip. In 1854 the 
' -ivemment was paying the contractors $10,990 annuaJIy 
: i: the monthly service. But since the route, as has been 

"wn, lay through tlie Indian country and was as yet feebly 
.'urded — if guarded at all — the cost of conducting the 
■riice was greatly in excess of the compensation received, 
I'loally, after repeated complaints to the Fostmaater-Gen- 
■ tJ, a new contract was made which granted $25,000 on- 
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Qually for carrying this mail ; yet the cost of the service even 
then was shown to be $30,000 a. year. 

At the same time, the industrial invasion and settlement 
of the Southwest went on. By the Federal Census of 1850 
New Mexico had a population of 61,547, exclusive of Indians, 
with property valued at over $5,000,000. Ten years later 
the figures had risen to 80^67 people, with property worth 
nearly $21,000,000. 

During that same year, I860, the export trade from tba 
Missouri River border to New Mexico and contiguous terri- 
tory amounted to over 18,000 tons, transported in 6,99* 
wagons. This enterprise required the services of 11, 
men, 8il horses, 7,574 mules and 67,950 wagons. The cost 
of hauling this freight was over $5,100,000, irfiile the im- 
ports returned were worth nearly $600,000. 

In 1870 the white or Mexican population was 8S,19d| 
with property assessed at $18,000,000. In the year 1869 
the gold output of the territory was $500,000. The small 
increase in population and the falling o£F in wealth during 
the latter decade was occasioned, first, by the territory 
having been made smaller. In 1861, Colorado, until then 
partly comprised in New Mexico, was organized into a 
separate territory. Likewise, Arizona was split off and 
separately organized two years later. Futhemiore, the 
Civil War with its devastating border conflicts was carried 
into New Mexico by the Confederates in 1862. All of which 
causes naturally retarded for a time the development of 
New Mexico. 

With the construction of the Kansas Pacific Railroad n 
the late Sixties and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe w 
the Seventies, the romance of the Santa Fe trail fast dis- 
appeared. As the Kansas Pacific, the first line across Kan-^ 
sas, moved westward, the eastern termintu of the trail be- 
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eame for a while the "end" of the railroad line. First, 
Hajs City, Kansas, and then Kit Carson, Colorado, were 
the respective terminals. Then as the Santa Fc railroad 
gathered strength and pushed through Colorado southward 
the towns of Granada, La Junta, El Moro, and Las Vegas, 
in turn held the transient honors of being at the "east end" 
of the trail. With the development of the Santa Fe rail- 
roa^l the Santa Fc trail passed into history. ^Iiile it had 
ceased to be a commercial and colonizing factor its work 
was to be taken up and carried to a splendid completion by 
the railway. And with the history of this railway, which has 
linked not only Santa Fc, but the entire Southwest and the 
Pacific Coast to the Mississippi Valley, the succeeding chap- 
ters of thia book will deaL 
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THE MAK WITH A BIO IDEA 

CYRUS K. HOLLIDAY was the father of the Santa 
Fe railroad. It was Mr. HoUiday who projected this 
great undertaking; it was his imagination and daring self- 
confidence that made possible the realization of the project. 
From the outset he believed that a railroad built along the 
Santa Fe trail would be a sound business enterprise; it 
would haul the large traffic overland, encourage emigration 
and develop the country. Holliday foresaw the present 
greatness of the Santa Fe System almost from the driving 
of the first spike. Of course, he had a hard time convincing 
some people that his tiny railroad — ^ven when it had crossed 
a couple of counties — really would become a great system 
that would transform the entire Southwest. People laughed 
at him, called him an old fool, and otherwise misused him. 
Men with big ideas are generally abused, at first, by their 
cautious and worldly-wise fellows. 

Living to a good old age it was Mr. Holllday's rare priv- 
ilege to see his little *'Atchison and Topeka Railroad" spraad 
across Kansas to Santa Fe, to the Pacific Ocean, to the Gulf 
of Mexico and to Lake Michigan just as he had predicted 
to his jeering neighbors way back in the Sixties. A railroad, 
which grew from nothing to a transcontinental system over 
11,000 miles in extent, sprung from the brain of Cyrus K. 
Holliday, the man with a big idea. 

But Mr, Holliday*8 activities were not confined to the 
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rulroMd which he conceived, promoted and helped develop. 
He was a Kansas pioneer and one of the principal founders 
of Topektt, the capital of the state. With this citj he cast 
his fortunes, and he contributed much to its substantial 
gro«rth. Not content therefore with having brought into 
KDstcnce a railway system destined to build an industrial 
anpirv, Mr. HoIIiday founded a city which waa to be the 
beaiiquartprs of his railroad, a city which was to be not 
only the capital of a great state but the seat of this railroad 
empire as well. 

Holliday was born near Carlisle, Pennsylvania, April 8rd, 
18S6- Except for a short residence in the State of Ohio, the 
Mrly years of his life were all spent near the place of his 
birth. He was educated in the common schools of his home 
and at Meadville College, Alleghany, Pennsylvania. 

tting himself for the legal profession, he practiced law for 
But he always had a craving for big business; he 
wed to exploit his own ideas. Having, it is said, cleared 
(X0,000 in a railroad venture which he successfully put 
throagh in Pennsylvania, Mr. Holliday at once went to 
Kansas with the capital he thus had made. That was in the 
autumn of 1851. It required nerve to take $20,000 into 
Kansas in those days when the slave controversy and border 
ruffianism were rampant. But HoUiday was never lacking 
in courage. He stopped first at Lawrence, then head* 
quarters for the free-state men. Here he made the friendly 
acquaintance of Governor Charles Robinson, the chief leader 
irf the free-state faction. 

Allying himself with Robinson and the free-state men, 
Holliday remained for some time in Lawrence, where 
helped build a fort to defend the town against the pro- 
sldTery forc«. While the latter were for a time successful 
and in Auguit, 1855, estabUsbed a territorial capital 
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Lecompton, many people in Lawrence bc!ie%'ed that Eansas 
Territorj would eventually become a free state, Cyrus 
HoUiday was among this number, and therefore he induced 
a few of his friends to accompany him farther west, where 
a good site for a permanent state capital might perchance 
be found. At first the business adventurers stopped at Te- 
cumseh, but there they were unable to come to terms with 
the landowners. Had they reached an agreement, Tecumaeh 
would now be the capital of Kansas. So they journeyed 
a few miles furtlier west and made a bargain with a man 
named Enoch Chase whereby sufficient land for a good town- 
site was purchased. This tract was secured by means of a 
Bo-called "Wyandotte float," which was a government war- 
rant authorizing a Wyandotte Indian or his assigns to lo- 
cate on a piece of unoccupied land wherever he might select 
it. This became the townsite of Topeka, and the Topeka 
Town Company, with Cyrus Holliday aa its flrst president, 
was at once formed. 

The site had belonged to an Indian named Isaiah WalkeT, 
who deeded the land to the Company. The original patent for 
the property was dated February 14, 1859, and signed by 
President James Buchanan. Another patent, covering sixty- 
two acres on the bank of the Kaw River,^ bore the signature 
of Abraham Lincoln. The latter was issued by the Lecomp- 
ton Land Office to the Mayor and Council of Topeka, Re- 
specting these operations, Mr. HolUday'a own story follows: 

I arrived at Lawrence in October. 185t, and came into pos- 
session of a few shares in the Lawrence Town Company, but, 
preferring to be interested in a town of ray own, started west 
on November 21 with a party to look up a desiroble town-site. 
In that party were Governor Robinson, Rev. S. Y. Lum, Rev- 
Mr. Clough, a Mr. Davis, Frank Billings, Captain Bollcs, John 
Armstrong and myself. 

' Also called the Kansas River, 
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On noTcmber 22 we arrived on tlie ground upon wliicb the 
Ciljr of Topeka now atands, which at once impressed me as a 
farorabic l[>cation for a great city. The selection of this town- 
site was not an accident; it offered every adrantage as a town- 
tate. Here was a great river, plenty of water, and, above all, the 
two great trails of the continent, Fort Leavenworth and St. Joe 
ta SantA Fe, and Independence to California, crossed at this 



The townsite is said to have been staked out the next daj 
after the party took possession. They had no surveying 
instruments, but by using a compass which one of the number 
carried as a watch charm and by Improvising a surveyor's 
"chAin** with ropes taken from provision sacks, they man- 
aged to lay out the town. A large tree was used as a. start- 
ing point. After some days the site was sufficiently "squared 
up,*' and certain rules were adopted. By these rules it was 
provided that one-sixth of the site be set aside for the Emi- 
grant Aid Society of Massachusetts, which it was thought 
iniglil be interested in the new town. Another sixth was 
set apart for whomsoever might come and improve it, while 
the Company members di«ded the remainder. It was not 
long before the Emigrant Aid Society established a saw mill 
that supplied plenty of lumber and made rapid improvement 
possible; thus the town grew fast. 

HoUiday wanted to call the place Webster in honor of 
the great statesman; but, at the suggestion of another 
member of the Town Company, the Indian name Topeka^ 
was chosen. This was some weeks after the townsite had 
been laid out. As the place began to grow, the site was en- 
larged by Uie addition of some of the adjacent homesteads 

■TruuUlcd, Teptka means a pood place to dig potatoes. The foun- 
der* or the town evidently adopted tlie name because it "sounded veil" 
for a towD. 
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which certain mcmbcra of the Company, HoIIidaj included, 
had wisely secured. 

Having thus been a leader in founding tlie town, Mr. HolU- 
day aoon had Topcka made the capital. This he did by ap- 
pearing before the Wyandotte Constitutional Convention ia 
1859 and getting passed a measure which with the consent 
of Congress would and did make the town the territorial 
capital. He also chose tlie eite where the present atali 
house stands, Having helped found Topeka and having 
personally succeeded in making his town the capital, one of 
Mr. Holliday's ambitions had thus been realized. But noV 
he became possessed with one big idea— to build a railroad. 
Scarcely had he entered Kansas when he began to dream of 
building a line over the Santa Fe trail, from the Missouri 
River to Old Santa Fe. To narrate the fulfillment of Holli- 
day's dream, the origin and development of the Santa Fe 
railroad, is the main purpose of this work. 

Railroad booms were so numerous in those days that to 
the average Kansan, HoUiday'a ambition must at first have 
appeared quite ordinary. Both the Territorial,* and after 
1861, the State Legislature of Kansas authorized the con- 
struction of many lines. But nearly all these schemes were 
projected in tlie interest of some particular town or locality 
without reference to public welfare. In fact tliroughout the 
country this spirit of local selfishness has often actuated tba 
public clamor for new railroads. During the Fifties and 
Sixties in Kansas, as in other sections, lines were organized 
with millions of capital stock, but with no cash, no assets, 
and no offices. Numerous towns nnd villages and scores of 
paper towns had projected railways to run, with themselves 
as starting points, to some imagined terminus on the Gulf of 
Mexico or tbe Pacific. And many of these upstart com- 
ntunities likewise fondly imagined that the great Unea then 
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I operation cast of the Mississippi were already headed 

Cftir&rd in their direction. When after nearly ten years 

i fffort Cyrus Hollitlay had financed his railroad and ae- 

HTed the construction of some twenty miles of track, we can 

n-Iy blame those who laughed because he boldly declared 

■oad would some day reach New Mexico and beyond. 

I Wfts an age of over-confidence and wild enterprises. 

While is 1855 there were but a handful of settlers in 

I Eacsfu, the Territorial Assembly that year chartered five 

, failroadg. One of these projects, the Leavenworth, Pawnee 

I and Western, after some years did materialize and become 

Itf first important railroad in the state, The other schemes 

•ere soon dropped. 

Th^ Legislature of 1857 granted sixteen railroad char- 
ten, none of which was of much importance; in fact all but 
t»o seem to have been visionary. One, the Maysville, or 
Palmetto and Roseport Company organized that year to 
N'ild a railroad from Maysville or Palmetto City to Rose- 
['"rt "so as to connect with the Hannibal & St. Josep!) Rail- 
■lad." In June, 1857, the Roseport Town Company was re- 
■i^nized and the town renamed Elwood. Likewise the j 
ilroad, baring been reorganized, changed its name to the I 
' "ood and Marysvillc, This project lay dormant nearly , 
'rec years when a few miles of track, "the first railroad iron 
d on Kansas soil," were put down and a small locomotive, 
' 10 "Albany," the "first iron horse to touch Kansas soil," 
in bark and forth amid great acclaim. But with the ap- 
I roach of war, cntliusiosm waned; ere long the cross ties of 
^lis diminutive railroad rotted and cottonwood treea , 
iproutm] between the rails. 

The St. Joseph & Topeka lUHroad, likewise cbarten 
in the prolific session of 1857, has been called the forerunner'" 
of the Atchison & Topeka road which Cyrus Holliday , 
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rmflwd — HH wH»iil t» T^wfa, Mr. HoffidaT thai eoft- 
Icmd irilh U C Cliafci «f Atdnn as to the naaeB of 

AtauMM otiMss voo ^^ipat w oenruife ss iBcofpotaten 
fimB tlMi c^ of tbe Kie. BaEdsj ad CkafiM WR both 
a mw h en at the t er r i torial tgiilahm aad had k^ bee* 
good frioids. Hoffidaj at auee soggnted General W. a 
Pomeroj aid ChalHs* as two nrorporators froa AtduKNi: 
while ChaOisa propo s ed HoOiday as a zvpreseatatiiv of 
TopeJw in tereata. Holfidaj then intnidamd the (jiarter 
into the territorial comidl— oa TNtesdav, Februarr 1st. The 
nest day all rrdes vere »in pe ad ed and the bill paued the 
coitacil and was at ooee sent to the Hoose of Repreaentatma 
where it was Hkewise qnicklv passed. And on the last day 
of the session, Februarr 11. 1859, GoTcraor Medary' re- 
tamed the bin with his spproral. 

* Fram the priratc papert of Cjrus Ht^dsj- wlilch wcrr Uodlf kMnrd 
ta the writer bf bi> tan, Hr. duo. HoUidsj of Topeks. 
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The ca|Htal stock of the corporation was to be one mQ- 
i-^n fire hundred tfiousond dollars, which could be increased 
'Ota lime to time, to any sum not exceeding the amount ex- 
'''Lilcd on account of said road, divided into shares of one 
inJred dollars each." ... It was further provided that when 
rhj thousand dollars shall have been duly subscribed to the 
ittpital stock and ten per centum actually paid to the 
grunlces herein namid, and a certificate from a majority of 
tiiMD, duly autlienticated, filed in the office of the Secretary 
-'f this Territory, they are authorized to organize the Cora- 
: liny find open books for further subscriptions, requiring 
i'avments on instalments from time to time. 

Such is the story of the original incorporation of the 
SsotK Fe Railroad. The next step was to organize a com- 
)>any, but little or Dothing was done for over a year and a 
fiiilf. 

Finally — as a story runs — one morning in September, 
1!:S60, Mr. HoUiday, accompanied by E. G. Ross, Joel Hun- 
toon and Milton C. Dickey, started from Topeka to Atchi- 
•DD, fifty miles away, to effect the long delayed organization. 
Some obliging liverymen in Topeka had donated the use of 
a carriage and team for the trip. Hopes ran high but 
I aoney waa scarce. Tlie members of the party carried cold 
hcheB, On reaching the ferry that led across the Kaw at 
lUtaJiirts of Topeka, they were debating whether to ask 
Et of (he toll-keeper when the horses took the initiative, 
I flongrd in and forded the stream safely. Atchison was 
ruched in due time and on September 15-17, Sunday inter- 
ing, the Company was organized in Mr. Challiss's office 
p tabscriptions of stock and the election of officers and 
Mtors. C. K. HoUiday was chosen president — "the first 
knk of the Santa Fe"; Peter J. Abcll was made sccre- 
Ury, and Milton C. Dickey, treasurer. The first Board 
«f Diiectois also chosen on September 17th were L. C> 



rft* Story of the Santa Fe 

ChalKsB, G. H. Fairchild, P. T, Abell, S. C. Pomeroy, L. I 
Bird, C. K. Holliday, F. L. Crane, E. G. Ross, Joel Huntooi 
M. C. Dickey, Jacob Safford, R. H. Weiglitman aod J. H 
Stringfcllow. The capital stock of the Company as SM 
scribed on September 15th, 1860, was $52,000, each of ll 
thirteen directors subscribing $1,000. 
-' HoUiday was making progress. He had written th 
charter, secured the speedy incorporation, and finally afte: 
some delay had effected the organization of his railroad com 
pany. The nest step was to enlist public opinion in 
half of the enterprise. Kansas had plenty of enlhusiaam 
She needed railways to develop her resources but she 
land poor. Millions of acres of public domain lay untouched 
Could some of this land be set apart and sold for the pui 
pose of aiding the railroad construction, something definil 
might be accomplished. Statehood was likely to be grantc 
soon and this would probably stimulate immigration ar 
intensify the desire for transportation facilities. Sin< 
everybody was talking railroads and the air was fall < 
railroad projects some of the more thoughtful citizens < 
Kansas began to think that if any of these countJei 
schemes were ever realized a concentrated cfTort would 1 
necessary. And so to organize public sentiment on bchal 
of railroad building, Mr. E. G. Ross, editor of the Topefe 
Record, suggested that a convention be called to devise son 
scheme for securing a practical railroad system for U 
Territory of Kansas which it was expected would soon b« 
come a state. This suggestion was made late in the sun 
mer of 1860 just before the Atchison and Topeka Con 
pany had been organized, Tlie proposition was gpeete 
with popular approval. Cyrus Holliday now saw his oppoi 
tunity and immediately prepared and circulated for sign 
era the following call: 
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A (MBBCfllMa vin be beld at Topeka, Kajisai), on Wednesday^ 
Ik 171k A? «f October, I860, for the purpose of (IcThiiig a 
qitaB «f wfliiiMil l«ad grants for the territory to he pctlUuncd 
far at the Bcxt njakw of Congress. A full representation from 
ril farts «f Ae tea l l utj is earnestly solicited. 

TIm oA with three hundred and fifteen signatures that 
*m |ifOMHiUjr aecured was then published in tlie Atchison 
PrmiamU Ckampiom which called attention to it in "an 
■Ue rnai patriotic artick." 

Tbe eomaitkm lusembted in the Old Museum ITall, at 
Top^*, «t 10 a. m. October 17th. DclegutLs WL-re pres- 
■i from ntDcfeen counties, representing virtually all the 
m/tOei portiou of the territory at that time. They came, 
•me of them, from a long distance, in private convcyMnces 
at thar an expense. The meeting was called to order 
hj Samel C. Poowroy, of Atchison. E. 6. Ross, of Topeka, 
I temporary president. Then there followed the 
of appointing a committee on creden- 
tiib mad pennanoit organization. 

A sqaabfalc ennied as to the basis of representation. Some 
wasted eatji coooty to hare one vote on all tjoestions be- 
bfe the conroition. A faction from Learenworth sub- 
mitted a mioaritT report vbidi advocated giving one rote 
lo ea<^ ramitj, together with one addittooal rote for each 
one thoosand of popalatiini and every fraction of fire hun- 
ind and upwank. Tliia report was presented by Thomas 
Uenu of Lrare n w ort h who cpoke for nearly an boar io 
iti dcffenw. Be ton teod t J that the city of Learenworth 
^lu the nettopofia of yaaaas and the great port of entry 
n the MkMMiri Kver. Stmt* «B roads kd to Leawmrorft 
rd tbe oatlyiBS cooatin UiUga thov for Mpffis **1hKf 
•'lould ooBfidt her alEmls s 
H wasutteriy VToaglorcaaBJ 
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lation whose delegates "represent nothing Init prairie sod' 
to have equal voting power with Leavenworth and otbjcC 
populous counties. 

In a frontier convention, whose members came largely 
from rural districts or from fiercely ambitious, booming vil- 
lages, the efTect of such a speech can easily be imagined. 
It started a lively row. 

Means was answered by B. F. StringfcUow, a former 
Attorney General of the State of Missouri but now a reai- 
dent of Atcliiaon, wliich county he represented in tlie con- 
vention. In a vigorous speech Stringfellow declared that 
the sparsely settled counties were under no obligations to 
Leavenworth. In fact the day was not far ahead when 
Leavenworth would be under obligations to them for busi- 
ness and support. Those thinly populated counties 
being settled fast. Wliile to-day perhaps their delegatei 
represented only "prairie sod" the time was near when thost 
same counties would have large populations with improvee 
farms, "furnishing trainloada of produce for the markets 
of the world." Hence it was the business of Leavenworth 
to aid in getting railroads constructed through all thesd 
counties so they might be able thereby to transport theii 
products to the city. This would enable Leavenworth ii 
fact to become the metropolis of the territory. A metrop- 
oUs was made by business ; it could never be created through 
efforts to destroy the country that furnished that business, 

Stringfellow's speech carried the day and the majority 
report was adopted. This action led to the withdrawal 
of the Leavenworth and Wyandotte faction, whereupon the 
remaining delegates went ahead without further delay, 
committee of one was appointed from each of the 
delegations that remained* and the joint commiti 
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1 w«nt into session and <dreir ap this resolution which 
Hie convention unanimously adopted : 

Beswlved that a memoTial be presented to Congress asking on 
ifiproprlation of public lands to aid in the construction of the 
fnOowtnfC railroads in Kansas: First, a railroad from the 
mtcnt bonndary of the state of Missouri where the Osage 
TsOey sad Sonthtrn Kansas railroad terminates, wcstwardty, by 
tie way of Emporia, Fremont, and Council Grove, to the Fort 
Riley military reservation; second, a railroad from the city of 
WTandotte* {connecting with the P. G, R. railroad and the 
PtdSc railroad), up the Kansas Valley, by way of Lawrence, 
Lccompton, Tecumsch, Manhattan, and the Fort Riley military 
Ksnratian, lo the western boundary of the territory ; third, a 
nilroad Fanning from Lawrence to the southern boundary of 
Kansas, in the direction of Fort Gibson and Galveston Bay; 
fcsrtb, a railroad running from Atchison to the western boundary 
«f Kansas. 

Cjrus Holliday then offered the following resolutions: 

That there be a committee of five appointed to memorialize 
Congress in behalf of the railroad schedule recommended by this 
ranvcntion, and that the delegates representing each of the 
rr^pectivc routes contemplated in the schedule nominate a mem- 
ber nf said committee. Said committee shall also issue an address 
to the people of Kansas upon the subject of railroad grants. 
Rfsolved that a standing committee of five be appointed by 
' I'linir, whose duty it shall be to adopt such measures as they 
' deem best, by the appointment of sub-committees or other- 
'. to obtain signatures of the people of Kansas, to he pre- 
"nted to Congress in favor of the schedule of roads adopted by 
thli coRvrntion and adopt such other measures as they may 
ittsa best calculated to carry out the objects of this convention. 

The Hollidaj resolutions were carried without dissent. 
hha A. Martin of Atchison County then moved that the 
'Nm Kusas City, Kans. J 
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proceedings of the convention be entrusted to Hon. M. J. 
Parrott, the Kansas delegate in Congress, vho should be 
requi:sted to present to Congress for its favorable con- 
sideration the railroad plans and memorial adopted by 
tlie convention. This resolution likewise was adopted. 

The delegates present, at the proposal of the chairman^' 
then nominated members of the committees contemplated 
by Mr. Hollidaj's resolutions. 

A further motion by A. C. Davis, that the neWBpapen 
of the territory be requested to publish a record of the 
proceedings of the convention, was carried — after which the , 
body adjourned tins die. 

While of great significance in the history of the Santa 
Fe railroad, this was in many respects a remarkable con- 
vention. It was non-parlison, being composed of Demo- 
crats, Republicans, pro-slavery, and free state men. Ex- 
cept for the temporary trouble caused by the Leavenworth 
faction, these men of diverse political creeds worked ia 
harmony for a common purpose — the development of local 
interests. Tlie Topeka railroad convention was of import- 
ance because it organized public sentiment ; it crystallized thi 
countless petty railroad schemes into a few well-definec 
plans. As directed by the convention, Mr. Stringfellon 
promptly addressed to Congress an able memorial on th€ 
subject, outlining the importance of the roads named in Un 
convention's schedule, and setting forth arguments for theil 
early construction. 

Of course delays were to be encountered. First there 
a severe drouth, which blighted Kansas, even while the con- 
vention was sitting. Since this calamity caused much local 
distress and business depression it naturally would b; 
checked for a time any decisive action in railroad buildingi 
Then followed the greatest of our national calamities, tin 
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terriUe Civil War wKich was to blight the whole country 
(or four long years. Yet in tlie midst of tliis gloom there 
came a r»j of hope for western railway projects. For years 
■n effort h&d been made in Congress to secure the passage 
of a law granting public lands and financial support in be- 
itit of a railroad to the Pacific coast. While badly needed, 
Uua proposal had always failed to carry because of diverse 
■fictional interests. Northern politicians in Congress wanted 
K line built by a northern or central route. Southern men 
fought for a southern route. Thus tlie matter stood, virtu- 
ally deadlocked, when the withdrawal of southern senators 
tad representatives gave the nortliem men a free hand with 
only their own petty differences to compose, before a Pacific 
railroad should be authorized and mode possible by Federal 
tupport, Kansas became a state in 1861 and her first acn- 
■ ors, James H. Lane and Samuel C. Pomeroy, began to work 
if,-orous!y, first for the all-important Pacific railroad bill 
«hich had so long interested Congress. In the enactment of 
llie bill, which became a law July 1, 186S, Lane and Pom- 
eroy played a prominent part. With this important and 
lon^staading measure no longer pressing, it became rela- 
tirely easy to secure appropriations of public land to aid in 
the construction of other prospective railroads in the West. 
The bill which was to make possible the construction of 
iht Santa Fe railroad across Kansas was written by Cyrus 
Holliday and sent in Holliday's handwriting to the United 
States Senate, where it was introduced by Senator Pomeroy. 
It passed both Houses quietly and received President Lin- 
cob** signature on March Srd, 1863. While destined to be 
«f momentous importance, this bill bore the innocent name of 
"An Act for a grant of lands to the State of Kansas, in al- 
leniate sections to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
nada and telegraphs in said state.'* The act was general in 
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cliaracter and made provision among otlier things for tw( 
railroads. It provided, "That there be and is hereby, 
granted to the state of Kansas, for the purpose of aiding iaj 
the construction: First of a railroad and telegraph from the 
city of Leavenworth by the way of the town of Lawrence, 
and iHa the Ohio City, crossing of the Osage river to the 
southern hne of the state in the direction of Galveston Bay, 
in Texas, with a brancli from Lawrence, by the Valley of tha 
Wakanisa river, to the point on tlie Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fc railroad where said road intersects the Neosho 
riveF. Second, of a railroad from the City «f Atchison, 
via Topeka, the capital of said state, to the western 
line of tliQ state, in the direction of Fort Umon and 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, with a branch from where tliia 
last named road crosses the Neosho, down said Neosho 
Valley — every alternate section of land, designated by 
odd numbers, for ten sections in width on each side 
of said roads and each of its branches." The lands 
granted for the construction of these railroads and branches 
were to be devoted exclusively to their construction and were 
to be disposed of only as the work progressed. The saJd 
lands were granted to the State of Kansas to be disposed of I 
by its legislature only for the purpose aforesaid. And in 
effecting their disposal, the Governor was to certify to thi 
Secretary of the Interior whenever "twenty consecutive milei 
of either of said roads or branches is completed in a good, 
substantial and workmanlike manner, as a first-class rail- 
road, and the said Secretary shall be satisfied that said 
State has complied in good faith with this requirement, the 
said State may cause to be sold all lands granted as afore- 
said situated opposite to and within a limit of ten miles of 
the line of said section of road thus completed, extending^ 
along the whole length of said completed section of tventj; 
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■ of road, and no furtlier." After this manner the lands 
were to be granted "until said roads and branches are com- 
plied." A significant clause stated: "That if any of said 
nads and branches is not completed within ten years from 
tlie passage of this act, no further sale shall be made, and the 
hads unsold shall revert to the United States." The act 
ciffitauied the usual provisions making the railroads and 
branches public highways over which the United States mail 
ted troops were to be transported. 

It then only remained for the Kansas Le^slalure to pass 
''An Act to accept a grant of lands made to the State of 
Kansas, by the Congress of the United States, to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in said state and to apply 
the Kame to construction of such roods and telegraphs," 
This measure was duly enacted and became a law February 
Sth, 1864. But the Kansas Legislature went farther than 
■erely to accept in a perfunctory manner the enabling Act 
of Congress. It supplemented its act of acceptance with an 
Act authorizing certain counties to "subscribe to and take 
itock in certain railroad companies and issue bonds there- 
r'nr." This law which received the Governor's approval 

lurch Ist, 1864, provided, among other things, that the 
■ rupties of Atchison, Jefferson, and Shawnee, and all other 
counties through or near which the proposed line or lines of 
tlic Atchison, Topoka and Santa Fe Railroad and its 
brujches shall pass "are each hereby empowered and author- 
EMd to subscribe and take slock in the Atchison, Topcka and 
Santa Fe Railroad Company and to issue bonds for the 
■dine, not to exceed the amount of $200,000." Such stock 

f rourse could not Ije subscribed except by the consent of a 
iii»jority vote of the citizens of said counties. 

This friendly legislation was not the only effort which the 
Kansas Legislature put forth. At about the same time 
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the County boiidin|r bill was enacted, both Houses memo- 
rialized Congress in a concurrent resolution. The Secretary 
of State was then directed to forward to the Kansas dele- 
gation in Congress, to the President of the United States 
and the Speaker of the House, copies of the preamble and 
resolutions, urging that thej be submitted to Congress for 
consideration. 

But the Federal GoTcmment gave no heed to this request 
and the Santa Fe railroad had to be content with the landat 
appropriated in the Act of March 3rd, 1863. Compared 
with the help which other early transcontinental roads re- " 
ceived from Congress the Santa Fe got but small support. | 
For building from Omalia to Ogdcn the Union Pacific re- ] 
ceived nearly 12,000,000 acres and a loan of $27,236,518 J 
in government bonds. The Central and Western Pacific 
between Sacramento and Ogdcn got 8,000,000 acres and ■ 
similar loan of $27,855,680. The Kansas Pacific, after- 
wards a division of the Union Pacific running from Kansi 
City to Denver, received 6,000,000 acres and a loan of 
$6,000,000. The Union Pacific combination, in other words, 
received 26,000,000 acres of land and immediate finaocia 
aid to the extent of $61,392,192. While it was tlje firs! 
line to be built across the continent, Its construction in 
volved a nation-wide scandal. 

The Northern Pacific was given a public land grant aggPe 
gating about 43,000,000 acres, much of which land was vali 
able. TIio Atlantic and Pacific was granted 42,000,000 acres, 
a large part of it desert and practically useless. The TexM 
and Pacific got 23,000,000 acres ; the Southern Pacific aboul 
14,000,000. VTblh the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe, 
eventually to become one of tlie greatest and in some rer 
spects the most remarkable system of them all, received froiq 
Congress less than 3,000,000 acres of puUic land uid lUt 
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gOTemro«iit bonds. The history of the Santa Fe is remark- 
^de in that it is the story of a few great personalities with 
imagination and far-seeing vision achieving what appeared 
*i be the inipoasible. It is a story of definite ambitions, of 
iiJomilablc purpose, of able financing, efficient organization, 
.111 relentless energy. Cyrus Holhday, the father of the 
"intn Fe, personified these qualities, and the Santa Fe rail- 
jid developed leaders who embodied them to the highest 
^ifgrce. 

the spring of 1864, Mr. Holliday had accomplished 
Ue had effected the incorporation and organization 
company. His masterly initiative had brought lo- 
|Cther the Topcka railroad convention of 1860, which orgai 
iaed public sentiment, decided upon a definite line of 
tnd made the granting of aid to Kansas railroads an issue 
b Congress. This convention had projected five definite 
IveSt Holliday's among them, and of tliis number, all but 
first — "a railroad from the western boundary of the 
itc of Mi^Nouri . . . westwardly by the way of Emporia, 
nt and Council Grove . . ." were to materialize into 
irfant railroads. Of these four, the Atchison, Topek& 
Santa Vv promoted by Holliday, was to become one of 
great railway systems of the world. Another, the South- 
Kansas, was to be a part of the Santa Fe, while 
remaining lines were later to form important divisions! 
the Union Pacific, 
ndaunted by demoralized conditions due to the Civil 
, Mr. Hulliilay had stuck to his purpose. He finally 
secured, in llie passage of a bill framed by himself, 
eoabltng act of Congress authorizing the Kansas Legis- 
irc to appropriate tlie longnJesired grant of public lands 
lid of his prospective railroad. The supplementary le^s-. 
ID, together with an act aathortzing local assistance 
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ft memorial to Congress asking for financial help which wa« 
not given hatf been speedily rendered by the Le^slature. 
Still there remained a long period of wajting and much t« 
be done. The Civil conflict dragged on a year longer. Be- 
cause of the war and the disarranged business conditions of 
the country, times were not at all propitious in the Sixtiea 
for financing railroads, especially in Kansas whose record 
for drouths, border wars and cyclones was unenviable. At- 
tention was of course drawn largely to the Union-Central 
Pacific enterprise which with the powerful support of tho 
Federal Government was building In a spectacular fashion* 
The Pacific Railroad was desired by the whole country, 
though but few people thought it would develop the region i 
through which it passed. It was looked upon more as & ] 
strategic means of binding the Pacific Coast more eiFectu&Ily 
to the Union both commercially and in a military sense. In 
spite of the large volume of business and the numerous 
traders and emigrants who had for years been going out 
over the Santa Fc trail and settling, many of them, in tha 
distant Southwest, it was hard to convince capitalbts 
those days that the Santa Fe land grant and that the 
Kansas prairies in general, amounted to much. So late U 
1849, Josiah <5regg, the well-known Santa Fe trader and 
famous historian of the southwest trade routes, had writtcOt 
of the plains country: 

It will now readily be inferred that the Great Prairies fromi 
Red River to the Western sources of the Missouri are, as 
before been intimated, chiefly uninhabitable — not so macli tai 
want of wood (though the plains are altogether naked) as of 
soil and of water, for though some of the plains appear of 
sufficiently fertile soil, they are mostly of a sterile character, 
and all too dry to be cultivated. These great steppes s 
only fitted for the haunts of the mustang, the buffalo, tll» 
antelope, and their migratory lord, the prairie Indian. UnlcHf 



Cynu K. HolUday: the Man With a Big Idea 69 

with the progressive tnflQencc of time, some favorable mutation 
thould be wrouglit in nature's operations, to revive the plains 
and upland prairies, tbe occasional fertile valleys are too iso- 
Uted and remote to become the abodes of civilized men. 

While twenty years later thousands of people had learned 
that the prairies held great agricultural possibilities, yet 
popular prejudice still lingered east of the Mississippi where 
moHt of the capital was to be found. The idea of building 
k railroad across Kansas for the purpose of colonizing the 
plains seemed ridiculous to many. Some thought it barely 
possible to build more than a few hundred miles west of the 
Missouri. Others thought the Government might some day 
build a road for military purposes over the S6th parallel 
route through New Mexico and Arizona, hence, obviously, 
why finance a private enterprise? The war was over and tlie 
Imd grant secured, but it was still necessary to convince 
ikeptical investors that the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
nflroad project was not a piece of folly, the plan of a mere 
visionary. It was a long and heartless task, a struggle that 
luted ten years, but the personahty and iron will of Cyrus 
Slulliday, backed by his Topeka friends, triumphed in the 
ml. The chief trouble lay in getting funds to commence the 
Liitcrprise. Extending across Kansas was the splendid land 
grant in which people had dubious faith. But this land 
^rant, for better or for worse, could not be liquidated into 
ca«h luUcss the railroad was built to and through it. Here ^ 
was a case of finding tlie solution of a problem by solving iU 
And the long-sought means now seemed near at hand. 

In 1867 R petition was presented to the Board of County ' 
Commissioners of Shawnee County, of which Topeka is the 
county seat, requesting that a bond election be held to vote 
on a proposal to issue $250,000 in county bonds to aid in 
cotulructing the railroad through Shawnee County. This 
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proposition was voted down. Detennined to win 
events, Holliday, assisted hy Judge Safford, Judge Martin 
and P. I, Bonebrake, organized a housc-to-liouse campaign. 
Enthusiastic meetings, addressed by friends of the undertak- 
ing, were held in schoolhousca and churches. A new election 
was then called and the bonds carried. The next task was to 
offer the bonds in the financial centers of the country, where 
they failed to attract much notice. A contract was Bnatly 
let in 1867 to a George W. Beach, of New York, who agreed 
to build tlie road, but he did not keep his agreement. It 
appears that lie soon became convinced that the venture was 
too uncertain to warrant any outlay of money and effort, 
even with the bonded promise of local support. The county 
bonds had failed to arouse interest in the road. WTien tha 
task had actually seemed possible of fulfillment the contrac- 
tor had broken faith. Success was always slipping away, yet 
Mr. Holliday would not fail. Warmly supported by his 
friend, Jacob Safford, he renewed his efforts to get direct 
financial assistance outside of Kansas. Nobody knows the 
number of trips he made to the money centers of the East, 
but they were many. So the fight went on. 

April 9th, 1868, the Topeka Weekly Leader contained 
this bit of news: 

"Judge Safford and Col. Holliday left Topeka about the first 
of Alarch last for New York to look after the interests of this 
railroad. The Judge returned home on Friday last, bringing 
encouraging news in regard to the early construction of the' 
Atcbisoti, Topeka and Santa Fe R, R, 

Col. Hollidaj' tarried at New York to arrange the prclimi- 
naries. There seems to be no doubt — if wc believe what these 
gentlemen write and tell us — but tliat the road will be put under 
contract and work aetually commenced previous to Uic first day 
of June, next. 

We are importuned daily as to what are the chances of this 
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load being built and we have invariably answered that we did 
not know. However the horizon^ heretofore dark and bright by 
tama, is clearing and we fully believe in the early construction^ 
of tbe A. T- & S. F. Raiboad. 



llunee weeks later the same paper announced : 

Dally we are asked the question, ''Do you think the work 
vill aocm conunence on the Topeka and Santa Fe Raflroad?" 
NoWj that CoL Holliday has returned^ and having heard his 
statements, we say to the public that the early construction of 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad, is certainly flat- 
tering. That the grading will be started within the next sixty 
days we verily believe. 
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CHAPTER UI 

THE BEGINNINGS OF A GREAT BAILBOAD 

N the 7th of October, 1868, tlie Topeka State Record 
proudly announced : 

Tlie child is born nnd his name is "Success," lei >he capital 
city rejoice. 

The A. T. & S. F. Railrond will be built beyond peradventure. 
Work will commence immediately. Please inform the good peo- 
ple of Topeka and Shawnee County of the brilliant future 
awaiting them. 

It was a letter just received from Mr. HoUiday in New 
York, dated September 26th. 

To this glad news the Record added: 

It 19 fitting that Col. HoUiday should be the final saccesBfnl 
negotiator in this enterprise. To no one man in £ansss can the 
praise be awarded more surely for fostering and encouraging 
the various railroad schemes now making every farmer in the 
state richer than he waa than to Cot. Holiday. 

While others have abandoned the project as chimerical, the 
Colonel has never faltered, but has steadfastly kept on winning 
his way until bis enterprising schemes became the people's, and 
success came of it. The Colonel is soon to return and wiU merit 
the approbation of every property holder in the city. 

What had appeared impossible was at last to be sur- 
mounted ; for arrangements had been made with a stros^, 
middle-western firm, Dodge, Lord and Companj of Cincin- 
nati, who were now to start building operations in earnest. 
72 
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It is doubtful if the Shawnee Countj bonds and the uncer- 
fain prospects of the country through which the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe railroad was to pass could have in- 
dacrd eren this firm to take up the proposition. But the re- 
■oarceful Mr. Holliday, wisely anticipating the final diffi- 
caUies that would be met in fioancing his road, had prepared 
for this emergency by acquiring another grant of valuable 
land. Just weat of Topeta was the Pottawatomie Indian 
reservation, a splendid tract which lay wholly within the 
settled area of Kansas. It was land that people knew to be 
"habitable" and which would sell quickly at a fair rate if 
once put upon the market. By a treaty made with the tribe 
on November IStli, 1861, it had been provided that the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad company might 
buy the unallotted surplus lands of this reservation at the 
rate of one dollar and a quarter per acre. But to secure 
a patent to all tiie lands in question at this rate, the com- 
pany, or its assigns, must within six years "construct and 
fully equip a good and efficient railroad from Leavenworth 
City" through the reservation and to its western boundary, 
Wlien this period drew to a close the railroad company had 
not purchased the Pottawatomie lands. A new treaty con- 
cluded between the Government and reprcsentntives of this 
tribe on February 27, 1867, was amended by the Senate in 
Executive session July 35, 186S, in several particulars. 
Among these amendments it was provided that since the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western Railroad company, their 
■ucoessors and assies, had failed to purchase said lands, 
the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad company might 
within thirty days after the promulgation of the treaty, pur- 
choTC of the said Fottawatomies, their remaining unallotted 
land*, "except as hereinafter provided, at the price of one 
dotlar per acre lawful money of the United States. . . ." 
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There was to be no delay. The Secretary of the Interior was 
to grant certificates of purchase as soon as the Company had 
filed a bond for the purcl^ase and jwijment of the lands. Fur- 
thermore, the Company was given five years in which to pay 
fdr the tract, with interest at the rate of sis per cent, on 
all deferred payments until the whole purchase price waa 
paid. By tlus deal, which was effected through the Kansas 
delegation in the United States Senate, Mr. Holliday se- 
cured a tract of nearly 400,000 acres, which was liquidated 
steadily into cash, and from which the Company soon realized 
several hundred thousand dollars, funds that aided enor- 
mously in the early construction of the road. Mr. D. L. 
Lakin, who had been prominent in assisting Col, Holliday, 
was appointed Land Commissioner and he at once began the 
appraisal of tlie Pottawatomie lands with a view to their 
early disposal. Within a very few months these arrange- 
ments were completed and the rapid sale of the property 
wholly justified expectations. 

With adequate financial measures having thus been pro- 
vided, the actual construction of the Santa Fe railroad was 
now to begin. On getting the defaulted Beach contract in 
1868, Dodge, Lord fc Co. arranged with Thomas J. Peter of 
Cincinnati, one of the firm, whereby Peter became the as- 
signee of Beach. Peter then contracted with the members 
of his own firm to build the first twenty-five miles, from 
Topelia to Burlingame. The arrangement proved satisfac- 
tory, and T. J. Peter became the first builder of tlie Santa 
Fe. He waa the first en^neer and contractor who would risk 
attempting what many tliought was a futile project. It is 
said that when Peter first went out to Kansas to look the 
ground over he did so with misgivings, with no idea that a 
road built across the prairies would ever be a success. But as 
he traveled out over the plains and saw the herds of countless 
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buffaJocB, be concluded that a soil wliich supported infinite 
Dumbcra of these animala could likewise support mankind. 
Peter kIso consulted Senator Preston B. Plumb of Kansas 
as to the likelihood of the railroad being a success. Plumb 
strongly endorsed the proposition. Having once decided to 
itart operations, Petcf was not a man who turned back. 
Ground was broken for t!ie first construction of the Santa 
Pe early in November, 1868. There was a little ojiening 
ceremony. A party of some twenty citizens assembled in 
Topeko at a spot where the company's shops now stand 
and threw up a pile of dirt. There was some speech-making 
with Senator E. G. Ross as the cliief orator. After relating 

Ipe of the trials that had been undergone in the organiza- 
B of tlie railroad comimny the Senator was glad "after 
absence of four years in the army and three years m 
) United States Senate" to return to Topeka and throw 
I first shovel of earth upon the grading of the railroad 
icb ten years ago he had helpeil to organize. He was 
liappy that he had been inst nmiental in helping to promote 
a company that "in a few years at most would be of so much 

§is«quence to the state." Col. Holiiday is also said to 
•e mounted tlie pile and to have made a speech in wliich 
predicted that those jirescnt would live to see the road 
completed to Santa Fe, Laughter greeted the remark and 
it was not the last time that Hollidaj's ambitions were to be 
liculed. It was planned to spend the winter building a 
r across the Kaw at Topeka and in making prepara- 
1 lay track early the following spring. The Kansas 
which had built to Topeka in 1866, was of much 
jicc in bringing up materials from the east via Kan- 

J c»*y- 

Tliomafl J. Pct«r who tlius conducted the early building 
operations of the Santa Fe was an able cn^necr with an 
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interesting personalitj. That be made a strong impression 
upon the Kansas citizens is shown by these cheerful com- 
ments taken from a Topeka paper at that? time. "Tb< 
construction of the road ia under the personal aupervisioii 
of T. J. Peter, one of the heaviest stockholders, than whom 
it has not been our good fortune to meet a more perfect 
gentleman, and withal, a more thorough business man. Hav- 
ing devoted a life time to tlic work of constructing rail- 
ways, he is so familiar with the duties imposed bj that kind 
of enterprise that his business ways are almost electric; 
his habits of discharging business are such as to inspii 
the assurance that the work will be prosecuted with the 
utmost vigor. He comes among us with his capital, and a 
character for integrity without a blemish. It is such men 
that make a nation strong: it is such men that our people 
rejoice to welcome in our midst. It is such enterprises a) 
that in which he is now so zealously engaged that our peopli 
delight to foster." 

Interesting stories have been told about Peter. It 
that he was strictly temperate in his habits, and would 
neither smoke, chew nor drink ; but his profanity when 
aroused was fearfully sublime. He had an extraordinary 
memory and contrary to the usual methods of civil engi- 
neers he made but little use of office records. It was hii 
policy not to issue written orders, and the subordinate wb< 
failed to remember his instructions three months after they 
were verbally given was likely to arouse Peter's profant 
wrath. All in all Peter had a vigorous personality, wag at 
able engineer and an aggressive leader. To aay that hii 
habits of discharging business were such as to inspire con 
(idence was no idle talk, for he produced big results. Hi 
proved a worthy instrument for Cyrus Holliday's ambi- 
tions, and within five years he made the Santa Fe an import- 
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«at rsitroad in which there was a suggestion of future 

great ses§. 
While the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad was 

projected southwest from Atchison through Topeka, Em- 

[dria, and out over the Santa Fc trail to New Mexico, con- 
■ ruction, as we have seen, started at Topeka, and moved 

south and west. It was two years before Atchison and To- 
peka were connected. The first plan, as already shown, was 
to build twenty-five miles from Topeka nearly due south to 
Borlisganie. This route led through some fairly good coal 
deposits, the exploitation of which could and did furnish the 
company with a dependable fuel supply. As the line ad- 
TSDCed, it opened up excellent territory which was tributary 
to Topeka, since the entire southern half of Kansas — south 
of the Kansas Pacific — was without railroads and awaiting 
denlopment. Almost from the outset, the construction of 
the Santa Fe into this region attracted capital and imnii- 
graots from the East beyond all expectation. The effect 
was to advance the price of real estate and quicken business 
is gcneraL It is not surprising that the press and people 
of Topeka rejoiced as the road was built; nor that towns 
*luch sprang up all along the line boasted with pride of 
their present and future "prospects." 

By the latter part of March it was reported that ten 
mile* of roadbed was ready for ties and rails, while rails and 
fastenings for another ten miles were in transit from St, 
Louts. The "fine" bridge over the Kaw was nearly complete, 
which allowed a direct connection with the Kansas Pacific 
tracks across the river. The work now progressed steadily, 
sad late in April an excursion was made by a party of dis- 
tinguished citizens including ofHcials of the company, to 
WakarusA) a village twelve miles out and toward which the 
road was building. The track had been constructed only 
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seven miles, but ttic cxcureionists who Riled tno passengei 
coaches rode proudly over thia stretch, covering the distanci 
in Uiirty minutes, A reporter who accompanied the pat^J 
has left an enthusiastic account of his experience. "We lefl 
the city," he says, "at three o'clock and soon were stenminf 
over the prairies at the rate of fifteen miles an hour." Thi 
substantial clmracter of the road as built — bridges 
masonry — "elicited the most approved commendations fron 
the party." The tics were of oak and walnut and the raili 
iron, 56 pounds to the yard. "It was apparent to all thai 
the roadbed had not been built merely for the purposes ol 
securing franchises, but that its proprietors designed if 
for service. Superintendent Noble (of the Kansas Pacific 
a guest), pronounced the work the best he ever saw in ■ 
prairie country." The end of the track was reached in 
half hour and the remaining distance of five miles wj 
made in carriages. Already the grade was completed t( 
Wakarusa and workmen were fastening rails to the ties 
the rate of over a half a mile each day. 

At Wakarusa an old-fashioned picnic celebration witJ 
eating, drinking and oratory was held. Wliile much elo 
quence was displayed by various speakers who came fuH] 
primed for the occasion, it was here that Col. Holliday u 
said to have delivered his famous "Wakarusa speech," th* 
climax of the day. Never averse to making speeches, e» 
pecially on hehalf of his railroad project, Mr. Holliday no* 
had reasons to bo hopeful. After years of struggle he ha^ 
gotten his railroad, at least a small one, financed and \U 
construction begun. He had just ridden over seven miles < 
its track, five miles more would soon be ready. Great thinj 
now were sure to come. The longer he talked, the mo; 
fervid his inspiration became. So he boldly an- 
nounced to his audience that some da; the road would cro« 
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llir ttockies and reach old Santa Fe. This nearly took his 

listeners' breath, but the Colonel's ambitions wore now be- 

jond control. The railroad thus conimenccd would, he 

ttid, grow larger arid larger. Erelong the Gulf of Mexico, 

Mexico and finally distant California, would all be 

med with the Kfississippi Valley and even the Great Lakes. 

iday then assumed that famous pose with which it is 

he often addressed railroad meetings in those days. 

(g the southwest he crossed his arms in the form of a 

Witontal X on a level with his shoulders and with a voice 

Irnnulous with emotion, declared: "Fellow citizens, imagine, 

if you please, my right hand as Chicago, my left as St. 

Louis. Eventually the railroad we contemplate will reach 

tbeM two cities and, crossing at Topeka the intersection 

of my arms, will extend to Galveston, the city of Mcsico, 

tod San Francisco. The coming tides of immigration will 

flow along these lines of railway, and like an ocean wave will 

advance up the sides of tlie Rockies and dash their foaming 

crests down upon the Pacific slope." 

JIany stories have been told of Holliday's speeches and 
all are united as to tJie wild optimism which he expressed. 
At Wakarusa, his flight of oratory and unbelievable proph- 
ecies were too much, even for hopeful spirits of a frontier 
celebration. Many laughed scornfully, others stared in 
open-mouthed amazement; and one young man, a local wit 
luuncd Tom Anderson, is said to have flung himself down and 
kicked up his heels in an agony of unrestrained mirth, at the 
same time exclaiming, "Oh, the damned old fool !" But it was 
to be tl«f pleasant irony of fate that the "old fool" should live 
to «ee his prophecies fulfilled. Wliile few if any persons could 
have shared Mr. Holliday's extreme hopes, public confidence 
luul bt-t>t) aroused. The average sentiment was doubtless 
fairly and moderately expressed in tliis extract from a news- 
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paper account of this excursion : "From the expeditions and 
satisfactory manner in which this company have conducted 
their work the friends of the enterprise can rest easy as to its 
prospects. Tliere is no mistake about it, we are soon to have 
a road from Atchisoa to Emporia, and a good one too." 

Before the end of May the railroad had crossed the line 
from Shawnee into Osage County. On the 17th of June, 
when the track had nearly reached Carhondale, another \ag 
escursion, comprising about two hundred Topeka citizens, 
with invited guests, went out once more to the end of the lin^ 
which had now been extended into Osage County, fifteen miles 
from Topeka, The road had more than doubled in length 
since the first trip and so the party proceeded to celebrate ia 
much the same manner as at Wakarusa. 

After the road had crossed the county line the Shawnee 
County Commissioners promptly issued the bonds as voted 
in the election of 1867, receiving in exchange stock in the 
company, A train schedule was next arranged and an- 
nounced in the Topeka papers late in June. This is the 
notice, the first Santa Fe time card, aa it ori^nally ap- 
peared: 

A. T. & S. F. R. R. Time Table 
Superintendent's Office A. T. & S. F. R. B. 

Topeka, June SS, 1869. 

The above railroad will be opened for business on Monda^* 
June astli, 1869, between Topeka and Carbondale (17 niilc«j# 
at which point trains connect with stages for Burlingome and 
Emporia. Trains will run daily except Sundays as foUowySj 
Mixed train leaves Topeka at 6:13 A. M., arriving at Carbon*! 
dale 7:*5 A. M, Passenger leaves Carbondale 10:10 A. M.» | 
arrives at Topeita 11:30 A. M., connects with east and west 
trains on tlie Kansas Pacific, Returning leaves Topeka at 1 :00 
P. M., arriving at Carbondale 2 :00 P. M, Mixed train lean) 
Carbondale 4:00 P. M,, arriving at Topeka 5:15 P. M. 

T. J, Peter, Snpt 




7*&« Beyhmmga of a Great RaUroad 



Having thus projected the raih'oad, organized it, and 

M>-und for it large assets in the form of land grants; and 

ince he had financed the road, wot its construction under 

»»v and in formal operation, Cyrus K. HoUiday need no 

I longer be a central figure in this narrative. The building 

I tt the Santa Fe was to go on, slowly at first with occasional 

•fflays, yet on the whole eteadily until its present greatness 

I'Jii been attained. So far, the genius and persistence of 

'!iL' promoter have stood out in bold relief. Now the force 

' ' Mr. Holliday's great personality merges into that of the 

jqjoratian which he had created, and he ceases to be so 

:iryniinent a character in the story. Yet be it remembered 

i;it for more than thirty years, until his death on March 

-:l!h, 1900, Mr. Holliday remained an active and efficient 

ij>i mber of the Santa Fe directorate. 

As the line continued to progress toward Emporia, si sty - 
two miles south, a boom struck that villa^. An election to 
rote bonds in aid of the approaching railroad was held on 
June 15th amid much excitement. As to the outcome of this 
election, an Emporia correspondent wrote to a Topeka 
paper: "The vote on bonds to the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe R. R. to-day resulted gloriously. Lyons County 
sustains her record in favor of railroads." The bonds car- 
ried by about 350 majority, which, as the writer claimed, was 
"150 better than the most sanguine supporters of the bonds 
looked for." A thorough and effective canvass was made and 
the proposition gained rapidly among the people from the 
fint. 

Say to your nnmerons readers that there will he two railroada 
to Emporia in a j-ear from now and tell Holliday, Lakin and 
the eastern men to hurry up their cakes. 

Thin(CH are lively here. Lots that went begging at $500.00 
three months ago are readily gobbled at $1,000.00 now. About 
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one handred men are in town awaiting Uie result of the railroad 
vote. Had it been adverse they wonld have skedaddled to- 
morrow. Aa it is, they remain oiid go to work to-morrow. 

Harry Norton to-day sold $10,000 worth of property to Dr. 
Griswold of Ohio, Bancroft's agency is overrun. 

Gen. Schoficld arrived to-day and is at the National. The 
quiet way in which he came and in which he acts excites the 
admiration of our people. No one knows his mission. He 1« 
dressed as a citizen and don't sport ax\y fancy dogs or willow 
jngs. 

Another Emporia citJzen wlio signs himself, "Coeur de 
Lion," wrote at the saiiio time to thL' same paper: 

The town is crowded with strangers and speculators; real 
estate steadily stiffens in price; the good time so long coming 
is evidently at hand. The crop prospect was never better; the 
fortunate holders of lots hold up their heads with new dignity; 
everything is lovely, and the goose was never more loftily 
suspended. 

By the close of 1869, the road had been constructed ^ 
miles. By August, 1870, it had been extended to Emporia, 
thirty-four milos farther. On the eighth of that same month 
the citizens of Marion County, just west of Lyons, held a 
big mass meeting at Marion Center, their county seat, where 
it was resolved that a railroad from the Missouri River to 
Wichita was "one of the most feasible and important of 
modem enterprises"; and that the immense cattle trade 
waiting now to pass over such a road would certainly make 
it a paying line. The number of cattle now in this vicinity* 
was duuhle that of any previous years and the superior 

' It has long been the practice to bring the rough ranch cattle from 
the southwest plains, notahlj fron Texas Inio East Central Kansas and 
Itiere fatten them on the rich pastures that al>oiiDil' in the Cottonwood asd 
Neosho Valleys. Many farmers In the Mississippi Valley are now buy-] 
iag this class of livestock aod "fitting" It for market. 
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taing of Marion County was bound to iiicreaBe the herdB 
'Itch year. It was further resolved that since they were on 
the dircet line of tlie new route, the people of Marion County 
»lood ready to do alt reasonably within their power to aid 
II the spci^j completion of the road, and to that end they 
cfi'tred $150,000 in county bonds to the first railroad to 
r build through their county seat,^ 

I During 1871 the road was built from Emporia to Newton, 
r B distance of about 75 miles. Newton, which now is a well- 
KRown division point, was reached in July. Traffic on the 
'■■M developed with surprising rapidity. The cash receipts 
il the Emporia station for December, 1870, were about 
.•36,000. The gross earnings for the company for the first 
five months after the road was built to Emporia totaled 
l£16d,7Sl, with running expenses less than 50 per cent. So 
lively did business become that it was necessary to purchase 
me bundred new stock cars to take care of the traffic. 

Construction was halted at Newton for several months, 
vbere considerable traffic was developed, since numerous 
herds of cattle were steadily arriving from northern Texas 
I) be shipped east over the new road. But while bnsiness was 
od, there was cause for anxiety. It will be remembered 
i/il the Congressional land grant of March 3, 1863, had 
(Upulated that the line must be built across Kansas within 
ten years. Less than two years of tliis allotted time re- 
'Topcka Slate Record Aug. 17, 18T0. It was customHry for Kansas 
COiuiti» to vote bonils to assist in the construction of this nud other 
railroads. In the case of the Sanin Fc the usual sum volcil by a county 
•«3 8150.000. The Company in turn gave the county full paid stock for 
Uk bondK. Ukewisc many townnhips and raunlclpallties voted similar 
•Id. Defliiite flK>"'CS as to the amount of help the Santa Fc received 
from these sources are not available, but it was considerable. The 
date of KnnSBB never bKame involved, as it is forbidden hy its constitu- 
tJun to liecome ■ party to enterprises for internal ImproTement. A hit- 
loi; of these locnl bond grants would make interesting reading. 
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mained and of the 469 miles to be built from Atchison lo 
the Colorado boundary onlj 137 had as ;et been completed. 
The government surveyors had not yet ascert^ned the pre- 
cise location of the Kansas -Co lor ado boundary and it 
not known just how far to build. But further, and of far 
more serious importance, times were not good, money rates 
were high and getting higher. Tlie cost of materials 
advancing. It would take $5,000,000 to complete the thne 
hundred and thirty odd miles of road that must be built in 
record time to save the all-important land grant. There 
was some talk of requesting Congress to extend the time limit 
two years until the company should be better able to meet 
these unprecedented problems. But an exciting presidential 
contest was on and since both business and political condi- 
tions were uncertain the directors decided it unwise to risk 
further delay, and voted to build the *'whole line" at once. 
The necessary funds were raised, construction was begun 
and within a year the work was done. 

The long delayed 50-mile line from Topeka to Atchis(Hi 
was built early in 1872, the first train passing over this 
division on May 16th. This outlet was valuable as it gave 
the road terminal connections with a number of important 
lines, such as the Dannibal & St. Joseph, Rock Island, Chi- 
cago, Burlington & Quincy and Missouri Pacific. A good 
eastern outlet was thus secured, the Santa Fe was no longer 
forced to depend solely upon the Kansas Pacific, and could 
now route its own shipments directly to the trana-AIissouri 
River railroads. 

In the early spring of the same year the Newton and 
Southwestern, the first Santa Fe branch, was built from 
Newton to Wichita, some 37 miles. This road, which wa» 
built nominally by private parties friendly to the Santa Fe, 
was speedily acquired by that company. A story goes that 
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General Manager T, J. Peter, realizing that Wichita, Ihcn 
ft village, might some day become a city of importance and 
Ihat this branch would soon open a good traffic, strongly 
urged the directors to take the initiative in building it. 
Chiefly because of unfavorable business conditions they de- 
clined. Whereupon Peter raised the money and built the 
road on his own responsibility, The directors, now convinced 
tbat the branch was TaluaUc, proceeded to buy it from Mr. 
Peter, who charged a snug profit for his trouble. 

There now remained about S85 miles to be constructed 
from Newton west to the State line. The route for much of 
the distance followed the Santa Fe trail along the Valley of 
tbe Arkansas; it led through wild, uninhabited prairies. 
There was some fear of Indians although the natives gave 
no serious trouble. And this enterprise, a great undertak- 
ing for a small and struggling company, had to be com- 
pleted within a year or the larger portion of the land 
grant would be lost. Work started from Newton about 
May Iflt, 1872. The line had been laid out by En^neer 
Albert A. Robinson, assisted by James D. Burr. Because 
of the level country, grading was comparatively easy. Ma- 
terials and supplies of all kinds were brought over the line 
from the Missouri River and brought up as needed as fast 
aa the line was extended. The track-laying and erection of 
bridges were under the direction of James Criley, a profane 
but exceedingly proficient Irishman, who drove construction 
lianl and fast. Tlie road was completed and opened for 
operation to Hutchinson, 33 miles west, on June 17: to Great 
Bern], 51 miles furtlier, on August 5th ; to Lamed, 23 miles, 
on August 12th ; to Dodge City, 60 miles beyond, Sept. 19th ; 
and to tlie State line, which the government engineers were 
tardy in locating, on Dec. 28th, when cars were run over 
the entire route from the Missouri to Colorado. The land 
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grant was eaved and with over two moiithB to spare. About 
S60 miles had been built withiD nine months. Moreover, the 
road, it is claimod, was remarkably well built, much better 
than the majority of western roads, "and in general con- 
struction would bear comparison with the best roads either 
East or West," 

By the close of 1872, then, the Atchison, Topeka and 
Sajita Fc railroad had been built across Kansas. It con- 
sisted of a main line stem 469 miles in len^h from Atchison 
to Topeka, then south to Emporia and southwest through 
florence, Newton, around the big bend of the Arkansas 
tlirough Great Bend, Lamcil, Dodge City, and then due west 
along the valley of the Arkansas to Colorado, Also there 
was one branch nearly S8 miles in length from, Newton to 
Wichita, Early in the new year, a slight advance had been 
made into Colorado under the charter of a company incor- 
porated in tliat territory. Thus the first formal yearly re- 
port of the Santa Fe directors, issued on March 31st, 187S( 
could state proudly that they had 497 miles of railroad in 
full operation. This railroad had been started and devel- 
oped within four years ; while about 362 miles had been con- 
structed within the last twelve months. Judged by the 
standards of that time the road was thoroughly built and 
well equipped. It was for the most part laid with iron rails 
of size 56 pounds to the yard. The tics were white oak, 
2,600 to the mile. The embankments were wide; the cul- 
verts, bridges, albutments, waterways and cattle guards 
were nearly all built of stone. 

"Neat and capacious depots of the most modem type 
built at all important stations." Engine houses of stone 
and brick had been constructed at Atchison and Top^a. 
lar structures of wood, and numerous water stations'^ 
been erected at various points along the line. 
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• fourteen "commodious section houses" and fifteen en- 
closed yards for tlie shipping of live stock. The transpor- 
tfttion business was carried on with 38 locomotives, 80 
passenger, 9 sleeping, 755 freight and 255 miacellaDeous 
cars. And the gross earnings of this small but ambitious 
railroad for tlic year ending March 31, 1873, totaled 
$1,172,013, with expenses of $748,210, leaving a net 
balance of $423,803. This excellent showing had been 
inad« on an average of 282.97 operated miles.* Perhaps Col. 
Holliday's notions as to the industrial possibilities of the 
Kansas prairies were not so foohsh after all. 

Such wire the beginnings of the Santa Fe. It had crossed 
llie state of Kansas and entered Colorado when further ex- 
pansion was temporarily cut short by the financial panic of 
1873. Henceforth, for a time, the company was to pursue 
a very conservative policy, developing its property, colon- 
ixing its lands and extending its lines slowly and with cau* 
tion, With the coming of a great executive, four years 
later, the Santa Fe was quickly to emerge from these sound 
be^nnings into a great railroad. But let us next glance 
at the frontier which this railroad created and then de- 
stroyed — building in its stead an industrial empire that has 
become a vital asset to this nation's greatness. 

* Kfvping In mind of coarse that during most of this period the road 
wa* In process of coostructloii. 
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BUILDING the first railroads across Kansas mad« poK 
Bible the rapid development of the Northern TexM 
cattle business ; and it led to the equally rapid extinction of 
the buffaloes. While the rich pastures of the Texas Pan- 
handle were capable of sustaining vast herds of cattle just ts 
they had for centuries supported countless buifaloes, tiw 
raising of cattle in this region never could be attempted oo. 
a large scale so long as they had to be driven to Missouri 
Hiver points several hundred miles overland for marketing. 
The cattlemen welcomed the Union Pacific, which first crossed 
the plains. At once the practice arose of driving the herds 

'This chapter is presented solely as a piirture of conditions as thef 
were. It aims to depict Bome of the scenes enacted in the most typical 
of the cattle towns that sprang up at the "end of tlie line" as the Snota 
Fe railroad moved westward across the prairies. The writer is ft 
with these towns as the]' now are, hsvin)c lived in one of than neaitf 
two fears. A few fears ago he visiled Dodge City, the most famans of 
them all, uid carefully interviewed some of the most noteworthy of tbc 
survivors of the early days, the men who were founders of the town 
who witnessed the incidents herewith reproduced. Among the men 
Interviewed were Chalkley Beeson, Robert M. Wright, G. M. Hoorer, 
and M. W. Sutton. These gentlemen, one a ranchman, one a b 
man, one a bank-president and another a lawyer, have long been 
the most respected citizens of the town. Three of the number, Beewn 
Wright, and Hoover, recently died. Mr. Wright has writtco some te- 
teresting historical accounts of his early experiences on the frontkr. 
While many of the smaller detnils of the stories in this chapter can 
be literally confirmed they are given as the concurrent testimoor of 
four gentlemen mentioned above. 
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Dorthward to the most accessible railroad point and then 

i*tipping them in trainloads eastward. So early as 1867, in 
spite of restrictive quarantine laws imposed by Kansas, 
86,000 head were shipped from Abilene, in that state, over 
tte Union Pacific. In 1871 about 600,000 head were received 
it this little town. In the summer of that year, it will be 
recalled, the Santa Fe reached Newton and within eighteen 
months had also crossed the state, running from eighty 
to one hundred miles south of the Kansas Pacific. Since the 
animals could now be shipped from points still nearer the 
big pastures, the cattle business at once passed to the more 
southern Santa Fe route, and, as this railroad moved west- 
ward, strange towns sprang up from the plains at the "end 
of the line." These were the so-called "cattle towns" of the 

i early Seventies. Their origin, as important centers was due 
almost wholly to the sudden influx of hundreds of cattlemen 
bringing tens of thousands of cattle, seeking a place of 
shipment. 

So in the fall of 1871, the strange frontier conditions, 
the booming prosperity, unrestrained vice, lawlessness, crime, 
sis-shooter justice and "boothill" grave-yards — where men 
were buried with their boots on — all these conditions which 
had characterized Abilene, passed with the cattle trade to 
Newton. A few months later as the railroad advanced, 
Newton was to diride this questionable distinction with 
Wichita, on tlie south, and with Raymond, Great Bend, 
Laraed and Dodge City to the westward. Lying at the 
Bouthemmost point of the Santa Fc main line in Kansas, and 
hence at that time the nearest railroad station to the Pan 
Handle country, it was Dodge City that became the most 
notorious of all the cattle towns, and because of her prox- 
imity to the cattle country this town held this notoriety the 
longest of any of the famous prairie towns on the old rail- 
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road fnotier. WhQe inaBT interesting stories caa be written 
of all tKese pl&<x«, D<xl|^ Citj ms the roost rcprescotAtive 
luu been ckoaen for the nuun theme of this chapter. 

A story goes that more than fortjr years ago on a warm 
nunnier dav, a drunken man stuniUed aboard a Santa Fe 
train in irestem Kansas vithoat hartng troabled himself to 
purchase a ticket. Now the conductor of this particnlar 
train — we maj call him Smith — was a little man who served 
his eoiDpany well, but be stuttered. Tlnding the inebriated 
passenger snoring serenely in the nooker. Smith shook 
gently. 

"Whatcher want?" growled the irate dtiieii. 

**T — ticket p-pl-please !" 

"Ain't got none!" 

"W-well, wh-where you g-goin'?** 

"Coin' to hell !" 

"Say, m-mjfltcr, g-pve me a d-doOar and I-FU let y-y-yoa 
off at D-D-Dodge City r 

No western town has been more truly western, nor has 
any Auicrican town been more truly American than Dodge 
City. And go famous has this place become that it is now 
the usual practice of magazine writers to make Dodge City 
the setting for nearly all their "gun" stories.' While most of 
these talcs are highly colored, and while there has been a 
tendency to over-emphasize the bad and to overlook the good 
features of this community, it must be admitted that tlie 
town lias had a remarkable past. It has typified all that the 
West has stood for— an utter disregard of things conven- 
tional, lawlessness, six-shooter justice and a sham social and 
political organization; yet these lax conditions were per- 
meated by a desire for things better, which desire finally 
resulted in a triumph of law and order and in the creatioi 
of a sane community spirit. 
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1 years back this little straggling town on the Arkansas 
was a sort of crucible in which all the diverse elements of the 
plains — soldiers, railroad men, merchants, cattlemen, gam- 
blers, divekeepers, strumpets and roustabouts — were fused, 
into a composite something, and that something was 
Dodge Cit; of popular fancy. 

But times have changed. Busy snitch engines snort back 
and fortli where whooping cowboys once cavorted. Mild- 
eyed young men in while coats draw soda-water where fierce 
bartenders in buckskin shirts once appeased the thirst of 
bad men. A peaceful, law-abiding town of about four 
thousand souls is the Dodge City of to-day. Quiet reigns 
there, and vice is conspicuous by its absence. Old men sit 
in front of restaurants and pool haUs and swap yams. Milk 
vagons and delivery carts rattle harmlessly about, while 
automobiles ghde in all directions. A Harvey House gon| 
thtunped by a slant-eyed Japanese, announces the arrivi 
of Uie trains. One sees along the streets the usual aggre- 
gations of banks, barber poles, bakeries, and bill boards. A 
large brick school house stands decorously on the summit 
of Boot Hill, once famed as a coffinless cemetery. A dozen 
or so well-attended churclies attest to the piety of the place. 
A change has even come over local politics, for the Mayor 
i» no longer the leading saloon-keeper. There are no saloons 
now and the mayor is usually a prominent business man. All 
this sounds commonplace enougli, to be sure, but forty odd 
years ago things were dJfTerent. 

Doilgc City originated in 1872, just a few weeks befoi 
the arrival of the Santa Fe railroad. The first white 
to locate there were G. M. Hoover and J. G. McDonald, who 
un June 17th started a retail business in a tent, A little 
later that same day the firm of Cutter and Wiley est 
Uabcd a supply store, which building still remains. Th« 
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two men vcre railroad contractors, and they were joined 
almost immediately by the Masterson brothers — of six- 
shooter fame — who had a sub-contract for building two tniln 
of railroad grade directly tJirough the town-site, 

The town was laid out in August, at or very near the tjtne 
the railroad arrived. Ford County, in which Dodge u 
situated, was not organized until the spring of 1873. This 
Bcttlcmeiit was then in the heart of the buffalo country, and 
it is not Gurprising to learn that Uie town was first called 
Buffalo City. But in applying to the government for a 
pOBtofficc it was found that there was already a Buffalo 
Station out on tlie Kansas Pacific, and another little town 
of Buffalo — which still survives — -in Wilson County. Not 
caring to have any more "Buffaloes" jn Kansas, the Post- 
master General in granting a postoffice sent out the name of 
Dodge City, in honor of Fort Dodge, which was but five 
miles away. 

Having thus secured a railroad and a postoffice the town 
began to grow; and it also commenced to assume some of 
the commercial importance which Hays City over north on 
the Union Pacific had been enjoying. In fact Dodge secured 
some of her most noted pioneer citizens from Hays, these 
gentlemen being keen enough to see good business opening* 
in the new town. Krst there came Jim Kelly, who opened 
and ran the well-known Opera House saloon and who later 
became mayor and "all-round man" in the community. Then 
came A. B. Webster and R. W. Evans, both with stocks of 
merchandise. They were followed by Jim Hanahan who be- 
came the first state representative from Ford County, to- 
gether witli Moses Waters, a prosperous liquor dealer, mnd 
other enterprising characters. 

Having thus gotten into the school geographies through 
the conventional means of a railroad and a postoffice, Dodgt 
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0tj tben proceeded to put herself upon the map in more 
thorough-going style, first, business was needed, for there 
Kcre itcveral well-eqiiipped stores and bar-rooms awaiting 
vMtomcrs. Big business came. Tlic railroads had brought 
mtoy hunters onto tlie plains and the slaughter of the buf- 
fdoea was then at its height and freight traffic came with 
Icnps and bounds. Almost from the outset hundreds of cars 
I'mdtd with buffalo hides and meats wore shipped eastward. 
And each day there were arriving from the east dozens of 
irloads of grain, fiour, provisions, spirits, and other fron- 
r supplies. Within a year the town had acquired a large 
ijuting population. Aside from being the shipping point 
for Fort Dodge, an important military post nearby, it was 
tlie headquarters for hundreds of trappers, traders, hunters, 
ssfticrs, and hither came the cattlemen with dusty, panting 
herds of Texas long-horns. These men caroused frequently, 
t') be sure, but they also bought supplies, and their patron- 
age made for good business. 

It is said that the local firm of Cliarlca Rath and Com- 
pany once wired Long Brothers of Kansas City for two 
hundred cases of baking powder, to be forwarded at once. 
Astounded at so large an order from a frontier town a mem- 
ber of the Kansas City concern went to Col. W. E. Askew, 
A prominent hide-buyer who was supposed to know all about 
IWotern Kansas, and inquired if the order could be bona fide. 
A"kew thought it looked queer and telegraplied Ratli & Co. 
rind if there had not been a mistake. Tlieir reply was, 
" mistake. Double the order." Arriving in Dodge City 
on a business trip a few days later, tlie Colonel saw seven or 
right carloads of Hour stacked up in a single wurehouse, 
and he was then glad to admit that still more baking powder 
Rliglit be needed. 

Few rich mining camps ever have equaled the boom daya 





at Dodge City. The plume swarmed with buffaloes and ft 
ggod hunter could make one hundred dollars a day killing 
these beasts for their skins. Money was ovcp-plcntifuL A 
quarter was the smallest change, and no item sold for l68l 
than that amount. A drink of whisky, a shave, a box of 
matches, or a plug of tobacco, all sold for the same pric^ 
twenty-five cents. 

Now, it is not surprising that a town of this kind wouU 
attract all kinds of persons, good, bad and indifferent; and 
that Occasionally there arose feuds and personal differences 
which required immediate adjustment. 

Gambling and painted women were the chief cause of 
most of Dodge City's violence; race prejudice was also 
a factor. The town started out peaceably enough and had 
it not been for the steady influx of these two lawless ele- 
ments, its early history might read differently. But the 
women and the gamblers came, together witli three-card 
montc, poker, faro, and roulette — and with this combination 
came trouble swift and certain. 

The first man killed in Dodge was a negro called "Tex." 
He had had some trouble with a gambler known as '*Denver," 
and it seems the two parted without effecting a settlement. 
Procuring a gun "Denver" stationed himself over Jim Ke^ 
ly's saloon and lay in wait for his victim. "Tex," unconr' 
scious of dangiT, happened along soon afterward, and wa» 
shot through the top of the head. For this crime "Denver" I 
was not seriously molested. 

In the spring of 1873 another negro, who drove a h»d I 
to and from Fort Dodge, was killed. It appears that wh3e 
he was temporarily absent from his rig, a gang of saloon 
loafers took possession of it and started out for a hilarious \ 
ride. The colored driver on roappi^aring, ran indiscreetly 
after the crowd, protesting against their conduct, and h* 
was shot down in cold blood. This murder caused 
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for the dead man was or had been a private employee of 
Cot. R. I. Dodge out at the fort. Col, Dodge at once started 
an investigation, which resulted in sending Hicks, one of the 
gang, to the penitentiary. "Scotty," an accomplice, hid in 
an ice box in Peacock's saloon, and although the town was 
surrounded by United States cavalry, he was spirited safely 
away that night. Hicks* confession of guilt was candid. 
After the murder, the corpse had been thrown upon tlie 
sidewalk and covered with a buffalo hide. Walking up to 
the body and coolly jerking aside its covering. Hicks pointed 
to a certain bullet hole, with the remark, "I shot him there!" 

During tlie first year of Dodge City's existence about ■ 
fourteen men were shot. This high rate of crime may have 
been due partly to the fact that the county was then, as 
already noted, unorganized. For judicial purposes it wag 
attached to EIHs county on the north, which arrangement 
nmdc Uie courts of justice cumbersome ; in fact so slowly did 
criminal justice move that men usually preferred to redress 
their own grievances. 

Even during the balmiest days the spirit of law was never 
entirely lacking in Dodge. Besides the above-mentioned 
lack of R county organization which worked a severe judicial 
buidicBp, for over a year the town was rent into factions. 
At first there was a civil and a military division, many citi- 
Xeos botly resenting the right of soldiers from the fort to 
Buke arrests in the town even when lawlessness was openly 
defiant. Other men, of course, clamored for an orderly com- 
inanity even if martini law were required to secure it. 

With the coming of the cattle trade which followed closely ■ 
the arrival of the railroad, matters took on a new aspect. 
Tbe town then split into "gang" anil "anti-gang" elements, i 
the latter faction adhering politically to the county outside 
as opposed to Dodge City proper. This was just after 
iSbtd County had been organized. 
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The cowboys who now started coming to town in great 
numbers were not eXviays so bad as they have been rcprv- 
sented. Often — too often — they would begin a riotous cele- 
bration shooting out lights and committing other acts of 
violence that were not conducive to public safety. Agaio, 
they would take exception to the extortionate business meth- 
ods practiced by the . gamblers and saloonmen and "start 
trouble." There were, of course, marshals, and more marshab 
to preserve peace when possible; and these ofBcials naturally 
stood in with the "gang" or town clique. As a result, the 
cowboys usually got the worst of it tliough they managed 
now and then to create a lot of excitement in their efforts 
to even up their alleged wrongs. 

Several extracts from the correspondence between Colond 
R. I. Dodge, Commandant at the fort, and Governor Thoma*. 
Osborn of Kansas are here reproduced. They furnish a good 
contemporary picture of the conditions that prevailed in 
1873 and they also show the inevitable difficulties that MUe 
when military and civil authority conflict. 

To Governor Thomas Osborn, 
Leaven wortb, Kansas. 
A most foul and cold-blooded murder committed last night bf 
rufBans in Dodge City. County organized but no election yet 
Had nobody with power to act. Please authorize the arrest of 
murderers. 

Ricliard I. Dodge, 
Major Third laf. CowAp 

Leavenworth, Kaa., 
June 4,, l%lt. 
To Richard L Dodge, 

Major Comdg. Third Infantry, 

Fort Dodge, Kansas. 
Until Ford Count; is fully organised yon are anthorised b 
holdj subject to orders of the civil authorities of the prop) 
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CJsI districts, all persons notoriously guilty of a Tiolatios 
r the criniinal laws of this state. I desire that yoa sfaoald 
exercise authority with great care and unly in extreme cases. 
Thomas A. Osbom, 
Governor of Kansas. 
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few weeks later the Colonel addressed to the Governor j 
ig letter of which portions follow : 

Fort Dodge, Kan., July 5, 187S. 
Gor. T. A. Osboro, 
Topcka, Kan. 

Ggremor: — Since Jndge Brown held court here there have 
been two more attempts at murder in Dodge City, a negro being 
the sofferer in each case. The man sliot last night will probably 
die, being wounded in head and lungs. 

It is hardly necessary to invite your attention to the fact that 
I am not the proper person to exercise civil authority. Sec. 18, 
Act Appd. July 15, 1873, provides that any officer of the army 
on the active list who shall exercise the functions of a civil 
office shall thereby vacate his commission. 

In making the arrest of tlie murderers in the Taylor case I 
exercised no function of civil office, but simply, as a citizen, 
obeyed the order of the diief magistrate of the state. Should I, 
however, continue to make arrests of "persons found violating j 
the criminal laws of Kansas" it might be argued that I waa i 
violating tlie spirit if not the letter of the law quoted. 

Besides this, there is, as you know, throughout the whole 
country a very great jealousy on the part of civilians and 
civilian officers of any interference of the military, and officers 
of the army are, and must be, extremely careful of their actions 
in such cases. 

In declining to act any further against the ruffians of Dodge 
City I feel it my duty to make o statement of some facts and to 
point out some difficulties nnder which you will labor in under- i 
taking to bring the town under the control of law. 

Every one who has had experience of life in railroad and \ 
mining towns in unorganized counties or territories beyond the 
rcacfa of civil law ia perfectly aware of the necessity of "vigil- 
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ance committefa," ao-callcd organiEotions which tak.e upon Uiem- 
selvea the right and duty of punishing crime when otherwise it 
would go on uDpunislicd and anpunishable. Were it not for sach 
organizations life and property would be at the mercy of viUoiiu 
ejected from law-abiding communities and whose only hope of 
life outside of jails is the absence of tJie authori^ of law. 

So long as these organizations confine tL em selves to tlie 
legitimate object of punishing crime they are not only laudable 
but absolutely necessary. It is not often that the property- 
owning and valuable class of citizens is strong enough to do 
this work alone. They are obliged to receive into their organiia- 
tions some of the roughs. These in turn take in others worse 
than themselves, until, as I have often seen it, a vigilance com- 
mittee organized by good men in good faith has become after i 
while simply an organized band of robbers and cuttliroats. 

Another difficulty: Having banded together and taken certain 
obligations as to secrecy, mutual protection of the good men 
sometimes iinds them obliged to aid and abet wlut in their own 
hearts they know to be cold-blooded crime perpetrated by their 
associates. The town of Dodge City is under the control of such 
a band of vigilantes — some good men, some bad. The mardcr 
of Taylor was committed by these vigilantes, who were called 
together on the first alarm, then dispersed to search for Taylori 
and while Scott and Hicks (vigilantes both) dragged bim from 
the drug store and shot him to death at least a doeen other 
vigilantes stood by ready and obliged to take a hand in the shoot- 
ing if necessary. Among them were gnnd men who would be 
shocked at the thought of committing individual crime, and yet 
they aided, abetted and became "particeps criminis" in the moA 
cowardly and cold-blooded murder I have ever known in tu 
experience of frontier life dating back to 1848. 

Of course the vigilantes are only a small portion of the popo- 
lation of Dodge City. It is probable they do not number o»«r 
thirty or forty men; but, being organised and unscrupulous, th^ 
ore able to esercise a complete tyranny of terror over the mllj 
good citizens who lack organisation. 

In selecting a man from Dodge City to execute the ]awB, jv 
risk appointing a member of the vigilantes (all the membei 
being known only to themselves), who would use his power U 
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lie bojicfit of the vigilantes; or jon appoint a man well disposed 
to CBiry out your views but paralyzed by terror and utterly 
powerless to do aqything. 

The governmeni; is supposed to give protection. It protects 
tliese citiEenx from the lodiaiis at great expense, yet leaves them 
td tlie tender mercies of a foe a thousand tinics more bloody and 
brtital tlian tljie lodians and infinitely more dangerous because 
be is in oor very midst, 

I sincerely hope that you may be able to devise some means of 
giTing security to these people. 

Biehard I. Dodge, 
Major Third Infantry. 

The governor tliartked the army officer for this commmu- 
cotioD and took the matter under advisement. For making 
dvil arrests during this period of tunnoil Dodge was sub- 
sequently arrested and sued for $5,300 by private parties, 
but Governor Osborn, through Senator Ingalls, secured the 
«er>icfs of the United States District Attorney to defend 
the Major, and the case fell flat. 

Without going further into details it is only necessary 
to say that Dodge City, like other frontier places, finally 
secured peace and quiet. While during the worst days the 
■ootJi side of the railroad tracks was given over to saloon' 
men and gamblers, the north side was usually kept respect- 
able. In taming the town, heroic measures were sometimes 
used. The old calaboose was a well fifteen feet deep in 
vhich drunken men were given time to become sober; this 
tifective "cooler" sometimes held four or five inmates at 
once. The final cleaning up of the conmiunity was effected 
fhrough Uie ability of certain fearless citizens to enforce the 
law backed by an OTcrwhehning public sentiment that de- 
manded law enforcement. In the long run this town, like 
crery other, became exactly what its citizens willed it to be. 

It may be worth while to present a few anecdotes, both 
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trivial and tra^c, which characterized its eiiBtence when 
Dodge City was on the railroad frontier. 

Old Jim KcUy, a well-known barkeeper, had a tame bear 
named Paddy. Now Paddy was something of a town pet 
although the boys were in the habit of tormenting the brute 
now and then. One morning, after enduring an uncommon 
lot of persecution, Paddy ran into the Dodge House, iJie 
leading hotel, looking for protection. 

It happened that one of the dovastairs guest roonu wu 
occupied hy a commercial traveler, just in from the East. 
Having retired late the night before he still was asleep, ami 
as the weather was warm his door stood ajar. Into this 
room rushed Paddy who sought refuge under the bed. For 
a time all was quiet save for the heavy breathing of the tired 
wayfarer. 

Finding he no longer was pursued the bear finally began 
to feel uncomfortable, since there was none too much room 
between the bed slats and the floor. While Bruin was chang- 
ing his position the bed — mattress, covers, traveling-man, 
slats, springs and all were heaved wildly about, which 
quickly brought the slumberer to his senses. Hastily peer- 
ing under the wrecked bed, he saw two fiery eyes glaring at 
him. And Paddy, thinking perhaps that his tormentors had 
returned, ventured to growl. The next instant the hotel 
clerk heard a yell and a white figure shot through the office 
and out of doors. Clad only in a night shirt, the scared 
visitor sprinted the entire length of Front Street, never 
stopping until he reached the depot. Here he was overtaken 
by a couple of citizens who, after reassuring him that there 
was no danger, escorted him back to the hotel. It is said 
that the traveling-man left town on the next eost-bouod 
train. 

One day a cowpuncher came to town bent on having • 
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good time. So he strolled into the Green Front'-sftlpon and 
played his money on a game of chance. In a ahopt lime 
the cattleman was a serious loser and, angry at this ill luck', 
bo determined to bring ''charges" against the proprietor «>{. 
the place for running a gambling house in defiance of the '•".■t'J 
law. So he hunted up the Honorable Mr. Wright, mayor 
of the town, and after introducing himself presented his 
case fiomewhat after this manner: 

"A feller in that 'er Green Front has just robbed me of 
nior'n sixteen dollars and I wants ter have 'im pulled." 

"Been gamblin', liave ye?" retorted Mr. Wright. Tlien, 
addressing the city marshal, Bill Tilghman, who was just 
crossing the street, he shouted, "Here, Bill, is a fellow who's 
been gamUin'. Run him in!" 

So the prisoner was hauled into police court, where ho 
was fined ten dollars and costs as an object leSHon for Wionn 
who might presume to violate the anti-gambling laws of 
Dodge City. 

There once was a cattleman named Pcppard, who wa« 
Iwartily disUked by the Marshals of Dodge WlM*nrvcr ho 
came to town trouble always started, and the following atory 
will attempt to describe one particular instance in which 
he Teied the peace officers of that town. 

Wliile driring up a number of cattle for ihipmfnt, it is 
alleged that Peppard's boss killed a negro cook — thi« bein|[ 
done merely to please Peppard, with whom the htmn wan 
intimate. On arriving at Dodge City thinu- two men had a 
falling-out and, in the language of tlje time, vowvrl to "(p-t" 
each other. Peppard soon located his vrnplnyr Uhind a 
saloon bar, and blazed away at him with a charge of buck- 
shot. But the bogs, being a spry penon, managr-d 
behind an ice box and so escaped unhurt. 

The boys would allow no more shooting 
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Front}*-^d, after taking away Fcppard's gao, they ailmon- 
ishfid'-hkii against further disgrders of this kind and told 
l^In fo leave. 
*•-. .-But Peppard was a man of great persistence and he was 
• * determined to get even with tlie boss. Procuring the services 
of a friend, the two started out to the spot where Uie negro 
had been killed, about twenty-five miles from town. On 
arriving, thej dug up the remains, severed the head with an 
ax and started back to Dodge, having what they thought 
would be suflicitnt legal evidence to convict their enemy ai 
murder. When it was prescnti^d in Court the bullet hole in 
the skull was claimed to be prima facie evidence of the 
defendant's guilt. 

The case was well argued. The prosecution claimed that 
producing the head in court was equivalent to all the body 
being present. The bullet hole was, of course, convincing 
proof of murder. 

The defense on the other hand claimed that, since the 
crime had been committed miles away, the remains were 
naturally scattered. Hence, if Ford County had jurisdic- 
tion over the head, Comanche County, or any nei^boring 
county might therefore go to trial over the other portioiUi 
of the body. 

After much deliberation the court ruled that the ease 
should be given a continuance until the remaining portions 
of the body could be produced in court — which decision so 
disgusted Peppard that he left the place and never returned. 

It happened during the cattle days, in 1877. Bat Master- 
son * wns then sherifF of Ford County and bis brother, Ed, 
was marshal of Dodge City. 

One afternoon a gang uf Texas cowboys, beaded By 
fellow known as Corporal Walker, came to town. It 

■ still a noted character wlio at last reports was in New York Otjr. 
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they w^re in uglj humor, and, taking possession of a dance 
liaU, started trouble. For a time they were not molested 
and had things their own way, until their conduct became 
unbearable even for Dodge City. So the proprietor sent a 
meteage to the authorities asking for help and to this re- 
quest the Maaterson brothers responded. 

Hurrying to the building, Bat, who was some distance in 
advance, entered first to see what was going on. It was 
now early evening. Ed had scarcely reached the door when 
he met a Texan named Wagner coming out. Always quiet 
and a gentleman, Ed politely remarked, "Guess I had better 
disarm you." Drawing his revolver as if to surrender, the 
cowboy suddenly pressed the muzzle against MastOrson'a 
body and fired, setting fire to his victim's clothes. Hearing 
the report. Bat rushed out, only to see Ed stagger away 
groaning and with the words, "I*ve got my dose, Bat; I'm 
done for." 

Bat did not stop for sentiment. Leaping from the side- 
walk into tile shadowy street, he exclaimed, "Put out the 
fire, Ed, and try to get some help while I attend to these 
derila.*' Scarcely had he spoken before he shot Walker, 
the leader — who had suddenly appeared^-once, twice, 
through the lungs and through the side. Wagner was shot 
down with a single bullet just as he was coming through the 
door. He died that night. 

The crowd inside stampeded and broke for cover. Run- 
ning into the building, Mastcraon saw that his work had 
been thoroughly accomplished. In less time tJian it takes 
to tell it he had avenged Iiis brother and scattered the gang. 

Meanwhile, Walker had managed to reach the rear room 
of an adjoining saloon, where he fell. Bat Masterson again 
rushing from the dance hall found Walker missing and at 
once trailed him into the self-same barroom only to find him 
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dead, Commg out he met his friend, M. W. Snttoti) I 
attorney. "Come on, Mike," said Bat, "let's hurry and itt 
how poor Ed is getting along." 

So they ran across the street in aearch o( th« wouniei 
man. It was unnecessary to go far. Ed had staggered to 
the railroad tracks a few rods north, where he fell and < 
breathing his last when they reached him. Overcome irith 
grief, Bat turned away, followed by Sutton. The hero of 
a dozen gunfights sat down on the sidewalk, with tear* 
streaming down his face. 

"It will grieve poor mother to death," was all he aaid> 

Thus did three men die in one of the many tragedies of tbk 
old railroad frontier. 

A well-behaved tenderfoot had no trouble in Dodge Cl^ 
While there is no authentic record of unsophisticated 1 
itors ever being made to dance at the muzzle of a revolver, 
the verdant young man from back East usually got what he 
was looking for. If he were peace-loving and attended 
strictly to his business he was treated with respect. If, OB 
the other hand, he sought trouble or was anxious to "shov 
off," the boys could always accommodate him. 

"Flaying Indian" was the favorite method of initiating 
curious visitors. As might be expected in a frontier toWB 
in those days, many people owned Indian trophies, sucb • 
war bonnets, shields, bows and arrows, beaded shirts, met 
casins and leggings. This paraphernalia was turned i 
good account in many a joke of which the followta|f il 
typical. Once a Hebrew named Cohen came out frOH 
Kansas City for a hunt, engaging Clialkley Beeson as goidtt 
No sooner were the pair started than the boys arrayed then* 
selves in Indian finery, and mounting their ponies, made • 
wide detour, secreting themselves in a ravine near which 
Beeson and Cohen must pass. Having traveled several n 
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fr. B«e8on, as prearranged, beg-an to explain to hia com- 
panion that Indians had been seen only a few days before, 
that a party of Cheyennes had been committing outrages in 
the vicinity and that tJiere was more or less danger. 

Suddenly a 6erce warwhoop was heard and the lonely 
tuinters saw a band of painted ''warriors" headed straight 
toward them at full gallop — not two hundreds yards away. 
There was nothing to do but race their horses back to tonm 
if they were to escape tliis villainous looking crowd. As the 
yells grew louder, Cohen began to pray for deliverance. 
Luckily for him he had a good horse, so swift that Becson 
could scarcely keep up with him. So the baffled "Indians" 
were soon loft far behind, but they reappeared that evening 
at tbe "Long Branch," where the Jew cheerfully bought 
drinks for tlie crowd. 

On another occasion the tables were turned. A young man 
who had just arrived from somewhere in tlie East desired to 
fight Indians. He was warned that the sandhills were full 
of warriors but that it might be possible to bag a few ante- 
lopes without being massacred. So after the usual jaunt 
over the prairies the "attack" began and as usual the guide 
and bis fri^tened companion galloped madly toward town 
while the crowd behind screamed and fired guns. But, as 
ill-luck would have it, the visitor had been furnished a slow 
horse, which soon began to lag. Finding that he could not 
Mcape his pursuers, the Easterner suddenly wheeled about 
and began pumping away at the crowd with a repeating 
rifle. Due to his excitement, he shot wildly or somebody 
miglit have been killed. Finally, to avoid bloodshed, the 
would-be jokers threw off their Indian headgear and con- 
fessed that it was only a prank after all. 

Time has worked changes upon the little group of men 
who made stirring history in Dodge City. Many are dead, 
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was further provided that in such event, no lands [arther 
than twenty miles from the railroad should be awarded; 
which was supposed to guard against unfairness, sinc« th* 
market value of the land naturally depended upon its 
proximity to the railroad. Thus in effect there was created 
on each side of the regular tract a supplementary ten mile 
zone from which the company was likewise granted alternate 
sections of so-callod "indemnity" or "lieu lands." 

And it so happened that within the eastern limits of tltt 
grant between Atchison and Emporia, practically all the 
public lands had been taken up for settlement before the 
building of the road and the consequent withdrawal of the 
granted lands by the Federal Land Office could be effected. 
Accordingly the indemnity land zone began at or near 
Cottonwood Falls in Chase County, and, to insure a foil 
compensating acreage, they extended westward about to 
Spearville, in Ford County. As finally determined, therefore, 
the Santa Fe land grant comprised the odd-numbered see- 
tions in & tract forty miles wide and about two hundred 
miles in length, extending from near Emporia, well into Ford 
County, and a strip twenty miles in width and about one hun- 
dred and thirty-five miles long from a point near Dodge Citj 
to the Colorado line. 

Here, then, was a splendid tract of land of which tlw 
railroad's shares exceeded in area the stote of ConnecticoL 
The land lay for the most part in the Arkansas River Valley, 
"the only belt of arable land extending the whole distance 
between the Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains." 
While popular prejudice had long regarded this prairie 
region of little economic value, its importance Bs a grazioj 
country had already been recognized when the Texas cattlt 
herds began to move northward for shijxnent over the 
Kansas Pacific. And in the early Seventies it was mob 
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fouod that the Arkansas Valley lands would raise escdleot 
rrops — tliat llicy had unsurpassed agricultural possibilities. 
From tJie outset, this land grunt had been of the greatest 
importance to the railroad. Its acquisition, as a definite 
M«ct, hod doubtless been a prime consideration in encour- 
aging financiers to support the railroad enterprise. And 
with this grant as a security, the Company had also been 
able to borrow $3,500,000 on a "land mortgage," which wai 
gvtting credit on the approximate basis of $I.S5 per acre. 
But there remained a larger and far mope significant prob- 
Irm, that of colonization. The real importance of these 
[luids lay in (heir actual disposal to individual settlers — to 
itettlcrs who would not only buy the land in small tracts for 
farming purposes, but who would settle and develop tlie 
country. Colonizing the land grant would thus benefit the 
railroad in two ways : a large sum would of course be realized 
from the sale of these lands to individuals, thus providing 
additional means to build and extend the road; and with 
the lands developed into prosperous farms a perpetual and 
increasing source of traffic revenue would be created. Inci- 
dentally, the state and the nation would be the chief 
beneficiaries: for this eolonizntion meant the redeeming of 
waiite places, the rearing of homes, the building of cities and 
villages: it meant the permanent westward extension of 
population and the transformation of the prairies into 
wealth. It was nation building. 

In order therefore to utilize this grant and develop its 
^cat possibilities an efficient organization for effecting its 
sale to individual purcliasers was at once demanded. To 
tlxat end, in 1869, an office had been opened in Topeka under 
the direction of D. L, Lakin. tlie first Land Crnnmissioner 
of tlw Company; and from this be^nning there finally de- 
veloped the Santa Fe Land Department which was to begin 
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and crtri-j to eucccssful completion the huge ttuk of "iff' 
veying, classifying, appraising, selling and colonizing ^iai 
great bodj of land." Lakin, who had been of conaiderabk 
help to Cyrus Holliday in finnncing the railroad, wu ■ 
native of Alabama who had gone tO Kansas to look after tb 
land interests of some friends. He seems to have had 
experience in this business, and he proved a good official 
His first duty was to rnako an early disposal of the Pott& 
watomie Reserve, of which mention has been made. The* 
lands were fertile and easily accessible; tliey were offerei 
to the public on five years' time with provision for anniw 
payments and at a moderate rate of interest. Thus the] 
sold rapidly and, as was intended, they proved of greal 
help in financing the early building operations of the road 

To secure ready cash and thereby obviate tlie necessity 
of waiting until the numerous deferred payments on Ian 
sales had been met, the Company issued Pottawatomi 
Land bonds, that is, borrowed money in specified amounts a 
a fixed rate of interest with the lands and time sales a 
security. Thesp bonds were charged to the railroad con 
struction account and as fast as paid and canceled the; 
were credited back to this account. All in all the Compen; 
realized a handsome profit from the Pottawatomie trac 
which, it will be recalled, had been purchased simply as 
good investment, with a view to securing the needed fund 
for tJie early development of the railroad. With this brio 
consideration of auxiliary land operations, we turn to thl 
important problems of selling and colonizing the Santa R 
land grant. 

In the spring of 1870 the survey and appraisement of Uie 
grant began under the direction of Lakin. A party of 
consisting of Mr. Lakin, Land Commissioner, a compasBtaan 
a flagman, a cook, an outfit-boss, wagon-boss, and f^n 
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njipraisers, Capt, R. M. Spivey, Col. A. S. Johnson and 
i 1(. McAfee, began the work, the completion of which was 
require over four years. The parly started at Emporia 
lui (forked slowly westward. They traveled well-anned io 
a covered wagon. Frequently they met bands of Arapahoea, 
Cheyennes, and Comanches who resented the invasion of 
their country; but, while the party often had to resort to 
rigorous diplomacy, they never had a conflict with the 



Tlic task was to sur\'ey and ascertain the topography of 
the land and go over and secure a description of each sec- ■ 
tion. These descriptions, together with the appraised values, 
were then forwarded to the Commissioner's office in Topeka, 
whereupon the lands generally were described by counties, 
and maps were made of each county along tlie line. This 
wu done to facilitate the handling of land sales. The com- 
missioner then submitted these descriptions and estimates 
to the railroad directors, who placed definite selling prices 
upon the lands in question. 

Bad health soon compelled Mr. Lakin to resign and he 
WHS succeeded in 1872 by Mr, A, E. Touzalin. At the time 
v( his withdrawal Lakin had the sale of the Pottawatomie 
lanils well under way, while the survey and appraisal of the 
IumI grant was moving steadily. Tlie sale of the grant land 
bad been started with the appointment of a few local agents 
«t the east end of the grant. The most noteworthy of these 
Rgcats was the firm of Case and Billings at Marion, who 
were to be the means of locating the first Mennonite settlers 
in that locality. 

Finding the work thus well started, Mr. Touzalin now 
proGcedi'd to organize a land and immigration department. 
His task was to conclude the Pottawatomie sales, finish the 
aurvirys und appraisal now about lialf-completed, and above 
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oil to devise a plan for selling and peopling the land grant 
with the greatest possible dcspatcli. Touzalin seetna to bsre 
been wcU-fitted for the work at hand. He was a man of gre»t 
energy' and fully aware of the future possibilities that Uj 
in the accomplishment of his undertaking. Having appoinUd 
one C. P. Bolmar to supervise the routine details of Us 
office, Touzalin first ordered a continuance of the surveying 
and appraisement which was now proceeding under A. S. 
Johnson, R. M. Spivcj, D. N. Hizer, and a civil en^neer 
named Armstrong, and then turned his real attention to the 
securing of good land salesmen and colonization agents 
the older states farther east. Among those especially de- 
sired for this work were country editors, teachers, young 
lawyers, and professional real estate men. Local sales 
agencies were also established in all important towns along 
the line from Florence westward. 

It was the duty of these men to arouse interest in 
company lands and to induce people to go to Kansas for the 
purpose of viewing and purchasing such quantities aa they 
could afTord to buy. A big advertising campaign was started 
which brought thousands of inquiring letters. Mailing listi 
were prepared, followed by a heavy correspondence which 
those days without stenographers and typewriters was no 
small task. The whole enterprise was a serious undertaking. 
The railroad company was new and was straining every 
effort to expand. Its existence depended upon expansion, 
for its traffic — the life of any railroad— ^^epended in turn 
upon the opening and development of the country. It wai 
actually creating its own business by colonizing a wilder- 
ness. Times were hard. The country had just parsed 
through a severe panic and money was scarce. But few 
any salaries could be paid to the land agents who were 
make the campaign effective. After having bees duly 
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missianed as representatives of the Companj they wen 
furnished with a quantity of adrertising literature deacrip-J 
tivp of the lands. For remuneration they had to depend^ 
upon their commissions from sales actually made. 

Mr. Touzalin's land-selling campaign soon extended from 
America to Europe. His greatest performance and his 
greatest seirice to the railroad and to this country was to j 
initiate a movement which resulted In the permanent reinovotl 
of about 15,000 Russo-German Mennonites from SoutlientJ 
Russia to the Santa Fe railroad lands of Kansas. Thefl 
Mennonites were by no means the only class of Europeanfl 
who were induced by the Company's Agents to settle in thel 
Arkansas Valley, as many came from various parts of 1 
Europe. But they were the largest group to be trana- | 
planted and their coming was of great significance bccauaaJ 
tb« Mennonites were professional fanners, just what the I 
country needed. Tliey brouglit money with them and sol 
had both the capital and training which made them highly J 
desirable coloni2ers. They were a substantial and thrifty I 
class of people and the reruns they settled are to-day ^ 
among the most prosperous communities in the country. 
To understand this Mennonite movement, to know why these 
excellent people left thrifty homes in Russia and emigrated 
with all their possessions thousands of miles to settle on tha i 
raw prairies of Kansas we must digress briefly into European 1 
historA'. 

The Mennonites are a Protestant sect who reject infant J 
baptism; they baptize adult persons only and then on i 
profession of faith. Chief among the tenets of their belief 1 
are no n- resistance and abstinence from oaths. Their creed i 
thus forbids them to bear arms and they refuse, from r**n 
ligious convictions, to do military service. While their doc- 
trioes include some of the main principles of the Baptists 
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and the Quakers, the MciiDonitc denoniination preceded both. 
Their first church waa eetabiialied at Zurich, Switzerland, in 
1525. Wliile thej called themselves "TeufeC," or BaptizeTS, 
they were more commonlj known as Anabaptists. From 
Switzerland the sect spread rapidly into Southern Germany 
and Austria, Augsburg and Straaaburg became their chief 
centers and in these cities persecutions broke out. The 
"Anabaptists" were especially disliked by ruling authorities 
because of their attitude toward orgajiized govermnentt, 
which tliey regarded as un-Christian ; and it was a warlike 
age when non-combativeness was held in supreme contempt. 
Following bitter attacks in which about 3,000 of their num- 
ber suffered martyrdom a large number migrated into Mo- 
ravia and Holland ; others settled In Westphalia, where thej 
continued zealously to practice their faith and became in- 
volved in some so-called heresies. About 1637, Menno 
Simons (1493-1559), a Roman priest and religious ivtormer, 
who, becoming dissatisfied, had left the Catholic Church, 
joined the Anabaptists and at once began to organize the 
sect. Likewise he crystalliwd their beliefs in a doctrinal work 
entitled "Elements of the True Christian Faith," which was 
published in the Dutch language in 1539. It was from 
Menno Simons, this religious teacher and leader, that the 
name Mennonite was derived ; and the members of the faith 
liave been so designated since the middle of the Sixteentli 
Century. 

In Holland, about 6,000 of the Dutch Mennonltes were 
martyred under Philip of Spain, when the Netherlands re- 
volted. Altliough William of Orange was fricndlj', otlieT 
Dutch leaders opposed them and so It was not until 1651 
that a general law of toleration was enacted on their behalf. 
To-day the Mcnnonites of Kuropc arc found in small com- 
munities in Switzerland, in various parts of Germany, and 




otbom Russia. It is with the latter group that we arc 
jw concerned. In 1783 Hit- Crimean Peninsula and a strip 
' territory fronting the Block Sea were ceded to Russia by 
urkey. It soon oceured to Uie Empress Catherine II, who 
as by birth a German Princess, that the German Men- 
mites, whom she knew to be a sturdy folk and splendid 
.rniers, would make good colonizers for this region. It was 
irtlier hoped that they would intermingle with the natives 

the Black Sea region, thereby improving tlic citizenship 

Southern Russia. Knowing their religious peculiarities, 

nthcrine made important concessions to induce them to 

M Ic in Bussia. They were granted immunity from military 

ice, freedom of worship, and the privilege of local self- 

.mment. Furthermore, eac!h family was granted 65 

;;irdine8, about 160 acres of land. These concessions 

guaranteed to the Mennonitcs for one hundred years, 

I lie expiration of which time each family would be given 
tie in fee simple for the 65 desjardines. Under these con- 
tions large numbers of the Mennonitcs went to Russia and 
leir settlements, which were first made along the Dnieper 
iTcr, soon spread into the Crimea and eastward to the 
nicity of the Sea of Azof. Other settlements were made 
ong the Kuban River, near the Caucasus Mountains: along 
le Volga near the cities of Saratov and Samara, and in 
ic provinces of Volhynia and Bessarabia. 

The Mennonite colonies of Southern Russia grew in num- 
r and in wealth. Sheep-raising and wlteat -growing be* 
ime their cliief business. Tlie staple was wheat, which soon 
uisfomu.'d practically all the arable lands of tliis region 
to a Tast grain field. The Black Sea towns of Odessa, 
herson, together with Bcrdiansk, and Taganrog on tlic 
•a of Axaf, became famous as grain-«hipping porta, Th* 
inual supply of tlic South Ruuian fieUa ia even cald | 
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have been an im))ortant factor in determininff the price of 
wheat in the world's markets. The Mcnnonite settlementt 
of Southern Russia had been gratifying to the Impeml 
Government in all ways but one: the German Colonists 
would not amalgamate with the Russian or Tartar nativei. 
They would employ the latter for service in the harvest fieldti 
but this was practically the extent of their iuterminj^ingi 
The increasing wealth and the social exclusiveness of the 
Mennonites, together with the privileges which they enjoyed, 
finally aroused a strong feeling of jealousy on the part of 
ilie native Russians and because of this feeling, considerable 
pressure was at length brought to bear upon the goveni- 
ment for the abolition of these special privileges. Sen^tive 
of the unrest that was thus being created, the Russian gov- 
ernment began to look for a pretext. It was duty-bound 
to taJie no action before 1883, at which time the hundred 
year limit would expire, and to its credit the Russian gov^ 
ernment did not break this agreement wliich Catherine II 
had made. The Franco- Prussian war of 1870-71 ofTcred the 
Government a solution for its embarrassment. Russia would 
remain neutral during the conflict only under certain condi- 
tions and one of these was that Germany withdraw the politi- 
cal guardianship which hitherto it had exerted over all 
German people residing in the Russian Empire. Bismarclc 
acceded to this condition only upon the requirement that 
the German colonists, of whom there were, including Men- 
nonites, about three millions, should be given ten years 
which to migrate, in case they did not choose to become 8qI>- 
jecta of Russia. To this Russia assented, but the Mennonitei 
were not informed of this arrangement. They were not con- 
cerned with politics and ordinarily road no newspapers ex- 
cept perhaps their church publications. Had it not 1 
for Cornelius Jansen, a member of their faith who 
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Prussian Consul at Berdiansk, the ten years might have 
elapsed without the colonists having learned of the ei^ilicant 
cjiongc in tlie Imperial Government's intentiona. Had this 
been the case, they doubtless would suddenly have been com- 
pelled to submit to Russian demands — enroll in the army and 
attend Russian schools, which were controlled by the Greek 
Catholic Church. But Jansen, who of course was in touch 
with public events, informed his brethren of Russia's action. 
Great excitement prevailed. The devout colonists could not 
Uiink of changing their reli^on or their customs. Their 
only alternative was to leave the country. Jansen advised 
Ihem to go to America, where he knew there was religious 
toleration. Straightway this advice met with favor and 
many of the Germans made immediate preparations for their 
journey to the new world. Meanwhile, the Russian Govern- 
ment, learning what Jansen liad done, expelled him and his 
family. He came to America at once, reaching this country 
about th« time the Santa Fc Land Department had begun to 
advertise its low-priced Kansas lands. 

Mr. Touzalin quickly saw the great desirability of bring- 
ing the Mennonitea to Kansas and settling them upon his 
Company's lands; and on hearing that the Imperial decree 
was likely to drive them out of Russia, he made instant plans 
for securing these splendid colonists. Circumstances favored 
Touzalin. At Lawrence, Kansas, near Topeka, he chanced 
to know a well-educated young German named Carl B. 
Schmidt, who was engaged in the mercantile business. 

Schmidt was of excellent address, a native of Germany* 
wrote and spoke the language perfectly, was at the time 
corresponding for several newspai)er3 in Germany and hence 
was in fairly close touch with conditions in Europe. It 
occurred to Touzalin that Schmidt would be an excellent 
moa to send directly to the Mennonites in Russia and after 
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appointing him an Imniigrattun CommiHsioner tliis was ac- 
cordingly planned. Such a scheme seemed in every waj 
desirable, and for two reasons: First, it happened that in 
the winter of 1869-70 the firm of Case and Billings, SanU 
Fe land agents at Marion, had sold to M. W. Keim of Johns- 
town, Pennsylvania, a Mennonite recently arrived from 
Europe, a tract of some five thousand acres. The purchase 
proved satisfactory. Keim was followed by others of hi» 
faith, and within three years a considerable number ha<l 
settled in and about Marion County. These early settlers, 
it appears, had written to some of Uieir friends in Gerraonj 
and Russia, describing favorably their lands and pro*pects. 
Secondly, Mr. Schmidt had got into touch with Cornebus 
Janscn shortly after the latter arrived in the country. In 
the summer of 1873 Schmidt induced Jansen to visit Eftnssj 
and examine the Santa Fe land grant. The two men spent 
about a week traveling over the Company's lands and, since 
Jansen was very influential with the sect, the favorable im- 
pression that he gained soon proved of much help to tlie 
Land Department in its attempts to secure Mennonite Colon- 
ists. 

So when the Mennonites in Russia learned that thnr 
privileges had been revoked, they sent a delegation of five, 
including Bishop Jacob Funk and Bishop Ewert of Russia, 
and Peter Funk of Germany, to ascertain the truth of the 
various reports concerning America. These men visited 
Harvey, Sedgwick, Reno, Marion and McPherson Counties* 
were pleased, bought land, and on their returning to Russia 
with a favorable report a colony led by Bishop Jacobe 
Wiebe came, settling in Marion and Harvey Counties. As li> 
this colony which, tliough poorer than the average, was quite 
typical of the others, we will let good Bishop Wiebe leQ Ihe 
story, and his quaint and simple narrative is here presented 
juat as the bishop wrote it. — 
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As Mr. Ales E, Case requested me to say something of our 
people's arrival in America, and especially to Marion County, ] 

Kansas, I will comply with this request 

We left oar dear homes in Russia, May SOtb, 1874, snd ' 

arrived, after a trip of many hardships, at Peahody, August J 

I6lh, and soon became acquainted with Mr. Case and Mr. Bil- I 

lings, beeause they assisted us very much with our twelve sec- I 

tioas of land which we bought of tlie Santa Fe Railroad I 

C-ompany. ' ] 

But now eomes the question why wc left Russia and came to ' 

America, as it brought with it muny hardships; so I will answer J 

briefly and modestly that it was conviction. Our grandfathers | 

came from Holland to Germany, and from Germany to Russia, I 

and here received a privilege that they and their descendants 1 

should he exempt from military duty, with the condition, to give ] 

low taxes to the Crown. Also our fathers were to be model 
farmers, lay ont neat villages, plant gardens, and be a good 
example in agriculture, in sheep and cattle raising and so forth. 
But after a course of lUO years this privilege was annnlled or ^ 

abolished, and in the year 1870 Czar Alexander gave orders in 
his empire to the effect that every one whom the new law did 
not please, and who would not or could not go under the militia, ' 

was at liberty to emigrate within ten years with his full property, 
if he chose to hold fast to his fathers' faith. And this seemed J 

to be in snch earnest that we sent deputies to Petersbnrg to I 

pray for longer freedom; however, all seemed useless; instead I 

of freedom, with no exception, military doty for every one, after I 

the expiration of ten years. As that was against Jesus* teach- 
ing, and against ours from Godly conviction, as Jesus sayg to 
Peter: "Pat up thy sword into its place, for all they that Xtlut 
tlie sword shall perish with the sword," Math. 5tb and Rom. 
12th, wc sent several elders and deputies to America, to see 
if the newspaper reports, as also in private letters, were tnt^ 
that in America full freedom in conscience prevailed. When 
the deputies returned after three or four months absence they 
confirmed that, and so we prepared for emigration, and applied 
for passports, because we wanted to ouigrale from .Rosaia as 
bonest people, and we began to sell our property. Wltea the 
C«ar Alexander learned of this, he sent General Von Todlcbea 
to the Molotschner Colmiy, who let all emigranta conie to AarA, 
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once at H&lbstadt, and nt another time at AlexanderwoU in 
Elder JacM^b Buller'a great cburcb, and so tbere eame very many 
together. Then the General Todleben in his full military' uni- 
form stepped before the great assembly, and looked abont witb 
the question: "Are all these emigrants?" Then he began to 
speak, loud and distinctly, in pure German: "His Majesty, the 
Caar Alesander, has sent me to you and I am to tell yon ho 
loves you, you are worthy to dwell in this empire, why do yoo 
have it in mind to emigrate? One hundred years your old 
fathers have been in this land, you enjoy it here, yon hart 
everything arranged so well, why will you emigrate? Yoo hjre 
fine schools, fine churches, fine houses and gardens, you need not 
work yourselves, the work is being done without you, all yoQ 
have to do is to look after the work, you can hire Baasian 
laborers at low wages. Why will yon emigrate? When yoo 
come to America you will have to dig trees, weed the roots and 
break the prairie and do all your work yourself. Here yoa have 
it as fine as you wish." 

And so the high official worked very hard against emigratioKi 
he was faithful and true in his duty, and later made an offer, 
that those who did not like to serve in military duty, and take 
weapons, they could do sanitary service, (1) Nurse the sickf 
(2) Build bridges, (3) Make plantations, that is, take care of 
woods and forests. The latter has been chosen by those remain- 
ing, that when a young man is 21 years old he has to go to the 
lot, and if found fit has to serve several years in the forestry 
service. 

But as we had already disposed of all onr property I pre- 
sented a petition to the general, we thanked his Majesty the 
Gear for the grants we had enjoyed in Russia and prayed for 
dismissal, which the General Von Todleben promised. We re- 
ceived our passports, and could leave onr earthly dearly loved 
homes, as well as many friends, parents, brothers and sisters, 
May SOth. July 15th we arrived in New York. A great portion 
of our fellow travelers went from Liverpool, England, to Mani- 
toba, and another portion went to Hamburg, Germany, direct to 
Dakota and Minnesota. Therefore we have emigrated with the 
Csar's approbation, and so faitliful and obedient as we have I 

so far as God's word and our conscience allowed n^ 
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fjie hare had a mind to be in America, and vant to seek the 
ie of the land, as long as our fathers' principle is not touched, 
thank God that we could live in this dearly beloved America 
ikese 38 years, according to our faith and principle, and that 
We can if we have a mind to live' our faith. 

From New York we journeyed to Elkhart, Indiana, where 
*e arrived one Sunday morning. We knew John F. Funk 
through the newspaper, "Herald dcr Wahrheit"; he provided an 
empty house. Those of us that had no room in this house were 
provided for in the church. Elder Funk had announced that 
people from Russia had arrived, so many of the poor were fur- 
Disbed with provisions. In the afternoon I was invited to preach 
in the church to many hearers. Here our people lived for a 
number of weeks, several of our brethren received work. Frank 
B. Jansen and I were sent ahead to look for a suitable place for 
Kttlement. We traveled all over Nebraska and Kansas. In 
Nebraska we were afraid of the deep wells which had to be 
drilled and cost macb money, our people did not have much 
money and they were used to dug wells, so we decided for Kansas 
where we found the wells sballow. C. B. Schmidt drove with 
ns all over Kansas as far as Great Bend. On a hot August day 
we ate our dinner under a tree on section 13 on tlie South Cot* 
toDwood river, where Peter Harms now lives. The heat wai 
greaL Agent Schmidt looked at hia hands full of bliflt«n, say- 
ing, "I believe 1 hare done my part" Secretly be feared we 
might yet decide for Nebraska. 

When finally we bad booght tbe land. It sections, we let onr 
people follow ns. Agent Schmidt offered to go for tbea to 
Elkhart, personally, while we were making prepafstioM for 
their arrival. We harried namely to get ready witfa ererjlllfag 
before the winter. I rented an empty store, boa^tt a stovCi 
table, two bones and a wagon. While we waited for onr faadUei 
it was very hot, so that we hare not had a greater heat iiBce. 

I came into great tCM pts lJ on am aecoaot of the U^ wind*, 
everything was dry and sithered. Tbe year before graa^oppcn 
had taken all. I kaew, so soon as oor people woold be here, the 
wind and dost swept tfcraogh the street of Peabody. I en • 
snddcD becane afraid of the fataM whether we wsdd sake «^ 
living here or noL Tk grca* mginsflfljly at hmttag Mkdai 
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a place of settlement for so mftny poor people rested heavily 
upon me. In my great grief I sat duwn on tlie steps, I thought 
of the poor families with their children, we had no provisions, 
DO friend in the new world, the winter was nigh at the door, 
we were wanting of dwellings, provisions, agricultural implements 
ftnd seed; everything was high in price, some of our people were 
old, weak and sick, the future seemed verj- gloomy ; there » 
also no prospects of rain, only windy, dasty and very hot, all 
this feJl over me, so I could not help myself but leave my tear* 
free flow. While I was thus sitting on the threshold weeping 
Mrs. August Seybold came to me and asked mc: "Mr. Wiebe, 
what ails yaaf" I told her my grief, then she began to console 
me. She pointed to the street, saying: "Do you see those" 
Btones? They are sometimes entirely under water, it can i 
very hard bere, and it soon will rain. Oh! Mr. Wiebe, be of 
good cheer, such people as you will even make their living!" 
And so it was, it soon began to rain. 

On a Saturday night our people arrived at Peabody. Sunday 
we rode out upon the land. John Fast, Sr., who already lived 
here, came with a conveyance to get people, also Wilhelro Ewartf 
Mrs. Peter Funk and John Ratzloff sent teams. I took my 
family in my own wagon; it was the 17tb day of Augtut when 
we rode from Peabody onto the land, 1* miles northwest- 
had loaded some lumber and utensils, and my family on top. £ 
we rode in the deep grass to the little stake that marked the 
spot I bad chosen. When we reached the same I stopped, my 
wife asked mc, "Why do you stop?" 1 said, "We are to live here." 
Then she began to weep. Several families moved into Mr. 
Funk's barn, where soon after old mother Abraham Comelson 
died — the first dead body of our people in America. We bnilt 
light board shanties, dug wells, in three weeks it began to rain, 
there came a heavy rain. We rented some plowed land from 
English neighbors, who lived on sections 13 and M. Seed wheat 
was seventy cents in price, corn was high priced, tliere bad boea 
no crop that year, it was $1 .23 ; potatoes were $2 a bushel. Tl* 
first sowed wheat brought a bountiful harvest the next year. 
We had not sowed very much, but tliat little brought m 
That gave us courage. 

Since we settled on Section ll-R-2, Risley township, tlw 
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17th at August, 1874'^ we have fared well, although at the be- 
ginning we were very poor. Wc originally bought 12 sections 
of land of the railroad company in Risley township, lateT 
Liberty townsliip, on ten years' credit, we had to pay down some, 
and the dear friend and general agent C. B. Schmidt, and Case 
and Billings, have treated us nicely and faithfully. We were all 
poor people, many families owed their traveling expenaea. They 
had to go in debt for land, oien, plow, farmer's wagon and even 
their aod house; they had to have provisiona for a year; there 
was no chance of earning something, so they had to go in debt 
for that too, ao there was no other way than to borrow money, 
but where? We were strangers, had no friends here, only Bern- 
hard Warkentin of Halstead knew ua from Russia, and he helped 
as through Elder Christian Krehbiel with a loan of a thousand 
dollara, when those were distributed, it was said: "Brother 
Wiebe, we also need osen and n plow to brake prairie," Then 
Cornelius Jansen of Nebraska, Uie well-known Consul Jansen, 
loaned ns one thousand dollars; when these were distributed, it 
was said, "Brother Wiebe. we have to buy provisions for a year, 
\ ud some lumber to build little houses," then the Elder Wilhelm 
wart loaned us one thousand dollars. Then the time of pay- 
Oit for the land came, ao Jacob Funk loaned us one thousand 
> we sat in our poor sod houses, some two feet deep 
I the ground, the walls of sods, the roof of long reed grass, 
lat reached into the prairie. In part we were glad to have 
rogreased so far before the winter, but we did not think of the 
inger we were in, as we lived up to knee middle in the 
But there we had a dear English neighbor on section 
, John Risley, the good man saw in what great danger we 
(re, because we lived some twenty-five families on one sec- 
n of land, all in a row as in a village. The dear friend, John 
, had aeeu the prairie fire in the west, so he went for his 
_ lirs of oxen and big prairie plow, and plowed five or eight 
nes around the village with his five yoke of oxen, and brotherly 
"Now, dear people, burn off the grass between the 
rows, else all you have may burn you," and we followed his 
Fadvice, thanks to the Lord. 

The dear Heavenly Father has a watchful eye, and baa looked 
I on us with favor, we have hod several good crops, and 
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have repaid, and when the crops failed — especially in the jta 
1879 — grasshoppers came, and we cautd Dot make am paymcntt 
at the appointed time. But the company had pity and patiact 
with US. The dear Elder Ewart to whom I have complainM, 
that our brethren could not hold term, said: "With nice bo 
yon are not riding yet, and two story houses you are not 1 
ing yet, so are we obliged to wait," 

The preacher Ewart lived temporarily in a bam, and rode il 
a large farmer wagon with his delicate wife. He made litde 
do, and helped other poor people. We have, thanks be to Gi)4 
repaid everything, it is however to be regretted that 
tared into so much debt, and since then gave their farms to tbc 
Company. 

I am nld now and will soon leave this world, and I pity it 
next geiicrntion. They no longer learn to ride with oxen, Mt 
to plow with handplow, but instead everything goes high onV 
instead with oxen, with carriages or automobiles, though tbej 
will stick deep in debt Jacob A. Wikbb. 

The efForta of the Santa Fe Land Department were meet- 
ing with marked success. Down to the end of March, 187Si 
a total of 250,637.62 acres had been disposed of at a 
average price of -"(55. 81 an acre; and sales for the tweln 
months just ended were 133,507.3 acres. In 1871 theit 
had been 472 sales with a total of 71,801.51 acres; in 1878, 
there were but 277 sales amounting to 45,328.81 acn* 
The next twelve months there were 830 sales comprising 
133,507.3 acres ; while for the fiscal year which ended March 
Slst, 1874, the purchases rose to 1261 with an aggregate irf 
200,459.96 acres. The sales averaged about 160 acrtt, 
showing that the great majority of these buyers were aedtr 
ing homes. Of the 1261 purchasers lu 1874, 461 came from 
Ilhnois, 327 from foreign countries, 122 from Kansas, 
from Iowa, 52 from Ohio, 50 from Indiana, and 30 from 
Massachusetts. The rest came from twenty other ecattennj 
states. 
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rement of course incrfascd Uie population rapidly, 
ansas had a total of 364^d4<; while in 1874, ac 
ing to the State Board of Agriculture, this number had 
\ to 530^67, an increase of 166,113, or about 467o in 
. In thirteen of the eighteen counties now tra- 
i by the Santa Fe the population had increased from 
» to 105,661, or ei^o. 
^ 1873 there were 3,031,957 acres under cultivatloa in 
A year later this acreage was 3,669,769, an in- 
tta^e of 638,812 acres, or 21%. In ten counties along the 
line of the Santa Fc the cultivated area rose from 561,785 
acres in 187S to 711,248 in 1874^an increase of 119,463 
acres or about SO^fc- Tlie other counties which were new 
are not included in these figures. 

The excellent progress was checked temporarily by a 
serious drouth and a plague of grasshoppers which in the 
Bummcr of 1874 practically destroyed the Kansas com crop 
in the Arkansas Valley. A fair yield of wheat was secured 
in the older portions of the state but since there were now 
many thousands of newly-located settlers depending almost 
wholly upon their first crop of sod com for a start, much 
BulTering ensued during the fall and winter of 1874-75. 
Many subsisted as long as they could on what little live stock 
they had, and then lived on public charity. Others left the 
State, the railroad giving them free transportation back 
East. Organized relief work was promptly begun. People 
in the older states east of the Missouri gave liberally to the 
sufferers, while railroads in many cases handled these famine 
supplies free of cliarge. In Kansas a State Relief Committee 
was organized and with this Conmuttee the Santa Fe warmly 
cooperated. For the year ending December 31st, 1876, the 
Company transported free of charge large amounts of 
freight of which the Mennonites, according to contract, re- 




ceivcd 1,798,000 lbs. ; and on account of the so-called grtn- 
hopper 8uffeiTr§ the railroad hauled gratis 9,979,000 lf». rf 
supplies — food, clothing, and implrments. Bulkj' commoditici 
like grain or coal wore moved for the bate cost of hauling. 
In addition, the Company gave the needy farmers along ill 
line thousands of bushels of seed wheat for the tall planting 
of 1874 and 1875. 

Because of these conditions, land sales in 1875 dropped 
to 75,415 acres and immigration for a time virtually ceased. 
With the bad repute whicli the famine had thus bronght 
upon the Company lands and Kansas tn genera], the outlook 
for the railroad was discouraging; but the people did nut 
become greatly disheartened, and the railroad oflicials 
merely redoubled their efforts. A good acreage of wheat 
was sown in 1874, and for November and December of thai 
jear the railroad earnings were $30,000 more than for tlw 
same months of the preceding year. Prosperity returned 
the following season. Whereas the com crop of 1871 bad 
been less than 16,000,000 bushels, in 1875 it was over 80,- 
000,000 bushels ; and the wheat output rose from 9,800,000 
to 13,000,000 bushels. These crop yields of course did 
much to restore confidence and to stimulate land-buying. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Touzalin, finding himself out of hannonj 
with President Thomas Nickerson of tlie Atchison, Topcka 
and Santa Fe Co., had resigned in 1874. Nickerson then 
appointed Col. A. S. Johnson,* Acting Commissioner, and in 

* Alexander S. Jobnsan was bom In wliat is now Johiuon CaaVtj, 
Kansss, July II, 1833. His feUier. the ttcv. Tliomai Jolmson, wu i 
Mlssioaarf to tbe Shawnee Indians. /Uexunder was educated In Ibc 
Sliawncc Mission School, completing hU studies in a college «l Paytttft 
Missouri, \a 1951, He wns then engaged for thne years in the mercantile 
) in and about KajiEss City. In 1R54 he left this bu^jiess to 
) Deputy U. S. Surveyor, which work engaged him for seTcml 
I In 165S he waa elected to the first Territorial LegisIatuTe of 
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L680 Jolmson was given tlie combined title of Land and Tm 
Z^ommissioner. He had already spent stverul years i 
••"eying and appraising the Santa Fe lands, and befnrc com- 
Jag to this Company had served as Land Commlsiioner of 
Jae Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad. An able and experienced 
■KAD, Johnson now took up the task which Touzalin had 
Lbandoned. In spite of drouths or grasshoppers, good crops 
>«• bad, the lands had to be sold and the colonization must 
po on. 

The efficient system for advertising and selling the lands 
»luch Mr. Touzalin had devised was elaborated still further 
»J his successor and the work was now to continue with 
fenewed effort. In the spring of 1875 a big puMicity cam- 
paign, in which the lands were extensively advertised in the 
newspapers, both large and small, throu^out the MisiiMippi 
Valley was begun. It will be recalled that already a coi»- 
Biderable number of local agents had been appointed 
throughout this section. The extensive advertising of 1875 
vas designed not only to arouse genera] interest in the rail- 
road lands, but to stimulate the eff'ort4 of resident mffaHs. 
Perhaps the cleverest stroke of publicity which Co). JobHOa 
Accomplished was to inrite the Uwliiig ncwspaptr mca W 
the Middle West to visit Kansas md take • free trip ofcr 

Ksnaas; in 1S66 be aemd s 
Johnson County. 

SwrUy Brtcr the OyQ W« b 
pBDj which was finsll)' tutipd 

irhich he was appointed • licsL-Catnd kf Ootvwt rastf. 
under arms nearly four jtan, Fi^ MM Ip mv f^ Jaia 
Land CoromJssioiier of tbe Port Seslt tmt <UU %, M, ftm 
in the service of the T 
praiser; from 187* to II 
19B0 Land and Tax C 
After leaving the SaaU Pc CA J 
death In 190*. 
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the Santa Fe line as guests of the Railroad Company, &Jl 
they might see the country for themselves. About tbm 
hundred editors and correspondents accepted this invitatioii 
and the affair was a thorou^ success. The trip acrou 
Kansas was made in June when the country was at its best, 
with great fields of yellow grain, and com waist high. Go- 
ing home pleased with tlieir entertainment and what they 
had seen, these men of course wrote glowing accounts of 
their experiences. Which meant that about three hundrol 
newspapers throughout the Mississippi Valley, in their news 
and editorial columns, gave the lie to "Bleeding Kansas " 
lauding the Saota Fe railroad and its lands. The result 
was to interest thousands of people hitherto indifferent and 
to induce many to go to Kansas, there to buy lands ud 
settle permanently. 

Almost immediately these efforts were supplemented by 
the appointment of a number of immigration agents whose 
duty it was to visit the more important towns of Missouri, 
Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Michigan and Wisconsin, and 
personally sohcit immigration to Kansas. At about the 
same time these men organized a big home-seekera' excorsioa 
to Kansas. Unusually low rates wore offered, the excursion, 
was widely advertised, and about twelve hundred prospective 
land-buyers were finally' induced to make the trip which the' 
agents successfully conducted. Because the middle statu 
were then almost wholly agricultural, and were relatively 
near to Kansas, they were considered a better field than the 
East. It soon became common for heads of families in the 
states mentioned to sell their farms at from twenty to ose 
hundred dollars per acre and buy undeveloped pratrie laodl 
— lands that were to prove as good or better than those 
they had left — at from five to six dollars an acre. 

In the meantime. Col. Johnson had been fully awake to 




Colottiaitg the Prmriet 

i import&Dce of the Meimoiiite moronent, whkli ii 
tion had alone progressed regardless of the droutlt and 
grasshopper plagae of 1874. On September Stli of that 
year six hundred arriTed in Topeka, and tbev wen followed 
on the SL&A by eleven hundred more. On the 14th of October 
these people bou^t 100,000 acres of laud from the Atcht- 
Bon, Topeka and Santa Fe Compaur. Janaarj £d, 1875, 
two hundred more arriTed from Rossia, gmog directly to 
Great Bend, lettling on or near the main line. 

It was now determined to begin operatiooa in Earope. 
Accordingly Mr. Schmidt sailed from Xew Torii ia Febru- 
ary, 1875, and after visiting UDoog the wctUtby UcBDonitca 
in FrosBia near Daodg and Mariesborg, wfaete mtmt vakuble 
colonists were afterwards •ccared, be cro w ed tbe BoMua 
frontier at Wirballen aad b^aa Us bng rnboMl jovnej 
into Southern Russia. Oviag to deep amom, wtpdl often 
impeded traffic, tbe trip was tiam aad titfiir, tea ■nka aa 
hour being about tbe arerage speed. After a. week of steady 
travel, Schmidt came to tbe town <A AW">4F ™" fc , ^efc he 
left the train in company with a party of Gcnna Ltritheraa 
Colonists whom be hod met en rovLc Tlie Ltttberaat had 
no scruples against — — '-■-g in Bascia aad did aot ialoMl 
to migrate ; bat they kaev of the Mraaoaitri aad tbnr (!■■■ 
and so were aUe to ^n Sdaadt mmtt valaiMe arfoKaatMB 
concerning tbe Meaaantte CalBHBi. After pajiiy * shatt 
visit to the LntbeTM ViOafle of FliidiiihrfiH, the A^^ 
reached AlexaulcrwaU. tfe fint If nni'i vAi^e st thr 
end of an all-day delgh nde;. Boc thane Eved Bar Paai 
■en, a Mennonite leader of grtat ayaHh aad istfaenoB. ^b 
seems to hare stood ia ocfl wi& tta lafterial Gt^xam^A 
and was a fatheriy ad i i s tr to las peafpk for i 
Schmidt bad been a i s i wd bjr tl 
this man's irfaa« Aarid ^ al MMas far ] 
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After speaking to large crowds two or three times a da; for 
a month, his voice gave out. At the same time it was rumored 
about that he had been captured by government officials and 
sent to Siberia. To get a little rest and to allow thoK 
rumors to subside he withdrew fur a few days to Berdisiuk, 
the chief port for the Mcnnonite colonies on the Sea of Atof. 
"At the time of my visit," he says, "it had about 25,000 
inliabitants of great variety of nationalities — RussiaU, 
Turks, Tartars, Bulgarians, Armenians, Greeks, En^iih, 
and Germans. It was from this port that, four months after 
my visit, a Red Star Line steamer carried a full cargo of 
household goods, farm implements, and wagons, the person^ 
property of iOO Mennonite families, from the Molotschoi 
Colonies to Philadelphia, consigned to Newton, Kansas, and 
carried all the way at the expense of the Santa Fe Railroad 
Company. It was here also where a Mennonite bishop 
entrusted me with 80,000 rubles ($56,000) in the form of • 
draft on Hamburg, with the request to invest that sum ill 
land-grant bonds of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
Railroad Company, which then could be bought at sixty-five 
per cent of their face value, but were accepted at par by the 
Company in payment for land." 

Proceeding on hia journey from Berdiansk, Mr. Schmidt 
continued "preaching the gospel of emigration to Kansas 
from village to village." On learning finally that he was 
being pursued by Russian police and in real danger of arrest, 
ho was driven overland at night from the village of Ruckenau 
to Tcrpinje, where he was kindly sheltered by a prominent 
Mennonite named Warkentin. From Terpinje, Schmidt 
driven to Melitopol, the nearest railroad town, whence he 
took train to Odessa, at which city was the only American 
consul in Southern Russia. Deciding that it was unwice ttf 
remain longer in the country, Schmidt had his passport 
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bned and started westward, where he spent two months 
b Austria, Germany and Switzerland, appointing agents for 
e Santa Fe immigration work. This ended Mr. Schmidt's 
tot mission to Europe. It bore good results. That some 
r 400 Mennonite famihes, comprising 1,900 people, came 
I Kansas, bringing with them $£,250,000 in gold. These 
pie ^ purchased 60,000 acres of Kansas land, practically, 
lot all, from the Santa Fe Company in Marion, McPher- 
, Harvey, and Reno Counties. 
^About 15,000 Mennonitcs had settled on the Santa Fe 
Uroad lands hy the year 1883, when the Russian Govem- 
nt, beginning to feel the loss of so many useful subjects, 
■ last decided to continue the special privileges which the 
kinonites had long enjoyed, such as exemption from mili- 
r serrice, religious toleration, and German schools, and 
I checked the emigration to a large extent. Some few 
inued to come, however, and the large movement which 
i just been discussed started a similar emigration from 
nth Germany, Prussia and Switzerland. By 1905 it was 
mated that fully 60,000 had settled in Kansas, with some 
aich settlements in Oklahoma and Colorado, 
"he coming of the Mennonites was an event of great im- 
rtance. These people have proved their worth as farmers, 
, and citizens of the higliest type. They have 
Ipsformed a large section of South Central Kansas into 
ndid farms; they have built comfortable homes, line 
"ches, and good schools. They have contributed much 

^or about a month, while awaiting the fina) selection of their lands, 
tte 400 families lived in a huge brick building in Topeka wliich the 
railroad company had just purchased for car shops. The merchants of 
the dty did a flourishing business selling the newcomers goods with vhich 
%a stock thdr prospective homes. Before leaving Topeka, the wbok 
partjr were received in the State banse by the Governor, whose hospltaUty 
wu much appreciated. 
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to the wealth and higher morale of Kansas. The; an ideal j 
citizens. And Gnall; it was a Mennonite, Bcmlmrd Watteif 
tin, who, about the year of 1885, introduced into Kansas the 
celebrated hard, or Turkey wlieat from Southern Russia. 
This improved variety of grain was grown here with instant 
success and it has made Kansas not only an exporter of 
flour, but the greatest wheat producing state in Atncnca. 
The 1914 Kansas wheat crop was 181.000,000 bushels, 
worth approximately one dollar a bushel. This output wa< 
87,000,000 busliels more than the combined yield of the 
two states ranking next higliest tliat year, nearly one-fifth 
of the total wheat output of the United States, 15,000,000 
bushels in excess of the entire wheat crop of Canada, aad 
23% greater tlian any state had heretofore produced in a 
single season." Tlic colonizing efforts of the Sant^ Fe rail- 
road were not in vain. 

Now to conclude the general activities of tlie Land De- 
partment. In 1876 a fine agricultural exhibit composed of 
products from the new farms lying witliin the Company's 
land grant was displayed at the Centennial Exposition. This 
exhibit, which was strikingly arranged, proved one of the 
features of the Exposition. It was viewed by thousands of 
persons and described in many newspapers, which again ga?e 
the railroad and its land infinite advertising and stimulated 
land-buying. Whereas land sales had dropped to 76,415 

* J. C. Mohler, Sec'y Kansas State Bonrd of Agrtculturc. ta Ibe wrttrr. 
Hareh 9d, 1915: 

"The Mennonite ImmifcrBnts from Soutbeni Rossis near llie Bliick Se> 
brought this Red Turkey wheat to Kansas and from that small brglnniBK 
has developed one of the most Important wheat growing rcgjons In the 
world. This is the whEat that Kansas is famous for, and It is raUd at 
tbc bead of the breadstuff supplies." 

Ibid. 

In May, 1919, the Kansas wheat prospects intlicnte a yield of about 
900,000,000 bushels, to be worth probably 9^150,000,000. 




terea m 1875, in 1876 they rose nearly 60% to 192,201 
ttrvs. In 1877 the Land Commissioner reported that about 
900,000 acres of the government lands alternating with 1 
tliofM? of the Company had been taken up by actual settlers, 
thua locating over 8,000 new families along the line. During 
tlie Autumn of 1877, a total of 346,917 acres were sown to 
wheat in tlie nine leading counties of the land grant along 
the Arkansas Valley; for the preceding year the wheat acre- 
age was but 168,345. In 1878, Company sales reached a 
Lota] of 267,282.47 acres amounting to $1,207,615.64- That 
same year 1,282,046 acres of government lands, and about 
75,000 acres of school lands, all tributary to the railroad,, 
were taken up by settlers. Thus a total of 1,624398 acres 
in the Arkansas Valley, making about 100,000 new farms, 
were occupied with an estimated farming population of at 
least 50,000 in a single j'ear. No matter who sold the lands, 
lilts assured prosperity for tlie railroad; for it meant the 
development of tlie country and the subsequent creation of 
traffic, without which no railroad can exist. 

By the dose of 1880 a total of 1,016,481 acres of the j 
Company lands had been actually sold.'* So far, all land- | 
buying had been east of Dodge City, the lands west of tliat J 
town not having been appraised. This was natural, as the J 
dependable rain belt of Kansas along the Santa Fe lines 
extends only about to Ford County. West of Dodge City 
the rainfall is very uncertain and farming is conducted with 
anv probabibty of success only in the river valleys where 
irrigation is possible. Col. Johnson now instructed D. N. 
Hizcr, one of his staff, to appraise the lands west of Dodge. 
To do tJiis, Hizer had to ride over three thousand miles oq j 
horseback writing for the Land Department records, 

'This meflns nrt salps, after makJag allowance for coDcellntlQns dot I 
to lolcs that fell through. 
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description of every section that remained in the ^act. tta 
was accomplished between April and December of 1681 
Thus, opened for sale, these vallej lands found ready pur 
chasers. Men with considerable wealth became interested in 
the irrigation possibilities; a series of ditches were con- 
structed, after whicli the town of Garden City was Uid out 
and grew rapidly. To-day this region is famed for the 
production of sugar beets, the industry having been cxtCDdal 
aome one hundred and fifty miles along the Arkanui h 
Western Kansas and Eastern Colorado. 

Immigration was again checked by a drouth in 1881. 
Land sales fell that year to about 50,000 acres. But fairlj 
good crops were raised, and marketed at good prices, so the 
settlers did not become discouraged. Normal prosperitT 
returned the following spring. Sales for 1888 were 189331 
acres; in 1883 they jumped to 431,755 acres; a year later 
they were 353,090 and in 1885 tlic company land sale* 
reached the unprecedented total of 770,494 acres. In 1 
they fell to 347,32% acres and this virtually exhausted the 
land grant. In 1887 there were no land sales and the year 
following only .5,436 acres. Henceforth the activities of 
the Land Department were devoted chiefly to the re-selling 
of canceled contracts," and to the collection of deferred pay- 
ments on lands already sold, of which over $815,000 
principal and interest remained unpaid at the end of 1687. 
That same year the plotting of townsites and the disposal 
of city property in various towns through which the lines 
were being extended were assigned to the Department; but 
such duties were but incidental to the expansion of the road 
and are of no particular concern here. Active coloauu^ 
had practically ceased in 1886. 

'That ii, lands where the origins! bufer had failed to cany thi 
his purchaaiDg agreetucnt. 
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!ol. Johnson resided as Land Commissioner in 1890 and 
succeeded on June 1st of that year by John E. Frost. 

latter had entered the service as local sales agent in 
isburg, Dlinois, in 18T2, and because of his remarkable 
CBS in selling and colonizing Company lands had been 
e a General Agent in 1879 and Chief Clerk of the De- 
ment in 1883. Under Mr. Frost the old accounts of 
Departments were liquidated, the various collateral town 

■erticg mentioned above were disposed of, and the odds 

ends of the land grant were, so far as possible, sold. 

ly, on the Ist of September, 1898, Mr. Frost bought 

few remnants of lands that remained, resigned his office, 

on that date the old Santa Fe Railroad Land Depart- j 
t, its work now completed, was formally abolished. 1 

Kiring Mr. Frost's connection with the Land Department, 
1 1872 to 1898, its cash receipts from all sources were 
at $14,000,000; sales from other properties which it 
died were approximately $2,000,000 more. Selling the 
pnal land grant of some 8,000,000 acres actually in- 
ed the sale of 4,000,000 acres, because the frequent can- 
ition of land contracts made re-selling necessary. Dis- 
Dg of the land grant was done at great expense. It j 
. heavily to carry on the big advertising campaigns and 
laul thousands of passengers and their belongings free, 
■was often done. The expense of keeping immigration 
Qts jn Eurojie and of bringing thousands of Mcnnonites 
■ of charge from Europe to Kansas was enormous. Thew 
probably no figures in existence to show the actual net! 
St which the Company made from its lands. One of the I 
etors of long service, a scholarly gentleman of great i 
uess ability, who has been intimate with the affairs of the^ 
hisOD, Topeka and Santa Fe Company for a generation, 
estimated that the Company probably cleared about one 
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dollar an acre in •eUing this land, which, if correct, wotiU 
hare made a profit of from three to four million doU&n> 
But this sum in no a«nse measures the importance of tht 
land grant to the Company. In the first place the Undt 
furnished credit vhen credit was sorely needed for earlj 
development ; and their sale extending over a period of jetn 
brought in much needed income when revenues were not Ur^ 
Yet the real significance lay in the efforts of the Comply 
to get settlers. It will never be possible to say how mwj 
thousands of people located in Kansas as a direct or indirect 
result of the railroad's efforts. The complex character of 
the land grant itself, the frequent canceUalton of sales, and 
the shifting of population forbid a safe estimate. But the 
absolute conclusion remains that in colonizing the prairiut 
great results were accomplished. The railroad not onlj 
builded well its own future ; it contributed to the sound na- 
tional development of this country. 

In order to complete our discussion of the land grant and 
so avoid later confusion, this narrative has extended soioe- 
what in advance of the main story. We now turn once mon 
to the expansion of the railroad ojid the conflicts whidlt it 
involved. 
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r the close of the year the Board elected W. B. Strong, 
, of Chicago, Vice-President and General Manager of the 
He brings to your road rare abilities and large experience 
1 cannot fail to be of great benetit bo the Company. 
> accordance with the design of the original projectors of 
' road the Directors have matured a plan to extend your 
line into New Mexico, lo the vicinity of Santa Fe, in the year 
1$78) and they trust this movement will be approved and sup- 

Ei by the stockholders of the road. 
HE above statements arc taken from the annual report 
of the Santa Fe Directors for the year 1877. The 
then aggregated 786 miles, including a main line 618 
in length and 168 miles of branches. When William B. 
Strong, as President, left the Santa Fe Company in Sep- 
tember of 1889, less than twelve years later, the Santa Fe 
road had become a transcontinental system over 7,000 miles 
in extent, with terminals at Chicago, San Diego, Los An- 
geles, Denver, Galveston, El Paso, and Guaymas, Mexico, 
J intense activities that were to characterize the history 
; Santa Fe during the next twelve years center largely 
nt two great personalities, WilUam B. Strong and Albert 
Robinson, the men who made Cyrus Holliday'a dreams 
lendid reality. But before entering this period, which 
e of the most significant and romantic in tlie history of 
trican railways, we must note briefly the growth which 
road had made since the dash across western Kansas, the 
13S 
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winning of the land grant, and the siicceasful beginnzngB o( 
colonization in the c&rly Seventies. 

Because of the great panic, the Santa Fe in common irifli 
most railroads attempted but little construction tn 1879{ 
only the twelve mile extension of the main line from Kansas 
boundary to Granada, Colorado, opened for traffic on May 
10th, was completed that year. This work, it will be re- 
called, had been done under the name of the Colorado ud 
New Mexico Railroad. Further delay was first occasioned 
by the natural reaction which followed the panic by the slow 
return of normal business conditions, and again by the 
serious local depression due to the grasshoppers and drouth 
in Kansas in 1874>. As was mentioned in the last chapter, 
however, this delay proved but temporary and thanks to tilt 
activities of the Land Department and tlie good crops of 
1875 confidence in the Santa Fe railway project was aoon 
firmly established. 

As early as 1874< the directors wisely purposed to build 
far into Colorado. There were good reasons for tliis {^an. 
At Canon City, due west, and at Trinidad, west and soutii, 
from Granada, were large coal deposits of a quality superior 
to any in Kansas. This coal alone, it was believed, would 
famish a large eastbound tonnage. There was much timber 
in Colorado which could be shipped into Kansas where lunh 
ber was badly needed and which region hitherto had been 
supplied chiefly with Michigan pine. The ranches of Colo- 
rado would ship a large and increasing volume of frri^t* 
in cattle, sheep, hides and wool, over the new line. Colorado 
was already famed for its precious metals, which tmniog 
industry was bound to develop fast with improved means o{ 
transportation. This meant a heavy traffic in ores, not to 
mention a growing demand for machinery, chemicals, ami 
other mining supplies that would have to be shipped fij nil 
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from cities east of the Missouri River. Again, the scenery 
and climate of the Rocky Mountains were beginning to 
attract tourists. With convenient railroad facilities here 
was a chance to develop a profitable passenger traffic. And 
finally. Colorado, with her ranches, mines and tourists, must 
have the ordinary commodities of life — foodstuffs, dry goods, 
furniture, hardware, etc., all of which must be brought from 
distant markets. The state was large, and as yet reached 
from the East by only one railroad. For the Santa Fe, the 
gateway to the interior of Colorado was Pueblo, where con- 
nection would be made with the Denver and Rio Grande, a 
narrow gauge local road for Denver. A line across south- 
western Colorado — following the Santa Fe trail — to Trini- 
dad would approach the New Mexico boundary where much 
of tJie overland wagon traffic would be secured. All in all, 
building into Colorado offered limitless traffic which it is the 
business of railroads to secure. The first objective point 
in this direction, therefore, was Pueblo, one hundred and 
thirty-three mdes west of Granada, 

Expansion began both west and east in 1875. To build 
the road to Pueblo a new corporation, the Pueblo and 
Arkansas Valley Railroad Company, was incorporated 
March 24, 1875, by a group of Boston capitalists who were 
also the chief owners of the Santa Fe road. On October 
Ist the new corporation absorbed the Colorado and New 
Mexico Company with all its charter pri\'ileges under which 
tJie preliminary Colorado extension had been constructed. 
Then, on the same date, the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley 
was leased ua condition ally to the Atchison, Topeka and 
Santa Fe for a term of thirty years, thus giving the Atchi- 
son • Company an effective corporate instrument with which 

' In Eastern finanddl circles the Atchison, Topeka and SHnta Fe rail- 
itit <■ M— Hy wteiMd to M mw Atttoon." In the Wqt tt li the 
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to prosecute its building plans in Colorado. CoDBtructloil 
having commenced promptly, the road vaa completed And 
ready for o])crKtioii to Las Animas, Miy miles bejoad 
Granada, on September IStli. 

Meanwhile a new and important terminal was bong 
secured on the Missouri River. After the Civil War, Kansas 
City, due to the enterprise of her citizens, had begun to out- 
strip her rival neighboring towns.^ As a rapidly growing 
commercial city it had become the terminus of practically all 
the important railroads in that section, and by the early 
Seventies it promised eventually to rival St. Louis aa a rail- 
road and commercial center. Furthermore, in 1875, Kanaat 
City had overshadowed Atchison, then the Santa Fe*8 Mis- 
souri Kiver tenninus, and was fast becoming the greatest 
cattle and grain market of the Southwest, wliich supranacy 
has long since been established. Since grain and cattle then 
comprised tlie bulk of the Santa Fe'a eastbound traffic, and 
since Kansas City was only sixty-seven miles east of Topcka. 
it was soon found necessary to secure direct terminal facili- 
ties with this rising metropolis. Getting into Kansas City 
was of two-fold importance to the Compuny. By providing 
superior market facilities Dear at hand for hvestock and 
grain, the production of these staples along the Hue of the 
Santa Fe would be stimulated, which would encourage land 
sales and settlement; and which finally would add to the 
general prosperity of the road. Again, because of the 
Eastern roads now focusing at Kansas City, much west- 
bound traffic, both freight and passenger, would be gained 
there. Access to Kansas City was secured on October Istt 

"Sutta Fe." This book uses the words promUcuouslj' although is £•■ 
cuBBing the flnoncln] affftirs of the road "AtchUon" will be more com- 
roonly used as 'a the custom. 
'Independence, Wcstport, Leavenworth, Atchison and St Joseph. 
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1875, when the Santa Fe Company leased the Kansas ( 
Topeka and Western, a local road that had already been 
constructed between Topeka and Kansas City, Terminal 
facilities were aecured by a joint arrangement with the 
Kansas City and St. Joseph, and the Burlington roads, thus 
making complete a strategic and extremely valuable exten- 
sion that was to be the eastem terminus of the Santa Fe 
for more than ten years. 
^^ Extension westward had gone on steadily; the line was 
^^Bpmpleted to Pueblo and placed in regular operation March 
^^K 1876. Thus a main line had been gained with two ter- 
^^Bbials on the Missouri river and estending westward to tlie 
^^BDt of the Rocky Mountains. Because of adverse business 
^^^Riditions in 1873-1874 and because of the natural con- 
servatism of the Boston financiers who wti-e directing the 
policies of the Company, the road had been developing slowly 
and cautiously, A great flood in southeastern Colorado in 
1875 had washed out considerable portions of the new line, 
making its construction unusually expensive. Thus it was 
decided to retrench, and for the next two years, aside from 
routine operation, little was done except to improve tbi 
physical condition of the railroad property. 

The years 1875-1876, aside from the extensions already^ 
described, were largely concerned with outlays for improve- 
ment of tracks and road-bed, and right-of-way, for the erec- 
tion of station buildings and fences, and the increase and 
betterment of locomotives and rolling stock. During the first 
half of 1877 the line again suffered serious damage from 
high water duo to abnormal rains, and in repairing these 
loKscs — inflicted \i\ma embankments, cuts, bridges and road- 
bed in general — the ofiicials were led to make renewed eff'orts 
and consequently large expenditures to improve the line still 
more. Old iron rails were replaced here and there with ste^ 
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Thousands of new tit^s ven? laid, a considerable amount of 
track was ballasted with crushed rock aod hy the close at 
that year the line was declared to be in as good repair as at 
any previous time. A total of more than $340,000, a large 
sum for a new and struggling road, had been spent for 
purpose. 

The extensions to Pueblo and Kansas City, whiclt had been 
made with so much caution, had at once proved successful, 
for they increased the traffic of the Company to a profitable 
extent. Net earnings for 1876 were nearly $1^00,000, ex- 
ceeding the estimate for that year by more than $176,000. 
The net earnings for 1875 had been only a little over $750,- 
000. For 1877 they rose, in spite of flood losses, to $1,819, 
000. While land sates and the development of company lands 
bad perhaps been chiefly responsible for tlus prosperity, the 
extension of the line to Kansas City and Pueblo had con- 
tributed much to net earnings. I.i 1875 it was announced 
that 6,000 tourists were visiting the Colorado Rockies an- 
nually and the increase of traffic due to the opening of 
Southern Colorado was all that could be expected. In other 
words, the progress of the road had proved conclusively that 
expansion brought more traffic and that to grow meant to 
prosper. The careful management of the road evidently 
were not insensible of this situation, for they projected a 
line from Florence, Kansas, down the Walnut Valley to Uk 
south border of the state, and this road was built and pot 
into operation as far as El Dorado, 31 miles, about Jtilji 
1677. In building this branch, however, the directors IKtt 
probably impelled more by the demands of settlers who WClt 
buying lands in this vicinity than from a desire to expftni 
Apparently there was no desire on the part of the capitalnti 
who now controlled the policies of the road to make the Santa 
Fe a great railroad ; it appears from a careful stud^ of the 
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Company's reports that down to 1877 tlie chief purpose was 
to develop a first class railroad between tlie Missouri aud 
the Rockies; to exploit thoroughly the lands and other 
natural resources touched hy the lines thus constructed, and 
to round out an efficient and profitable trausportation prop- 
erty whose interests would be purely local. So recently as 
ISTJi, when construction of the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley 
was about to commence, the directors announced that, "At 
Pueblo we shall connect with the Denver and Rio Grande 
narrow gauge railroad running northward to Denver, west- 
ward to Caiion City and southward ultimiitely to Santa Pe 
and the City of Mexico." In short, the policy of the Santa 
Fe railroad management during this period was very con- 
servative — a policy dictated in part, no doubt, by a strin- 
gent money market. Wliile it was finding that its own busi- 
ness grew by leaps and bounds as a result of extended mile- 
age, it had up to this time evidently intended to rely for 
more remote western connections, such as Denver and Santa 
Fe, upon the growth of a purely local but ambitious narrow 
gauge line that as yet began and ended in Colorado. But 
the Denver and Rio Grande was an aggressive company. 
Should it gain prior control of certain strategic mountain 
passes over which any railway seeking to penetrate the 
Rockies in this region must go, the Santa Fe might be 
effectually blocked and forever remain a local railroad some 
few hundred miles in extent. If the Santa Fe ever were to 
achieve greatness a master hand was now needed in the abso- 
lute direction of its affairs. Such was the situation when, 
after nearly two years of cautious procedure, the directors 
elected Mr. Strong general manager, and "matured a plan 
for extending the line to the vicinity of Santa Fe," New 
Kfexico. Thus the scene was cleared for one of the greatest 
railroad leaders this country has produced. 
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Strong to the capital. On their arrival they found tliit 
through the alleged influence of the Southern Pacific a bill 
called the California Act had just been passed bj the terri- 
torial legislature. This law required among other tliinga 
that at least ten per cent, of the estimated cost of building 
any proposed line should be raised and the money piid 
into the treasury of the intende<i corporation before ope^ 
ations could begin. Such an obstructive measure vas weS 
calculated to thwart any immediate steps that the Santa Fe 
management witli their limited resources were likely to take 
in New Mexico, since it would he well-nigli impossible to raiK 
money to build a railroad through a sparsely settled terr^ 
tory with such a law in force; but the new general manager 
vas not to be so easily brushed aside. Obviously tbe act 
in question had been lobbied through tbe legislature. Strong 
and his friends therefore began to lobby for its amend- 
ment or repeal. This was a dilBcult proposition, as the New 
Mexicans, in spite of the backward condition of their terri- 
tory, seem to have disliked the idea of a railroad entering 
their territory from the north and east; they were jealoui 
and fearful of a "Yankee invasion." Their sentiment wsi 
probably expressed in a remark which the president of 
Senate, a native New Mexican, is said to have made to Mr* 
Otero, likewise a New Mexican but a progressive, who act 
panied Mr. Strong's party: *'We don't want you daamed 
Yankees in the country. We can't compete with you; you 
will drive us all out, and we shall have no home left ua. Wl 
won't have you here." 

It was soon found that the so-called California Act 
1878 had not yet gone into efFect nor had it repealed the 
General Incorporation Act of 1868~amended in 1876 — 
which authorized railroads to incorxwrate without undos 
restrictions. Under the provisions of the older law Strcmg 
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I his men incorporated the New Mexico and Southern 
Fftci&c Railroad Company under which charter the Santa 
Fe waa to build and for a time operate its road in New 
Mexico. It is said that these iacorporators were also instru~ 
mental in securing the passage of "An Act explanatory of 
an Act providing for the incorporation of railroad com- 
paniea in this Territory," an innocent-looking statute con- 
sisting of but two sections which exempted from taxation for 
six years all portions of the railroads named in articles of 
incorporation, with a further provision that under this law 
no railroad could be exempt from taxation longtr than 
twelve years from the date of its beginning. Another supple- 
mentary law, likewise very brief, extended all the powers, 
privileges and exemptions thus legalized to any railroads 
incorporated in New Mexico, All legislative opposition to 
Iniilding through the Territory was thus evaded through 
the efficient efforts of Wm. B. Strong and his friends. 

Returning to Tueblo Mr. Strong found President Nicker- 
son whose conservatism now presented a new obstacle to the 
manager's ambitions. The president was willing enough to 
secure the right to build southward but a very cautious 
man, he was disappointed because Strong had not secured 
a subsidy from the legislature. He felt, perhaps with rea- 
son, that the traffic to be gained from building into New 
Mexico would not justify the outlay — at least not for some 
time. The transportation business of New Mexico consisted 
mainly of bringing in and distributing of merchandise to the 
various mining camps, towns and ranches. No reliable figures 
are obtainable as to tlie precise amount of this business. 
In 1876 the wagon trade to old Santa Fc amounted to over 
$2,000,000. Large quantities of freight were hauled through 
the Territory to Old Mexico, and until the Soutliem Pacific 
railroad was built to California, considerable amounts of 
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}iiiJi?B, wool and precious metals were sent out of New Mexico 
perhaps to the amount of one million dollars a year, but all 
this business, as much as it had fired the brain of Colonel 
Hollidaj, meant onlj a few hundred cars of freight each 
year. It is a singular fact that the Atchison, Topeka and 
fianta Fe, in common with our Western railroads, prospered 
and became powerful by buildiog straight into undeveloped 
or thinly settled country hundreds of miles from the centers 
of population and civilization. They prospered by devel- 
oping the country through which they passed, thus creating 
their own business, and by establishing through transporta- 
tion routes to the Pacific Coast over which much traiBc nn;- 
esaarily had to pass. It took courage to drive the Santa Fe 
road over the Rocky Mountains and perhaps Mr. Nickt-rson. 
the good and prudent Bostonian, need not be blamed (ot 
counseling delay. 

But Strong was always for immediate action and hf 
generally got what he wanted. Ilia fondness for action had 
a lot to do with the phenomenal growth of the Santa Fe 
during those years. After much haggling Strong got Nick- 
erson's permission to go ahead "in the spring" with some 
preliminary surveys through Southern Colorado and over 
Raton Pass into New Mexico. Only a nominal sum, not more 
than $20,000, would be allowed for this work. This was all 
the manager wanted, for with a sufficient leeway as a be- 
ginning, he at once started a scries of operations tliat even 
the president failed to stop. All these events took place in 
February, 1878 ; the interview iKtween Strong and Nickerson 
had been held on the S6th. As soon as he had been author- 
ized to begin work "in the spring," Strong went, without • 
moment's delay, to Chief Engineer A. A. Robinson, who 
likewise happened to be in Pueblo, and ordered him to pro- 
ceed at once to Raton Pass, to occupy the Pasa and hi^ JL 
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short digression here is Decessarj to exphun whj 
Strong wu BO noxious to get cootrol of the Pass. This 
defile then offered the ohIt practicable mcaris of getting » 
railroad into northern New Mexico. Situated on the border 
tietween Colorado and New Mexico its north entrance just 
sixteen miles bclovr Trinidad, it lay directly on tlie Santa Fe 
trail, the logical route of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
railroad. Raton Pass enabled the Santa Fe traders to 1 
cross the Rockies at an altitude of about 8.000 feet. It < 
^^as, in short, the gateway to Northern New Mexico and had 
for years been a famous toll road along the Santa Fe traiL 
Reference has been made to the Denver and Rio Grande 
railroad. Tliis rival company, organized some years before, 
was projected 850 miles, from Denver, Colorado, to El Paso, 
Texas. By June, 1872, the road, a narrow-gauge line, had 
been constructed 118 miles between Denver and Pueblo. In 
October of that year it opened a branch from Pueblo to the 
<'ai)On Coal Minca, 37 miles west. It was this branch that 
delivered to the Santa Fe goodly amounts of coal for ship- 
ment eastward when the latter road afterwards reached 
Pueblo. .Mthough its construction was retarded by the bad 
times incident to the panic of 1873, the "little road," as the 
Denver and Rio Grande came to be called, liad of late been 
■ iiHily e.tpanding under the strong leadership of General 
1 1. J. Palmer, a very capable man who embodied many 
'' Mr. Strong's characteristics. 
Building south from Pueblo the Rio Grande * had, by i 
means of bold engineering, twisted its way through the | 
mountains of southern Colorado and down into the San Luis 
VaBey. In 1876 it was opened to El Moro near Trinidad. 

•To avoid lircsoroe nmnotonr in this narrative, reference will he made 
to ll(e Drnvrr & Rio Graode as the 'little road," the "Rio Gronde" and 
Uw -D. A R. G." 



IBX 



The Story of the Santa Fe 



It then pushed west from Cuchara into South Central Colo- 
rado, reaching Fort Garland in 1877 and Alamosa by June. 
1878. Although a local affair, still confined wholly to Colo- 
rado, the Denver and Rio Grande was prosperous and af 
gressive. It had large ambitions, and if resented the intru- 
sion of its larger rival, the Santa Fe, which had been advasc' 
ing steadily into the Rocky Mountain country. After the 
latter had reached Pueblo the two companies soon became 
sharp rivals. The "little road," though doing a good boa- 
ness, had by the spring of 1878 strained its finances in 
costly extension work through the mountains. By May of 
that year it was having trouble to meet the interest on it* 
bonded indchtedncss. This stringency was intensified by a 
fulling olF in traffic, much of which tlie Santa Fe was getting 
at Pueblo — which did not conduce to good feelings. Like- 
wise, the Denver and Rio Grande feared tliat the Santa Fc 
would radiate lines from Pueblo into its most profitable 
territory in tlie interior of Colorado, such as the South Park, 
the Upper Arkansas and San Juan districts, and Denver. 
And finally it might be feared that the Santa Fe would 
tap northern New Mexico via Trinidad and rob the Rio 
Grande of any prospective traffic she was likely to get 
through the development of that territory. Having built 
through El Moro to La Veta in southern Colorado, the i 
row gauge therefore felt the necessity of crossing the state 
line into New Mexico, where it would for a time at least bft 
safe from outside comjjetition. During this same month of 
May its finances were patched up by General Palmer, 
the company was ready for an encounter with the Santa Fe. 
Once over Raton Pass, the very momentum which must be 
expended in crossing the mountains was bound to carry the 
first railroad to pass the divide down the easy stretches of 
northern New Mexico and over the Glorietas to Santa Fa 
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t Albuquerque. Having gained eitlier of Uiese poiots, the 
rulroad was quite likely to be lured on to Old Mexico or t 
Pacific. 

^^ Strong saw this situation, and he had the resolutioDS 

^^b over-ride the timidity of liis official superior and act at 

^^pue. Had it not been for the invincible determination of 

^^BtroDg and the intelligent cooperation of Robinson it i%, 

quite possible that the Denver and Rio Grande and not t 

Atchison, Topcka and Santa Fe would have first i 

New Mexico, and become a great §y8tein. As it was, 1 

Santa Fe crossed the divide, gained the coast and became t, 

transcontinental railroad while the Rio Grande still i 

fined to tliree states. Small wonder then, that on Fcbmaij 

86, 1878, Strong ordered Robinson in haste to Raton Pasu 

and to seize and hold the Pass against all opposition. 

Palmer was on the alert and not to be outdone if he could 
prevent it. He appears to have sliadowed the Santa Fe 
plans, and, late in February, he also made ready a force of 
men and teams and placed them in Raton Pass. It bo 
happened that Mr. Robinson of the Santa Fe, and Chief 
Kngineer McMurtrie, of the Rio Grande, field leaders of the 
rival forces, traveled together on the same Denver and Rio 
Grande train from Pueblo to El Moro, the nearest railroad 
point to the scene of operations. Arriving at EI Moro that 
evening Mr. McMurtrie went to bed while Enginei-r Robinson 
hurried overland to the home of "Dick" Wootton, near the 
north slope of the mountain, a famous old scout, who opei^ 
ated a toll road over the Pass. This was to be near the scei 
and ready for any emergency. About 11 o'clock that nigl 
Robinson was informed by a special messenger from Trim 
dad that the Denver and Rio Grande people had organized i 
foTve of graders and were moving across the country back C 
Trinidad to the Pass. There was no time to lose. Hurrying 
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of Fremont County citizens, Fainter then organized sad di- 
rected an espcdition tliat surveyed a line which in 1868 
Palmer advocated. The route thus recommended ran south- 
westward from Ellsworth, Kaniias, through the cafion to 
the headquarters of the Arkansas and thence through the 
San Luis Valley to the SSth jmrallel and beyond to the 
coast. Had the Kansas Pacific followed this line it would 
instantly have tapped some of the richest portions of Col- 
orado. But the Eastern managers of the Kansas Pacific 
finally decided to build to Denver, wliich was done, and as a 
result that road never became a factor in southern Colorado. 
After the Kansas Pacific had finally been diverted to 
Denver, Palmer seems to have conceived building the narrow 
gauge Denver and Rio Grande from Denver southward along 
the foot of the mountains. Chagrined in not having secured 
an eastern outlet through the Kansas Pacific, Fremoot 
Comity glatfly voted $50,000 in county bonds » to aid the 
narrow gauge road. Meanwhile, as already stated, thfr Rio 
Grande had reached Pueblo whence by October, 1872, it 
had built its spur to Labran in the Canon coal fields eight 
miles from Canon City. Then without stopping to extend 
its tracks to this county seat, it had hurried southward 
to reach some good deposits of coking coal near EI Moro. 
Almost in despair the people of Fremont County then held 
a public meeting at Canon City, in January, 1873, and 
fonnally invited the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe to 
construct a line into their locality, along the route proposed 
by the Kansas Pacific. But the Santa Fe, as we have wen, 
was virtually at a standstill in 1873-187*. So the Coaoty 
again voted bonds to the Denver and Itio Grande, this time 
$100,000; but the bond election carried by a majority of 

"They were suUequenlly lost to the raOroud through a tcctmlcality In 
court procedure. 
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on]; two TOtes, so that th« Countj CommtssioiHra nfustd 
to issii^ the bonds. Finaltj, in 1874, an issue of $50,000 
in bonds was carried, which was supplemented hy a gift of 
$25,000 worth of property in Caiion City, and that yeac . 
the long^sou^t narrow gauge railroad reached the countj^ 
seat. 

Vexed with all this delay which had only brought "half 
& loaf," the Caiion City people then made an elTort to accunf 
a road of their own. In 1876. silver had been found in 
profitable quantities near the source of the Arkansas at the 
present site of Leadvillc and this evidently prompted Fre- 
mont County to seek a western outlet. To that end a rail- 
road company, the Canon City and San Juan, was organized 
to all apj>earancos by local citizens in February, 1877, and 
projected westward through the Canon. Meanwiiile the . 
silver deposits began to attract more and more attentioibg 
lo July, 1877, Leadvilic, tlic noted "City of the Clouds," wai 
started. By the close of the year it was a village of t 
miners and prospectors and in January, 1878, the towi 
was organized. By this time reports of the rich minerals 
deposits had been noised about and in the early spring of 
1878 there began the famous "Leadville boom," which lasted 
two years. People flocked by the thousands to Leadville 
where fabulous wealth in rich silver and lead ores was to tl 
found. This turbulent mining camp with its incrcasinj 
numbers and keen demand for supplies of all dcscriptioni 
made necessary a railroad throng the mountains: nlmoal 
Rs if by ma^c a great traffic prize had sprung up in i 
interior. The prize was Leadville, and both the Rio (irandl 
and Santa Fe railroads decided to build extensions to I 
Dew town. But Leadville could be reached only through t 
Royal Gorge through which but one railroad could pass, 
heace the struggle that followed. 
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Both companies had already made surveys through tlui 
re^on, and the Denver and Rio Grande claimed it bail 
secured a right-of-waj by Acts of Congress passed in 1872 
Bud 1875. But it had made no effort to utilize such rig^t* 
aad the issue straightway beeamc a contest for supremacT 
tn the Caiion. The Rio Grande had Eome advantage be- 
cause of ita branch line from Pueblo, which, extending al- 
most to the mouth of the Canon, would enable it to transport 
men and building materials directly to the scene of action. 
The Santa Fe on the other hand had no line nearer than 
Pueblo, about forty miles from the Cafion, but it hod WilliMi 
B. Strong, and some exceedingly good lieutenants ; it wai 
stronger financially, and it stood in better favor with the 
local population. The tactless policy I\itherto followed 
by the D. & R. G. of avoiding established places and build- 
ing new towns had cost it many friends. 

In April, Mr. Strong decided to show his hand. But the 
Denver and Rio Grande officials having possession of the 
telegraph lines were again able to ascertain Strong's plaoi 
bj deciphering his code dispatches. Determined not to fat 
forestalled this time the Rio Grande management resolved 
to assemble a force at Pueblo, proceed over thdr own Hne 
to Caiion City and then by a quick advance occupy Ae 
entrance to the Canon before Strong could get an equil 
force together. One hundred men were made ready and it 
was planned to leave Pueblo on the morning of April SOth. 
News of this scheme reached Mr. Strong on the 19th at 
El Moro, where he seems to have been watching construction 
work. He tried to get a special train over the Denver and 
Rio Grande, which led directly north to Pueblo, but was of 
course refused- To reach Pueblo over his own lines he must 
Rrst travel overland 77 miles nortlioust to La Junta, nod 
then 64i miles north and west. Delay meant defeat kbA 
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[ could not risk dela;. It happened that one of his 
ers, Wm. R. Morlcy, was at La Junta, and to him 
f gent a telegram with instructions to hurry to Pueblo 
m as possible and then by all means beat the Rio 
e crowd to the Canon. 

iey instantly divined the situation and procuring a 
(tive was rushed to Pueblo where he arrived at 3 
: on the morning of the 20th, Like his general 
er at El Moro, he sought a special locomotive over the 

IT gauge, but without avail It was nearly forty miles 

ion City. Once there, Morley knew he could easily 

a force, for the town favored his Company. Within 

hours his rivals would start in a special train. Were 

smuggle himself into the Rio Grande crowd, he would 
ily suffer violence and accomplish nothing, for he 
have no time after arriving to marshal a force to 
their advance. He must get there first. He had a 
of several hours; the narrow gauge line was new, 
and crooked, the engine was small, the schedule was 
He would beat them yet. Morley at once procured a 

borse and started at full gallop. It was a race of flesh 

lood against a railroad, and a desperate ride. Urging 
imal to the limit of its endurance Morley had arrived 
within sight of Carton City when the animal fell dead 

tsdiaustion. Leaping to his feet the rider ran the rest 
way alone and safely reached the offices of the Canon 
nd San Juan Company before the train of Rio Grande 
rs arrived. The friendship of Cafion City for the 
Fe railroad was instantly proven, A force of towns- 
, with shovels and firearms quickly assembled and 
d two miles to the entrance of the Canon where they 
^tmd in |^im possession by the D. & R. G, party a 
r later. 
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The night before, the board of directors of the CnSM 
City and San Juan Railroad Company had met and elected 
Wm. B. Strong and A. A. Rolnnson, general manager and 
chief engineer respectively of the Santa Fe, to similar po- 
Bitions in the Canon City Company. At about the same 
time the Atchison directors in Boston decided to extend the 
"Pueblo and Arkansas Valley Railroad" from Pueblo to 
Leadville and the San Juan mining district. That same 
year it was planned to build fifty-seven miles from CaSiffl 
City through the Grand Canon to the South Arkansas. IT* 
work was to be accomplished at an estimated cost of $7fi0,- 
000 and to raise this sum an issue of $750,000 in first mort- 
gage 7 per cent, gold bonds — limited to $H,000 per mile of 
completed road — was offered to the A. T, & S. F. stock- 
holders. The extension when built was to be placed under 
a 30-year lease to the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe under 
terms and conditions similar to those by which the line 
from the Kansas boundary to Pueblo was held. 

At the same time it was officially decided to build the 
New Mexico and Southern Pacific railroad from the north 
line of New Mexico at Raton Pass southward via Laa VegaS 
to Albuquerque on the Rio Grande, S48 miles, at an esti- 
mated cost of $3,621,000, which sum likewise would be raised 
through an issuance of first mortgage 7 per cent, gold bonds 
limited to $15,000 per mile of completed road. The bonds 
were to be further secured by a lease of the property to ibe 
Atchison Company, which guaranteed a payment of 37 per 
cent, of the gross earnings of the new road and a rebate of 
15 per cent, on all business delivered to and from said line 
at the southern boundary of Colorado. These securitio 
were quickly sold, the money was thus ready, and the Santa 
Fe Company had definitely embarked on a policy of aggres- 
sive expanaioa. 
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1 such overland transportation service between the Canon 
nd it* own tracks at Pueblo as it could devise. The Rioi 
Orande people made good use of this advantage. They not 
*>nly refused to haul any Santa Fe laborers, but since they 
Controlled the telegraph wires at Canon City, only cen- 
*«red messages not unfriendly to the Denver and Rio Grande 
Company were accepted for transmission. By the Slst, they 
Ofld 250 men on the scene with 300 more expected soon. 

Mr. Strong, however, was equal to this handicap. First 
■ le tutablished a pony express line that made the forty-mile 
trip between the Cafion and Pueblo on a five-hour schedule. 
On April 21st, he is said to have had 300 men at the Canon, 
of whicli number 100 had been secured from the camp of his 
»-ival9. The Bio Grande Company had hired them — men of a 
•"oustabout class — for one dollar per day. Strong won their 
Services by paying them a dollar and a half and board. 
Both companies built big boarding houses for their men, one 
mile apart. Finally, on or about the morning of April 22nd, 
Strong set 175 laborers at work grading a rival Santa Fe 
line between Pueblo and Canon City. This branch it was 
purposed to build within thirty days, and it was further 
planned to reach Leadville before the end of the year. At 
the same time, Strong announced that a broad gauge line 
I'fiuld be surveyed from Pueblo to Denver, which was carry- 
urr the war into the heart of the enemy's country. The 
Siinta Fe manager was making good use of a temporary in- 
junction. Attorneys for both companies having presented 
tlieir arguments, Judge Henry of the State District Court, 
(in April 26th, issued an injunction restraining the Santa 
Fe from further action in the Cafion. This brought all 
Imilding activities to a temporary standstill, although the 
Santa Fe held firmly the strategic points it had occupied 
and prepared to build its main line south from Trinidad. 
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Late in April the case was presented to Judge HaDett 
tiie United States Circuit Court at Denver: and on MajfiA 
the opposing lawyers appeared before Hallett on a nio6n 
made by the Rio Grande to transfer to the Federal CobI 
the injunction case that had originated in the State Court. 
Since the Atchison, Topcka and Santa Fe was a corporatioi 
doing interstate business this move was entirely legaL Wha 
first brought to Judge Hallett this application was deoitl 
on a technicality, but now the application was renewed bj 
the Denver and Rio Grande people on the grounds tht 
popular prejudice made it impossible to secure justice 
Fremont County. This was a valid charge, Tlie tactlfl 
policy of the Rio Grande management in avoiding cstablishe 
towns and building small places nearby ' wlulc estendin 
their lines, had aroused the hostility of practically all tl 
older towns in the Denver and Rio Grande territory. CaSo 
City, whicli was especially grieved at the narrow gauge rei 
for so long ignoring it, was solidly for the Atchison Compaa; 
and gave it all the encouragement and help posslUe. 

Tliere appeared before Judge Hallett, Attorneys Willu 
Teller, Gilbert B. Reed and Charles E. Cast for the Soirt 
Fe; while Messrs. Wells, Smith, and Macon of Denver, an 
H. A. Risley of Colorado Springs, defended the D. & R. ( 
After listening to the arguments of both sides, in view of tl 
complex situation involved, Judge Hallett decided to ioTit 
to his bench a colleague. Judge Dillon of St, Louia, 
whom he would consider the case jointly before renderin 
a decision. At the same time Hallett issued an order fo( 
bidding cither party to work in the disputed Cafion whil 
the case was being considered. Neither side was to molei 
the other; an injunction was granted to the Denver and Bi 

' It has been clnimed that this was done for the privilege of 
la new towniite property. The charge proluibl; could not be protiA 
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i Company against the Santa Fe, and the injunction 
aing the Rio Grande which the Santa Fe had secured 
State Court was allowed to stand. Both companies 
I desist from furthtr operations, to leave the ground 
xoversy unoccupied, and quietly await the law's de- 

And to insure this return to quiet with normal con- 
, Judge Hallctt required each company to furnish a 
if $20,000 with approved sureties as a pledge of 
>havior. In full compliance with the Court's order, 
I seem to have withdrawn in good faith from 
Son and its immediate vicinity. Both appear to have 
'ged their hastily collected "armies" of laborers, and 
spared if necessary to fight, and prospects for tran- 

looked good. Whereas the first stage of the struggle 
Jed with Morley and liis followers in possession of the 

the second division of the affair, closed by the 
nary court decree of about May the 8th, ended with 

side holding any apparent advantage and with a 
to the existing order of things. But much bad feeling 

n aroused and the turbulent forces thus assembled 

t to be easily restrained. 

be night of May 7th, Governor Routt received a tcle- 
rom the sheriff of Fremont County asking for help to 

t peace, since the sheriff and his regular force were 
t to enforce the orders of the court with respect to the 

mobs thus turned loose. Tlie Governor promptly 
I the sheriff that the latter had full authority under 
' to enlist every man in the county if necessary, in an 

> preserve order. The state would not put troops 
t field unless as a very last resort and this emergency 
thought was unlikely to occur. Nevertheless, the 

r arranged with the state's Adjutant General to be 
nth militia on short notice; and Routt then warned 
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the counsel of the two disputing railroads that their tnmUd 
must under no circumstances become riotous; "And t 
party registered a vow in heaven that they would abide Ij 
this advice." Some minor violence occurred, but as a ii 
tlie fears of the local peace officer proved groundless. EtA 
company met the situation in good faith and tlie month of 
May passed without serious outbreak. 

On the first of June the Federal Judges, Dillon and Hal- 
lett, rendered a concurring opinion which in effect permitted 
the Canon City and San Juan Company (the Santa Fe't 
subsidiary) to go on with its grading in the Canon, but il 
was enjoined not to lay rails upon its grade. The injunctiot 
restraining the Denver and Rio Grande from further actios 
was continued in force. Tliis arrangement, however, 
intended only as a makeshift to last until the facts of the 
case could be more thoroughly examined at the regultr 
session of the United States Circuit Court which w 
convene the following month. 

July 9th the case was formally taken up in the FedenJ 
Court with Judge Dillon on the bench. Tlie Rio Grondt 
attomeja sought a perpetual injunction restraining the At- 
diiaon, Topeka and Santa Fe or its subaidiaries forever 
from building a railroad through the Canon. The whole 
controversy was carefully reviewed in order that Judge 
Dillon might be made familiar with every aspect of the case. 
For the Rio Grande, Mr. Macon argued correctly that the 
Santa Fe and not the Caiion City and San Juan was com- 
mitting acts of aggression. Whatever right tlie Canon City 
Company might have had to the Canon had been forfeited 
through its assent to the conduct of the Santa Fe in taking 
forcible possession of the Pass. The Santa Fe, Mr. Macon 
contended, had no corporate rights in Colorado and hence 
both it and its creature, the CaGon City and San JuaOt 
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should be restrained and the injunction against tlic Denver 
•od Rio Grande removed; for the latter company had been 
given the only and exclusive right-of-way through the Caflon 
bv a specific Act of Congress in 1872. In short, the Rio 
Clrande Company really had no opponent in the case, since 
'he Canon City and Siui Juan was only a tool for the Santa 
Je Company which Macon claimed had no rights in the 
state. The Santa Fe attorneys declined to reply to these 
arguments, preferring to submit their case strictly on its 
merits. After some days Iiod been spent in examining wit- 
nesees and hearing testimony, in which Engineer McMurtrie 
of the D. & R. G. testified that he had made surveys in the 
Canon as early as in 187I| the case was continued into 
Au^st. Pending tills outcome, the situation remained 
fairly quiet. 

On tlie S3rd of August, Judge Hallctt presiding, the 
United States Circuit Court for Colorado, announced its 
decision which gave the Canon City and San Juan Company 
the prior right of building its line the twenty milejj through 
the Cafion in accordance with the plat of its sur\'eys which 
bad been filed with the Receiver of the Federal Land Office 
at Pueblo on July 23, 1877, and afterwards approved by 
Carl Schurz, Secretary of the Interior. This, it is claimed, 
was merely a preliminary location wliich the Canon City and 
San Juan had made a year before when there was no con- 
troversy, yet it had been done in conformity with law. The 
Denver and Rio Grande must in no way interfere with the 
Santa Fe's operations; it could build a line of its own 
through the Canon, but such an enterprise was permissible 
only on the condition that it did not conflict with the Santa 
Pc's interests. The D. & R. G. was ^ven the right to use 
the Santa Fe's tracks wherever the right-of-way was not 
wide enough for both railroads ; any court could be invoked 
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to enforce this order. Throu^ the Royal Gorge, wbdi 
narrow passage was the real cause of dispute, the Caioa 
City and San Juan (or Santa Fe), was ^ven the prior n^t 
of location. It was warned hy the court, however, not li 
build its road in such a manner as to make constructioa un- 
duly espcnsivc for the Rio Grande Company ; and either 
party might seek protection of the court if it felt tliat it 
was unjustly treated by the other. 

This decision it will be observed was a decided victory for 
the Santa Fe people, for it gave them the prior right of lo- 
cating and building their line through the first twenty inilti 
of the Canon according to the right-of-way they had sur- 
veyed and platted. While the Congressional Act of 1872 h 
granted to tlie Rio Grande a right-of-way two hundred feet 
wide, from Colorado to old Mexico, that company had not 
taken formal steps to secure such a right-of-way through lh( 
Canon. Tiie decision did not seek to exclude the Rio Granilt 
Company, whose claims were merely subordinated to thoi 
of the Santa Fe. And the decision took into account only 
the first twenty miles of tlic Canon to which it held the Sant* 
Fe had estabhshed its prior right according to the Act of 
March 3rd, 1875- The upper part of the Canon, some thirtT 
miles in extent, was still in controversy. In Ihia sectioo 
the Rio Grande people were working. Although the A. T. 
& S. F. through its other subsidiary, the Pueblo and Arkan- 
sas Valley, claimed prior rights through the upper Ca£oD 
also, no interference seems to have been offered. 

Wliile badly defeated by the decision of August 23rd, tlie 
Denver and Rio Grande forces under General Palmer wouU 
not give up. They promptly made an appeal to the Unit« 
States Supreme Court, and while awaiting a derision of tin 
highest court wont on with the construction of their tinl 
from above the twenty-mile limit just decided in favor of tl 
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kfifH] City and San Juan. In New YoA a syndicate was 
formed, including foreign capitalifts, which purchased 
$1,000^)00 of the Denver and Rio Grande first mortgage 
bonds, which funds would absorb the floating debts of the 
company and provide for a short but ^ngorous building 
campaign in tLe disputed tf^rritory. Thus provided, the 
smaller company now became the aggressive parly. On or 
about Septemberl&t it had started suit in the Federal Circuit 
Court against the Puebio and Arkansas Valley, the Santa 
Fe's chief Colorado subsidiary company, for the right-of- 
way through the upper Canon to Leadville, and from the 
mouth of the South Arkansas to San Luis Park, due west of 
Canon City. Judge Hallett being absent from the state, 
the papers were forwarded to Judge Dillon in St. Louis, who 
took the new case under Bd\'isenicnt. By the close of Sep- 
tember, the Denver and Rio Grande was reported to be build- 
ing its line from the Canon to Leadville as fast as money and 
men could do the work. The Royal Gorge route was left 
undisturbed. Apparently, a defeat had been turned to a 
victory and never had Palmer's able leadership shown to 
better advantage. 

But the Santa Fe was by no means idle. It had made 
surveys for a line to Leadville and across the Poncha and 
Marshall Passes, and on September 3rd, the Secretary of 
the Interior formally approved of the plats thus submitted 
to him. While the Company did not claim any prior right- 
of-way beyond the twenty miles awarded by the decision of 
August 23rd, it was nevertheless making preparations to 
build without delay to Lead\-ille. On September 12th the 
A. T. & S. F. consolidated the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley 
with the Canon City and San Juan, thus bringing its Colo- 
rado interests under a single corporate head. The capital 
Stock of the combination thus effected was $6,000,000. Not 
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only did the Atcliison people plan to reach Leadville; it w>) 
proposed to extend branches through Gunnison Vom, into 
Park and Summit counties of the interior, and through Col- 
orado Springs to Denver, This really meant the direct in- 
vasion of all the territory occupied by the narrow-gau^ 
road. 

Thus matters stood with both parties menacing each other 
when, early in Octoher, the country was astonished to hear 
rumors that peace had been made, and that the Santa Fc had 
leased the Denver and Rio Grande railroad. These rumon 
were fully confirmed on October 15th, by a dispatch from 
Canon City. The careful jMilJcies of President Nickerson 
had brought about this conciliation. Strong knew the com- 
parative financial weakness of the Rio Grande Company and 
was for fighting it to a standstill. In this he was dissuaded 
by tlie cautious Nickeraon, and so the now famous "D. & 
B. G. Lease" was drawn up under Nickeraon's supervision 
and signed in Boston on October 19th, 1878. The lease waa 
to run thirty years, beginning with December 1st, 1878. 
It comprised all the railroad mileage "heretofore constructed 
and operated" by the Denver and Bio Grande in Colorado, 
commencing in the City of Denver and extending thence 
southwardly through Colorado Springa and Pueblo to El 
Moro and the El Moro collieries near Trinidad. Likewise 
the lease included the extension from Cucharas westward via 
La Vcta to Alamosa, and the branch from Pueblo to Canon 
City — in all 3S7 miles of track, not including sidings, to- 
gether witli all equipment, grounds, buildings, appurte- 
nances, and privileges incidental to the operation of tlie 
railroad. 

The contract specifically exempted the charter riglits — 
except those enumerated — together with all franchises hdd 
by the Denver and Bio Grande. In other words, thia com' 
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inj preserved its corporate existence in every way and 
merely leased its lines, facilities, and privileges of conduct- 
ing transportation to the AtcMaon, Topcka and Santa Fe. 
The Santa Fe agreed to operate the leased property at its 
own expense; to maintain the property and all equipment in 
good repair, to make needful additions to equipment, and to 
develop traffic in such a manner as public safety and needs 
might require. It was to pay the Rio Grande in monthly 
installmente, an annual rental determined as follows: For the 
first year, 43 per cent, of all gross earnings of the leased 
lines ; for the second year 42 per cent. ; for the third year 41 
per cent, ; and continuing with a one per cent, reduction each 
year until the fourteenth, whereupon the rental should stay 
at 36 per cent, of the annual gross earnings for the remain- 
ing sixteen years of the term. 

It was agreed that neither the Santa Fe nor any corpo- 
ration under its control should construct or cause to be con- 
structed any line or track to parallel or compete with the 
existing lines of the Denver and Rio Grande. If any third 
rail " was laid on the Santa Fe tr.acks in this combination to 
make a three-foot gauge, tJie gauge of the Rio Grande was 
to be widened and made standard by the, laying of a third 
^^pJL A road built from a Denver and Rio Grande 
^^kminal as an extension of such line was to be of three-foot 

The line of transportation from Denver eastward via 
Pueblo to the Missouri River or to points on any road owned 
or controlled by the Santa Fe was to remain open on equal 
tenns for all parties in the transportation of passengers 
and freight. In other words, there was to be no discrimi- 
nation which might work injury to the normal volume of busi- 

'Tlie Santa Fe lines were till stanclBrd gauge of 4 ft. By^ in. At 
B the Rio Gruade, as hits been noted, was a 3 foot gauge. 
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ness accruing to the Denver and Rio Grande Company. And 
as an additional safeguard, the Atchison Company bouDil 
itself to make no agreement with any competing road for anj 
division of traffic territory or earnings unless the Rio Grande 
derived a proportionate benefit and advantage. The Santa 
Fe was to divert no traffic to the detriment of the Rio 
Grande, nor could it adjust rates in any way to work harm 
to the latter. 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe was to keep up tht 
insurance and taxes on the property leased. At Puefalo. 
furthermore, it should maintain at its own expense an au- 
ditor who was to keep a full and accurate account of all Rio 
Grande money, business, and expenditures. These records 
were always to be accessible to the officials of the latter 
company, while monthly and annual statements of eamingi 
and expenditures, together with the outlays for renewals 
and repairs, were likewise to be rendered to the Denver and 
Rio Grande authorities. 

Upon receiving the Rio Grande property the Santa Fe 
was to pay cash for all machinery, implements, fuel and 
railways supplies on hand, at a price to be fixed by two men 
who were to be appointed, one by the president of each 
company. If these men disagreed, the presidents might 
jointly select an umpire and the three men so chosen would 
act as appraisers. The money thus paid over was to be 
placed in trust and finally applied to the debts of the Denver 
and Rio Grande Company, exclusive of capital stock, in so 
far as sucR debts exceeded $SS,G61 per mile. 

Article 10 provided that if the Santa Fe, its succesaors 
or assigns, should at any time fail to pay the rent when due 
and should continue in default for ninety days, it should be 
lawful for the Rio Grande and its successors or assigns to 
repossess the properly with all additions and improvetnents 
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dthout Dotice to the Santa Fc. The latter should 
be liable for all rent that was in arrears. 

At the expiration of the Ifiisc, cither at the end of tliii 
years or sooner, the Atchison was to return all the D. & R. 
property in as good order as when first received, due alJow- 
ance having been made for use and wear. In sueh event, all 
rolling stock, supplies, etc., were again to be valued by two 
appraisers with a third in case of disagreement. All Denver 
and Hio Grande property was to be in good order on De- 
cember 2nd, 1878, when the provisions of the lease were to 
take effect. Finally, both parties agreed to assist each other 
in any lawful way in the mutual fulfillment of the tenns of 
the contract. Such in substance were the main provisions 
of the lease, which for a time ended litigation between the 
rival companies and which seemed for the moment to have 
restored harmony in Colorado. 

As to the reasons for this surprisingly sudden arranj 
ment, the motives of tlie Santa Fe are not hard to deter- 
mine. Having assumed a definite policy of expansion under 
the vigorous leadership of Wm. B. Strong, it had come 
into conflict with the Rio Grande Company, likewise an 
ambitious corporation that was full of fight. Finally a lease 
had been effected, due chiefly to financial inferiority of the 
Rio Grande, which believed it had secured good terms, and 
because President Nickcrson of the Santa Fe held this to be 
a safer procedure than to fight it out in the courts or in the 
field. 

As to the Rio Grande, the reasons for the lease were set 
forth by President Palmer in an official circular dated No- 
X'cmber llth, in which it was claimed that the object of the 
negotiations was to consolidate the Denver and Rio Grande 
witJi the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley. It was especially 
sired to equalise the stock and debts of these two companit 
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Whereas, the P. & A. V. had issued stock only at the rate «f 
$15,*38 per mile, with a bonded debt of $11,780 per aait, 
the stock and boudcd indebtedness of the Rio Grande wtn 
$25,822 and $22,664 per mile respectively, not to mention 
a debt of at least $500,000 recently incurred oa account of 
cstensions begun shortly before the lease was made. The 
lease. Palmer asserted, protected his bondliolders, since it 
provided that the entire rental be deposited in trust mantUy 
to be applied in payment of Uio Grande interest and debt«. 
If any surplus remained, it was to be used for the redemption 
and cancellation of the company's bonds at their mariot 
price, A supplementary personal agreement between Pit 
mer and the Santa Fe officials provided that $1,700,000 of 
the stock of the Pueblo and Arkansas Valley or such portion* 
of this amount as Palmer mi^t require, was to be appUed 
through him in further payment of the company's debts in 
excess of the bonded debt of $22,664 per mile. This Pueblo 
and Arkansas Valley stock was to be exchanged pro rata 
with the $8,500,000 capital stock of the Rio Grande com- 
pany. In other words, the Santa Fe privately agreed to 
exchange one share of its Pueblo and Arkansas Valley stock 
for 6ve shares of Rio Grande stock. And inasmuch as the 
former sold at about par, while Rio Grande slock was at this 
time practically worthless, here was a liberal concession. 
This practical arrangement was designed mainly to protect 
the Denver and Rio Grande stockholders, the value of whose 
shares was bound to rise througli an alliance with a company 
of superior financial standing. Hence the Rio Grande seemed 
to have much to gain and notliing to lose by the combination 
thus efTccted. 

On December 3rd the Denver and Rio Grande stockholders 
in their annual meeting at Colorado Springs, ratified the 
lease by a four-fifths vote. But since the Santa Fe compooj 
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squired by the l.erms of the lease to deposit in advance 

un sum in payment of Denver and Rio Grande supplies 

I, President PHliner was autliorized to give possession 

■ property only when he saw fit to do so. The stock 

f Denver and Rio Grande and Pueblo and Arkansas 

kj compaaics which had been interchanged was depos- 

■in Boston with T. J. Coolidge of Boston as trustee, 

pm a few days all differences were adjusted and at mid- 

R of December 13, 1878, the Denver and Rio Grande 

poad and its effects passed to the Atchison, Topcka and 

ttft Fe company, by order of President Pahner, On the 

p date General Manager Strong announced that all oper- 

[ officials of the Rio Grande Company would be trans- 

I to the Atchison payrolls; and he instructed D. C. 

[e, general manager of the Rio Grande, to give general 

! that the line to and from Denver was open for all 

^t and passenger business, and that all competing rates 

I be squarely met. 

tile commenting upon the local railroad situation some 
s earlier the Denver Times had remarked; "The Atchi- 
E Topeka and Santa Fe Company is a powerful corpo- 
, It appears to be possessed of abundant resources and 
jiagers are credited with a reasonable share of that 
y and shrewdness in direction which frequently achieves 
; success." Within a half year_ the Santa Fe seemed 
' to justify this confidence. It had encountered the 
pGrande on its own ground, defeated it in the Circuit 
t and finally liad astonished everybody by leasing out- 
tthe property of its opponent. This had given it access 
mver, a trafBc center of much importance. While the 
tprizcd Leadville extension project had been placed in 
iorary abeyance, the Santa Fe might build here if it 
^to construct a narrow gauge line. And meanwhile with 
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the Rio Grande thus out of tlie way, the Santa Fe's larger 
workf the extension south aod westward, from La Junta, bad 
heen pushed steadily. In May, 1878, contracts aggregating 
$1,500,000 were let for the construction of the first hundred 
miles of the New Mexico extension. Supplementary plans 
for building one hundred and twenty miles farther to Lu 
Vegas in the heart of New Mexico, were likewise made ready. 

Work started at La Junta in June, and by September 
1st, the line was finished and opened for business 81 
miles to Trinidad. Sixteen miles south was Raton Pass, die 
summit of wluch must be pierced by a tunnel to avoid the 
expense and hindrance to trafBc caused by excessive grade*. 
Work in this tunnel was begun promptly, but there was no 
waiting for tunnels to be finished. To avoid delay, the Pas* 
was surmounted by a "switch-back," which was boldly coft" 
ceived by Chief En^neer A. A. Kobinson, and on December 
7th, 1878, & locomotive traveled over the summit and into 
New Mexico, Tlie Santa Fe had crossed the first barrier of 
the Rockies over the strategic Raton Pass and the long con- 
templated entrance of New Mexico had at last been made. 

Meanwliile, at the beginning of 1879, there were rumhUngi 
of discontent in Colorado. While the Santa Fe had iron a 
decisive victory and further troubles seemed to have been 
dispelled, the Denver and Rio Grande felt keenly the humil- 
iation of being leased to its rivaL The Grand Canon war 
had Dot yet ended. 
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S GXAND CANON WAB CONCLUDSD 



TRONG made prompt use of the Denver and Rio Grande 
Bline to combat his enemies. The two leading roads into 
■Ter, the Union Pacific and the Kansas Pacific, had formed 
tool * whereby it was agreed to divide their transportation 
''(nuiness. Partly in self-defense and partly to secure hia 
share of the business, which the more northerly roads had 
appropriated, Strong sharply increased the rates on tJie 
newly-leased line from Denver south. The effect was to divert 
a large volume of traffic over the Santa Fe main line by way 
of Pueblo; and since Pueblo was and is yet the largest city 
in southern Colorado, she now began to receive much of the 
wholesale trade that Denver had formerly supplied. This 
was natural, for the people in southern Colorado found it 
cheaper to secure Eastern goods directly over the Santa Fe 
than to pay, in addition to purchase price, the excessive 
freight rates which Strong had arbitrarily imposed between j 
Denver and Pueblo. Late in December, tlie roads in theJ 
traffic combination announced a virtual boycott of the Santa ' 
Fe interests in Colorado. Thus Strong's rate manipulation 
had virtually stopped all business between the northern and 

'This was effected lafe in the spring of 18TB. The combination In- 
eladed the Union Paoific, Tbc Kntisus Pacific, the Colorado Central and 
the Omaha Bridge Company. All earnings were to be consigned to a 
common fund and as usual divided among the members of the pool . 
aceording to a Stipulated percentage. Commur. ^ Piiuat. Chnn., June a 
15. IBTS. 
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awaiting developments. Od the SOth the Rocky MovMlam 
Newt ^ advocated state interference. 

Oq March S3rd tlio Santa Fe was reported to have 200 
men on guard at various points, one force at the month o( 
the Canon, a guard at "Fort De Remer," a force at the 
Royal Gorge, and another at "Twelve-Mile Bridge." The 
Santa Fc also began to recruit its fighting strength with 
professional "bad men" from Dodge City,' a number of wliom 
were shipped in by the company late in March and early in 
April. These men as well as tliose hired locally for thij 
rough and tumble service, were paid three dollars a day uid 
board. Taking advantage of his reinforced strength, Mr. 
Strong started building his railroad through the Canon and 
by March 26th had laid about three miles of track. 

On April lOtli, the Santa Fe met opposition from u 
unexpected source when C. W. Wright, the Attorney GencreJ 
of Colorado, started quo warranto proceedings against the 
Company on behalf of tlie people of the state. Wright*! 
real purpose was to oust the corporation from the state if 
possible. To that end, warrants were issued and served OD 
two of the Santa Fe local officers, requiring them to appear 
before Judge Thomas M. Bowen of the State District 
Court at Colorado Springs on April SSnd to answer and 
show by what authority they were operating a railroad, * 

' In tta Issue for March SOth, this pnper. which was hostile to tl* 
Santa Fe, said: "This overgrowD and arro^unt corporation svts botb 
law and fair dealing at defiance in the pursuit Of its purposes. TW 
attitude of the Santa Fe menaces tlie pence and ssfetj of the stale — it i> 
a defiance of law and order and constitutes a condition of afFairs wbicb 
imperatively^ demands the intervention of esecuUve authority." 

'A. A. Robinson to the writer. 

"Sheriff W. B. Masterson and 30 men left Dodge City Sntardaj- lul 
(April 5) for Cailon City, where they were called In anticipation o( 
railroad troubles, but we do not hear of any." Dodge City Timet. B^ 
printed In BocAy ISowttain Nfwi, April 12, 1670. 




f negleetcd to arfM 
mtempUtcd | 
falUi, of hexing soU k 
the Santa Fe, sn) rf I 
office to the profeaaamal p t tik g mi a f«i««lg i 

During tbe e&ri; put of Apfflffe II 
ofEcials iDcre«wd Unr cfWts to ^ Wd: «tt HniitAril, iff 
need be, their linei, tiw Icmb «r wUcb t^ aov opoij de- 
clared had btcn violated. Dl C Dodge, g imja l anascr «f 
the Rio Graode, sanomccd tkst the leue bul beiB broke* 117 
the Santa Fe almost as mkmi a< ratified. Palmer lueausluk 
hod succeeded in raisiag fonds with wiodb to boild his road 
to Leadville and the Sao Joan annex. 'Hiett activities be- 
came so threatening as to came W. W. Borst, superintendent 
of the Santa Fe lines, in Colorado, to issoe a printed circolar 
to all men in the entploj of the Santa Fe-Rio Grande rail- 
roads, adrising that he had been reliaUy informed that the 
Rio Grande officials intended to violate the contract and 
seize their road by force. To avoid any such trouble all men 
in the service were instructed to obey only the orders given 
by the regular operating officials of the Company in charge, 
■ On or about April 10th, Mr. Strong reached Denver and 
I began to make ready for the struggle which he knew must 
come soon, both in courts and in the Grand Canon of the 
Arkansas. Scarcely had Strong appeared when General 
Palmer in a public interview defiantly asserted that the 
Santa Fe had violated its agreements. It had made prohibi- 
tive rates from Denver, wliich Palmer claimed the lease for- 
bade. It had so adjusted local rates as to divert business 
from the Rio Grande road; it had hauled its own building 
materials and supplies free over the Denver and Rio Grande 
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traeks, thus depriving that companj of much rental, wWd 
was based upon gross receipts. The Santa Fe, Palmer for 
ther claimed, had never carried out the appraisal of the D.ft 
R. G. fuel and supplies as provided by the lease. It htd 
even demanded possession of the property before an «p- 
prajsal could have been made. To be sure, it had pud 
$75,000 cash and deposited $75,000 witli a tnistce. but «• 
cept for the last weeks of December, the Santa Fe, it was said, 
had not paid the Kio Grande for the use of its lines. Palmer 
admitted that the rental had been offered, but on the condi- 
tion that the lease be acknowledged as effective, which pro- 
posal had been steadily refused. He believed that his com- 
pany had a right to resume possession of its property. A 
few days afterwards, Palmer was quoted as saying that th* 
Atchison Company had broken nearly every provision of 
the lease, both in spirit and in letter. He asserted that the 
Santa Fe was $67,000 behind in its payments to his Corapanj 
and that it had usi^d Rio Grande supplies for the last root 
months. He professed confidence in Strong's word and 
honor, but declared he was suspicious of tlie "policies emt- 
nating from Boston." In short, Palmer openly accused tin 
Santa Fe of bad fajth and of having tried to injure the Bio 
Grande road by diverting traffic from it. 

To those general charges it was answered that there wi* 
a plot to break the D. & R. G. lease: that a few nights befoK, 
an attempt had been made by the Rio Grande forces to 
attack the Santa Fe men at Colorado Springs, Pueblo> Al- 
amosa, and Cafion City, and the effort had failed oolj fc^ 
cause of the preparedness of the latter Company. Sevcnl 
cases of rifles* and ammunition consigned to the Denver and 

*On Ibis or a similar ociksion during the Grand CaAon troubles t 
sblpmcnt of rifles nnd revolicrs BrriTEd one daj at the express office at 
Ctiiion City fur tlie D. & It. G. men. The goods were not remnted 
Immediately and thnt night W. B. Morley of the Santa Fe enginceibf 



> Grande at Cofion City had been seized by the sherilf. 
! northern pool it was claimed had been formed at the 
ice of the Rio Grande managers to impel Uie Santa 
t to break the lease. Strong declared that since the first 
mth the Rio Grande people had refused to give a proper 
«ipt for the rent money which had Ijeen deposited rcgu- 
riy in a Pueblo bank. Since the lease was effected, Rio 
vandc stock had risen from notliing to 16 cents on a dollar, 
I (he bonds had doubled in value. The Rio Grande eam- 
i for March, 1879, had been $20,000 more than for the 
Bie month a year t)efore: yet, in spite of these facts, the 
L & R. G. people had removed their books from the slate 
t disconcert the Santa Fc*s business operations and were 
p seeking to \iolate a lawful agreement by arresting Santa 
fe laborers and generally resorting to mob rule. 

On the 31st day of April, the long-awaited Supreme Court 
opinion was delivered. It reversed the decision of the lower 
court and confirmed to the Denver and Rio Grande Company 
the prior right in the Canon. This right the court held had 
tK,-en conferred by the Act of June 8, 1872, which gave the 
Rio Grande the right to the Canon to be enjoyed after occu- 
pation had been made. It was held that the Company had 
made this occupation on April 19, 1878, that the lower 
court erred in not recognizing the prior right of the Denver 
Company through the Caiion, and that the court likewise 
erred in enjoining that Company at the instance of the 
Cafion City Company from proceeding in the construction 
of its road through the defile. In addition the Court held 
that in view of the extension of time given by the Act of 
1877 " the D. & R. G. must be regarded as having accepted 

staff mlered the office and removed all the (tring pins from the weapons, 
IcnTing tiicm useless. Chief Engineer A. A. Robinson to the writer. 

■ It wiU be recnlled thai in IflTJ the D. & R. G. Co. had been granted 
a 900 foot right of way through public lands together with arable 
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such an extension subject to the pro^-isiocs of the Act ol 
March Srd, 1875, which gave a right-of-waj' to anj railroai 
company through any canon, pass, or defile, in conunon with 
the road first located. Although the prior right of the Den- 
ver Company was recognized, Uie Court held that as to tfaow 
portions of the Grand Canon which are too narrow to-admit 
of the construction and operation of more than one road!>nl 
and track, the riglit of the Canon City Company to svll such 
roadbed and track in common with the Rio Grande should 
be secured by proper orders and upon such terms OB mi^t 
be equitable, having regard to the cost of construction and 
maintenance of the track in good order. The ojnmoB wu 
handed down by Justice Harlan, Chief JusUce Woite (Uf- 
scnting. 

It was therefore decided that henceforth no one railroad 
company could monopolize to the exclusion of all others tlie 
narrow mountain passes in our pubhc domain. In a fe* 
words then, the decision meant that Uie Rio Grande people 
were to have prior right in the Cation; that the injunctiw 
of the lower Federal Court against the D. & R. G. CompanT 
could no longer hold; that the Canon should be occapned 
jointly by both roads under court regulations; and that tbt 
lower court had errod in its procedure. This was a big tie- 
tory for the Denver and Rio Grande, but there was stil! 
plenty of trouble ahead, for the lease was yet binding. 

On the 23rd, a suit in equity was brought ia the 
Massachuficlts Supreme Court to set aside the lease 
of the Denver and Rio Grande to tfie Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe. Tlie plaintiffs were the Rio Grande Com- 
ground for station, buildings, yards, cte., on condition that Its line Ic 
constructed to Snnta Fe, New Mexko, witliin five years. This not havJag 
been accomplished at the end of tlint period, a new law was enacted by 
Congress in IBTT, giving the Rio Gmnde Co. ten ycnrs longer In wbldt to 
build the road to Santa Fe and secure the Deeded rigbt-of-wajr. 
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jr and its President, Wm. J. Palmer; the defendants were 
e Santa Fe Company, S. B. Schlesinger, Alden Speare, and 
T. Jefferson Coolidge of Boston. The bill alleged that on 
October 29th last, the Denver and Rio Grande executed a 
lease of its road to Uie Santa Fe, but tJmt this lease waa i 
ftot delivered, and had never taken effect as a valid lease; 
it had simply been placed in the hands of Schlesinger as an j 
«scrow under a written agreement bearing the same date. It I 
*a8 furtlier held tliat on the same date an agreement had j 
fceen made between President Palmer and Alden Speare, which ' 
Teas likewise placed in escrow to be hold and delivered by 
Schlesinger upon the same temis and conditions of tlic lease. 
The plaintiffs hold that the defendants had violated tlie 
terms of the lease and the agreements; they asked that 
Schlesinger be restrained from delivering them, and sought 

tive thein rescinded and canceled. These allegations 
denied by the Santa Fo Company. 
Colorado the situation grew more and more threaten- 
ing. Although the Rio Grande had been granted the right 
of way, tile Santa Fo men would not give up the north sidiv^ 
the desirable side — of the Canon where they had started 
building, until paid for tJie cost of the construction already 
Snished. This problem was taken to Judge Hallett of the 
Circuit Court, who once more demanded peace while he 
investigated the facta of the new case. Besides having 
armed men who were ready if need be to fight, each road had 
its partisan friends who were prompt to start a newspaper 
row, the inevitable accompaniment of factional troubles, 

I excitable correspondent writing from Walaenburg to the 
py Mountain News on April 11th said ic part: 
|ie have had enough of the Sante Fe monopoly. We are at | 
tant groand down by the most grasping, blood-sncJcing Cor- 
Boa Soulheni Colorado has ever known. From the time the j 
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Santa Fe aasnmcd the msnagement of the D. & R. G. nntten 
have grown gradaally worse until to-day we stand facIplcM 
looking to see where aod how it will end. If in faror of tk 
broad-gauge, then good-by to Southern Colorado. We can a- 
pect nothing better than being compelled to resort to tlie oU 
way of wagon transportation. The feeling of the people il 
unanimously in favor of the D. & H. G. Co. Where tliiw 
months ago the A. T. 8i S. P. liad many friends among ^ 
merchants, to-day they have none. They all say, "Give ns back 
the little road — then we can live." The people have bwn i 
little credulous about believing the stories in regard to tiiC 
armed forces the Santa Fe Co. were said to have, but that ii 
past; we have been treated to u sight of them. The train weil- 
bound on Monday )iad on board about forty of the dirtiest look- 
ing armed men that we have seen in many a day. They were i 
part of the force from El Moro going toward Alamosa. Tlu7 
say they captured £1 Moro and had things their own ««;, 
and that they will serve any other place where they are sent, in 
the same manner. The A. T, & S. F. Co. seem to have tnkcii 
Colorado. What arc the authorities doing? Our merchants aD 
through this county are suffering from the excessive tarifi 
charged by the present management. These high rates of course 
fall finally on the stock men and ranch men. They are just no* 
being felt by the farmer. The wool-growers on making inqniij 
what price they may expect for their wool are told that tin 
railroad company will control the price of wool this year. . • ■ 

Writing from Pueblo on the 18th, anotlicr corrcspondenti 
who was familiar with Patrick Henry's eloquence, says: 

The railroad excitement still rages, and the very next hretu 
that is wafted to us from tlie Grand Coflon may bring to our esN 
the clash of resounding arms. True, the only thing that !>« 
been shed very freely, thus far, is printer's ink, but there fs 0* 
telling how soon blood may follow, and hence everybody's male 
and female relations are busy in speculating and cogitating ortt 
the probable outcome. There is blood on the mi 
paid agents of the "banana line"' gather on the street 
and talk low and breathe hard and look unutterable 
•Colloquial nickname then pven to the Santa Fe. 



The Grand CaRon War Concltt^d 



18Ti 



road monopo)? is a curse at the best, bat when it strangles 
iTce of a country, and from its lururious offices in 
Boston boldly and deliberately sets about the task of corrupting 
the judiciary and the court; when it bleeds our merchants and 
eliippers of the last cent and seeks to absorb the pioneer railroad 
of the state by subterfuge and trickery, the outcome becomes 
too heavy to be borne without resentment. The people of Pueblo 
and Southern Colorado pinned their faith to the A. T. & S. F., 
and in the language of the immortal Milton they "got left."... 
Bands of armed men in the employ of the A. T. & S. F. patrol 
the depot grounds and every man who is caught in that locality 
ocar the witching hours of midnight is compelled to throw up 
his hands and show cause why he should not be riddled with 

iets in the name and tluougb the grace of the Boston shad- 
ifid corporation. 



t Denver newspaper reporter, who was an eye-witness, 
» from Caiion Citj on May 12th: 



arrived in Pncblo from Denver yesterday and found the 

•ating stntion surrounded on three sides with a motley crowd of 
men. Some of them bore the appearance of rough usage. Some 
were drunk and sleeping off their intoxication in out-of-the-way 
comers on the platform, while the majority were staggering 
about heavily laden with blankets and traps, swearing, yelling, 
and making themselves felt as forceful masters of the situation. 
Tbey had been paid off immediately upon the announcement of 
Jadge Hallctfs order directing both parties to withdraw from 
the disputed ground in the Grand Caiion of the Arkansas, and 
had spent the night in boisterous carousal. The people in 
Paeblo were in great alarm, and it is fair to presume tliat few 
households near the center of the town slept through the night. 
Gangs of men who paraded the streets occupied the saloons, 
gambled, guzzled and made the metropolis literally a howling 
wilderness. Though but little damage was done, various articles 
of movable property were carried off, chicken roosts seriously 
decimated, clothes lines robbed, and the police kept busier look- 
ing after the peace of the town than at any former time since 
it5 organization. 

three o'clock Saturday afternoon the A,. T. St ?>. ^. Xxaan, 
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for the east pulled out laden with a large force of laboren, 
broaght to the Cafion for use in the conflict there from different 
points along its line. Two Rio Grande trains, one headed fur 
the north, the other south, were crowded with laboring moi, 
who shrieked, yelled and hooted at the broad gauge aa they lef^ 
and continued the salute till they were out of sight Shoitlj 
afterward, the D. & R. G. processions moved to their respecti« 
destinations leaving Pueblo pretty thoroughly enaptied of ill 
late unwelcome visitors. Nearly three carloads of the word 
elements of this dreaded crew were unloaded at Denver Sativ 
day night I tried to get a press dispatch to yon warning tb« 
public of their coming, but the office at the depot was padud 
to suffocation, and it was impossible to reach the operators until 
too late for your afternoon edition. 

Proceeding to Cafion City the same afternoon, I had oppo^ 
tunity for measuring the state of public sentiment there. Evetj 
resident of the place was outspokenly partial to the caiise of tbe 
A. T. & S. F. Co., and during the stormy scenes enacted in tha 
Cafion threw all the sympathy and influence they had agaioBt 
the Rio Grande. Inquiring into the causes I disco^^ered thg 
were based upon a grievance and a hope. The complaints of 
injustice at the hands of the Rio Grande in multifariona wsjl 
were widespread and very hitler. That Company is charged 
with all the offenses in the calendar and credited with no virttKi 
or benefits conferred. Hence when the road came to peril nM 
a hand was raised to save or shield it. On the contrary, tbe 
hope consisted in the advantage to be derived by a directly 
petitive broad-gauge line. Col. Strong' and his agents bad 
filled the public mind with glittering promises of what should be 
done when this great work was completed. It was understood 
and made abundantly manifest by deeds that the A. T. St S. F- 
had plenty of money and could promptly execute any contract 
that might be undertaken, while it seemed to be the generally 
accepted belief Uiat the Rio Grande had no means, did not In- 
tend to build through the Carlon to Leadville, but were making 
the contest simply to hold exclusive possession of the grouod 
nntil such time as they could get the means to grade &ad in> 

' Strong was freqaeoUy dubbed "Colonel" durhig tbe Colorado tmUtt 
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against his Company and that the Santa Fe could hope for 
no justice in Bowen's court. These allegations were accom- 
panied by a sharp arraignment of the Judge, who rctunwi 
a vigorous reply and denied the motion. These procetdin^ 
took place during the latter part of May. 

Early in June it was again reported that armed railroad 
employees were entering the Canon once more. On the 41^ 
the Tijoca openly attacked tlie State's Attorney, C. W. 
Wright, for hai-ing dragged the State into the controvenj. 
The private law firm of Butler, Wright and King, of whidi 
the Attorney General was a member, were attorneys for Uk 
Denver & Rio Grande Company, and the Tivirg accused Mr. 
Wright of having degraded a public office for private gain. 
Had C. W. Wright been independent in Ills professioul 
relations, tlie Times declared, he would first have comultwl 
the Governor and not involved the State in so much trouWfc 
At about the same time, the Denver Tribune demanded that 
the Attorney General be impeached for his conduct in the 
railroad case. And these attacks led the New»^ to aecoM 
both the Tribtt/n^ and Tim^s of being in the pay of the Sontft 
Fe Company. 

On June 9th the wildest rumors of war were circulated 
It was reported that the Denver and Rio Grande had orgBit- 
ized its fighting strength, driven the Atcliison employees from 
their positions at Colorado Springs and the Caiion City co«l 
mines, and that an attack was about to be made on South 

'June 6, I8T9. In Its issue for June 4th, the A'otra dcctan-d editorfaUT 
that it was indifTerent to either of tlie grent combinntlons th*t «en 
trying to divide the Stale yet It sympathized with the D. & B. G- 
because it was tlie weaker Hoc. "Our support," It said, "is not to l« 
purchased willi money or the promise of political Influence." n>e Nt"* 
profeswd to lie in great fear of railroad monopoly, wtiicb it decUred 
was "The serpent that is colling its fatal folds around the jroung ltd 
vigorous industries of the State." 
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i'lcblo. To offset these nggirssions it was nimom] that 
iiic Santa Fe on that same dote had sent three extra traiDi 
from the south and east to Poeblo carrying Paddj Wrfsh 
and 45 deputies from Trinidad, Charles Htckey, Sheriff of 
Bent Coanty, Colorado, with 18 men, and Sheriff Bat Mas- 
it rson of Dodgp City with 65 men. Aroused by so much 
cxcitetncDt, GoTcmor Pitkin gave instructions to the sher- 
iff's of the various counties where trouble was threatening, 
to summon the militia if unable to prvserve peace with local 
contingents. These reports soon proved rank exaggera- 
tions, as little real violence had yet occurred. 

On the 10th of June, Judge Bowen of the State District 
Court issued an injunction forbidding the Santa Fe and all 
its officers and employees from operating the Denver and Rio 
Grande railroad lines wholly or in part and from exercising | 
any corporate rights and privileges. This meant the rcstor- 
Ktion of the property to its original managers. On or about 
the same date, Palmer published an open circular which 
aimed to justify the hostile action his Company was taking 
a^Ainst the lessees. It was alleged that the Santa Fe had 
injurtd the Rio Grande Company indirectly by helping the 
Denver South Park & Pacific Company build a line to Lead- 
viQe; that the terms of the lease had been violated ; tliat the 
Denver & Rio Grande property had been neglected; that 
r«ataJ payments had not been made promptly, and that 
other acU of injustice had been committed. Palmer and 
his men, including ex-Governor A. C. Hunt, now made ready 
to take over their road by force, and this conduct merely 
complicated matters between the State and Federal Courts, 
Bowen's writs of injunction, which were served on June 
11th, ordered the sheriffs in the various counties traversed by 
the D. k R. G. lines to take possession of the property. The j 
sheriffs in turn served writs upon the officers and agents who \ 
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were operating the road. In Denver a Rio Grande force 
broke open the doors of the Company offices and placed tlieir 
own men in charge. Tlie round-houses were occupied in > 
similar manner. A train load of D. & R. G. men then started 
south to assist their friends in the seizure of the line. Rr 
ports of much violence reached the Governor by wire. At 
Pueblo, an armed force was driven from the train di»- 
patcher's office by the sheriff and a posse only after a sboot- 
ing fray in which no one was injured. That same evening 
Hunt and his crowd of 200 men reached Pueblo from the 
Bouthem part of the state. They had seized all the smill 
stations and carried off the agents as prisoners on a stola 
train. It was said that two Santa Fe employees were killol 
and two wounded, for resisting. Tlius in a single day Pil- 
raer'fl forces with Judge Bowen's writs as a pretext recovertd 
possession of their road in a whirlwind attack. The Saoti 
Fe men as a rule made httle or no resistance. It scema tbej 
had received instructions to await the action of the law. 

While tliis seizure was being effected, Attorney WiUsid 
Teller, appearing before Judge Hallett, moved to qaai 
Bowen's injunctions and sought to have the matter brou^ 
into Federal Court for consideration. The next day, on 
June ISth, Hallett granted this application transferring tlie 
case to the United States Court and declared Bowen's i 
were virtually null and void, Hallett contended that anj 
action which denied the right of the Santa Fe or any out- 
side corporation to conduct business in Colorado could not 
be sustained so long as such corporations complied with Ifct 
laws. The state might prevent a foreign corporation from 
conducting business within its boundaries, but if such a coT- 
portation entered the state and acquired movable proper^ 
therein, the state had no right to confiscate such propel' 
whether it be a horse or a railroad. This looked enco) 



194 



The Story of thf Santa Fe 



was still pending, whereas they were not officially semd 
until the morning of the 11th. This went ta show, the SanU 
Fe lawyers contended, tliat the State Court had rendertd 
judgment against their client before the hearing of the cue 
was concluded. 

During these proceedings Denver suffered from a frei^ 
blockade. Having seized its line, the Denver & Rio Grank 
Company had of course made no traffic arrangements with 
the Santa Fe, which controlled the eastern outlet via PueUo. 
Consequently no through freights came in by the southern 
route, the Santa Fe shipments naturally stopping at PucWo. 
Only consignments from local D. & R, G. points were reaclf 
ing the capital from the south, which situation was harmful 
to the business * of Denver and northern Colorado. 

On June £3rd, Judge Hallett, Justice Miller concurring) 
rendered a decision. The Court held that the Denver & Hi* 
Grande property had been wrongfully taken and Uiat withia 
three days after June 2.5th it must be turned over to tlw 
leasee, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Company. L«t 
further resistance might be made. Justice Miller declare) 
that the order must be promptly obeyed and that any vio- 
lence would be sharply discountenanced. The Rio Graiuh 
attorneys then moved for an immediate execution of the 
Supreme Court mandate with reference to the Grand Cafion, 
claiming that the Supreme Court decision applied to th* 
whole twenty miles in dispute from the mouth of the CaSoQ 
westward. To this Miller responded that the prior right 
conceded by the highest court to the Rio Grande api^ied 
only to that portion of the Canon which was too narrow 
for both roads — the Royal Gorge. Since the Santa Fe \ai 

* Timei, June 18 and June 95. One finn even had a Bhipment of goodi 
returned from Pueblo to Topeka and re.sblppeil ti> Dearer over Ik 
KuDsas Pacific 
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a]read; built through the Gorge under suthority of th« 
Federal Circuit Court and refused to give over its property 
without compensation. Miller held that the Supreme Court 
[iiaudate could not be executed until the cost of the Santa 
Fc coDslructioD could be determined. As to rc§toring the 
property, the Rio Grande people asked for a stay of pro- 
ceedings until the receivership question could be settled, and 
tliis the Court granted. 

On July 2nd, Justice Miller decided that the State 
Court had acted within its authority and thst Mr. Risley 
was a legally appointed receiver. This decision seenas to 
have been baaed upon the fact that Judge Bowen had acted 
in response to a suit for foreclosure of the Denver & Uio 
Grande mortgage and for a receiver, which suit had been 
brought by L, H. Meyer of New York, who represented 
a number of the company's bondholders. The Santa Fe 
attorneys then moved that the receiver be discharged, but 
they were overruled. Btiffled for the time, they next moved 
for an injunction to restrain the Denver & Rio Grande forces 
from blocking construction above the twenty-mile limit in the 
direction of Leadville. Since both the Circuit and Supreme 
Courts had ruled only on the first twenty miles of the Cafion, 
the decision of the latter evidently pertaining only to the 
Gorge, Strong and Robinson had pushed operations, build- 
ing the line through the first twenty miles of the Canon and 
crossing the Arkansas by means of a hanging bridge,*" a 
bold and original idea of Robinson's At the twenty-mile 
limit the Santa Fe laborers were stopped by Engineer De 
Remer and an armed force of Rio Grande men who bad 
established themselves in a stone fort. On being asked by 

"A (luplicste of this bridge, suitably enlarged for modern trofflc 
conclitlonB, may atlU be seen bjr tboie wbo travel thiou^ Ibe Royal 
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what authority he was acting, De Remer is said to ban 
answered, "By the dtcisior of the United States SupreiO! 
Court and these fifty men back of me," At Pueblo the SanU 
Fe employees were savagely attacked by Rio Grande moh». 
Engineers and firemen were dragged from their cabs and 
beaten; written threata with coffins, skulls and cross-bones, 
and warnings to leave the country were sent to station 
agents and train men, and there was frequent bloodshed. 
The Santa Fe appears to have made no organized defeoK, 
preferring to fight its battles in the Federal Courts. These 
events happened during the last days of June and early in 
July. The case was now continued before Judge Hallettand 
Justice MiUer at Denver. 

On July 8th Chief Engineer Robinson of the Santa Ft 
presented an affidavit that he had completed and bad ready 
for operation S3 miles of railroad, extending from Cafiun 
City tlirough the twenty-mile zone in litigation ; that he hsd 
been stopped by armed men in a stone fort; and that bit 
company had the materials ready to build 60 miles farther 
to the South Arkansas if not restrained by fortificatioss. 
Mr. Robinson also stated that the Rio Grande people wen 
not working consistently; that they were grading only hei* 
and there. The Santa Fe stood ready to build at once to 
Leadville if the court permitted. Little could be done, how- 
ever, BO long as their opponents blocked the way with 150 
or 200 men with shot-guns, rifles, pistols and bayonets. 

In reply, the Rio Grande lawyers declared the arming ot 
their forces had been necessitated for protection sgainil 
their enemies. And they admitted that their engineers hsd 
not located a line beyond the 20tli mile post until July a6th, 
1878 — a virtual concession that the Santa Fe had preceded 
them in the upper Canon. 

After reviewing a mass of conflicting testimony, JustiM 
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Miller announced that the Court was now convinced that 
Meyer's appb'ration for a receiver waa a proceeding in col- 
lusion with the Rio Grnnde Company and & virtual subter- 
fuge to prevent Judge Hallett's order of restriction from 
being carried out. The Court now saw no good reason for 
this receivership; there had been no general demand for it 
on the part of the bondholders, and the road was not shown 
to be insolvent. Accordingly, on July 14th, the Court 
ordcn-d that receiver Risley be discharged and that he re- 
store the property within two days. The order was promptly 
obeyed, the road being first transferred to the Denver and 
Rio Grande and then to the Santa Fe Company — which 
brought the case back to its starting point. Likewise the 
Court held that the Supreme Court decision gave the RJo 
Grande people the prior right all the way from CaSon City 
to Leadville. But they must take over the constructed line 
and pay all legitimate coats of construction, which costs 
would be determined by a board of three expert engineers, 
one to be appointed by each Company and one by the Court. 
Neither party must work in the Canon until the Commifl- 
sioners had Uicrcforo adjusted matters. On the 15th the 
Rio Grande moved to vacate the Court order of June 25th, 
wt Miller refused the motion, declaring that Company in 
tempt of court. He declared the D. & R. G. people hiid 
I forcible possession of their property, which abuses no 
idge or court could tolerate. 

On July 16th, Mr. Risley turned the D. & R. G. prop<-rty 
back to the Company. On the aame day Judge Usher of 
the Rio Grande counselors filed a motion for an order to 
restrain the Santa Fe from operating the railroad; and ha 
moved that a receiver be appointed to take over and con- 
duct the leased line* until hii Company could prepare it« 
arguments for the caacclUtktn of tlie leant:, TItc road w*j 
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violence, together with a few aGsaults upon Santa Fe tnJB- 

men, but no serious outbreaks. 

July S4th Judge Hajlett granted a recnver in responietB 
Usher's motion and appointed Lewis C. Ellsworth of Dennir 
to the position. The latter was instructed to give a bond (or 
$200,000 and retain W. W. Borat of the Santa Fe as gen- 
eral superintendent. On the 15th of August, Mr. Ellsworth 
took over the property as an independent receiver and bcgM 
to operate the railroad to the apparent satisfaction of all- 
Quiet was at last restored in v^xed Colorado and it only 
remained for digni6cd negotiations to end the prolonged 
troubles. Ellsworth was to present to the Clerk of the Court, 
within thirty days, a full inventory of the property in lui 
possession; he was to carry out in good faith the lawful 
contracts of both companies, operate the road, and file full 
statements of revenues and expenditures with the Clerk of 
the Court. 

In September it was reported from Pueblo that Chief 
Engineer A. A. Robinson had been ordered to locate a Santa 
Fe line from Pueblo to Denver. This report was foUowtJ 
about the 15th by a rumor — perhaps a strange coincidenct 
— that Jay Gould, who now controlled the Kansas Pacific, 
had purchased the Denver and Kto Grande railroad and 
that he would quickly compromise all difficulties, buy tht 
Santa Fe grade in the Caiion and expand the D. & R. G. 
lines in all directions. A few diiys later. President Palmer 
issued a circular advising his stockholders to accept a propo- 
sition recently made by Messrs. Gould and Sage, wherebj 
these gentlemen " offered to buy the shares of every hold^ 
of Denver and Rio Grande stock at $2S.OO per share, paj- 

" While Sape appears lo havt bcpn silently Hasocintcd wlUi Gould fn 
the d«d, the latter, it seems, was the aggressive party who instlgalerf 
and conducted the negotiations. 
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«ble at the op^iua of Uk porchasrrs in ca&h or in KwisM 
Pacific ftoek or mortgm^ bonds. This offer wms gcnenXij 
Accepted vid on September 29th the Gould interests c«iM 
into possession of bklf of the Dcrnvr & Rio Grmnde stock, 
which was accepted unconditionnIlT. Both the Gould and 
Palmer ioteRsts were to haTC e<iual representation in the 
Bio Grande directorate. Until the Santa Fe lawsuits were 
concluded, the new syndicate was to spend $5,000,000 of 
fundii already subscribed in extending the mnin line south- 
ward from Alamosa Uirough New Mexico. Early in Oclolwr 
it was reported that negotiations had been opened between 
^Ir. Gould and Messrs. Strong and Nickerson of the Santa 
Fe. 

In order to ascertain for 6nal settlement the expense and 
amount of the work which the Atchison company had ac- 
tually performed in the Canon, the Rio Grande had selected 
George E. Gmy of California; the Santa Fe had chosen 
Sooey Smith of Chicago; while Judge Hiillctt's choice woa 
A. N. Rogers of Colorado. Specifically, it will be remem- 
bered that this Board of Commissioners had been appointed 
by the Court to make a careful examination and report 
whether in their judgment there was room for two railroads 
throughout the Canon, togethtr with their estimate' of Uie 
value of whatever railroad had been constructed between 
Canon City and Leadville. Their report was completed and 
filed OctoI>er 20. They held, as wan widely known, that it 
was inipracticahle to build two roads through the Hoyal 
Gorge. Their estimates were filed with the Court, which 
resumed the case November 20th; but, on account of illiieia, 
.Judge Hallett was forced to adjourn after a short Hession 
until late in December. The seemingly endless question of 
canceling the Denver & Rio Grande tease had still to be 
determined. 

On the Sod of Janoftry, 1880, the Circuit Coort for Colo* 
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rado decided that the Denver & Rio Grande should have and 
continue to hold the prior right of way for locating aod 
constructing a railway from the entrance of the Cafion lo 
the mouth of the South Arkansas River. It could take tbe 
railroa^i already constructed by the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe in the Canon by paying whatever amoant tfa« eottt 
missioncrs might determine. If such payment were mad;, 
all injunctions and restraining orders hitherto in effect 
should be dissolved, while the Pueblo & Arkansas ViQej 
Company was permanently enjoined not to interfere. Fratn 
the South Arkansas to the town of Leadville, the Atchifou 
Company, or its subsidiary, the Pueblo & Arkansaa VaDe/. 
was granted the prior right because of having first located 
a line between these points. Andrew N. Rogers of Colorado 
was appointed by the Court as a Commissioner to dctcmniK 
where the road already or partly built might be coniMxted 
with another line, and to compute as soon as possible the 
cost of all work that had been performed. The ttuK«-ink 
stretch between Canon City and the entrance to the Cafioa 
was held not to be in controversy in these suits. The Den- 
ver & Rio Grande could accept or reject the Commisuonet'i 
report within ten days after it was filed. If it chow to 
accept, it must deposit within sixty days in tlie Chemical 
National Bank of New York City the amount stipulated bt 
Mr. Rogers, whereupon it would be given full possesuon. 
The opinion was rendered by Judge McCrary, who sat fat 
Judge HaUett. The Rio Grande offered to give bonds for 
any amount in order to get possession of the line, which they 
desired to extend to Leadville without delay. But McCiarj 
declared that nothing could be done until Rogers gave liti 
report, and so matters remained for several weeks. 

Impatient of further delay, Denver & Rio Grande atto^ 
neys appeared before the United States Supreme Court ao 
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Junury 6th, uid succeeded in getting an early day ap- 
pointed for he«rmg an application for a writ of mandammt, 
which application had already been made. Tliis writ, if 
granted by the hi^er court, would compel Judge Hallett 
to execute the opginal Supreme Court decree of April, 1879, 
without requiring the D. & R. G. people to make payment of 
any kind for the work done by the Santa Fe, and without 
any conditions whatever. It was pleaded that the Circiut 
Court had not placed the Denver & Rio Grande Company 
in possession of its prior right of way as ordered; but on 
February 2nd the Supreme Court ' * sustained Hallett's in- 
terpretation of tbeir decision and denied the petition. Here 
was a Santa Fe victory, but while the highest court in the 
land deliberated, a small group of financiers met and by 
mutual concessions compromised the difficulties and brou^t 
peace to the warring companies. 

Reference has been made to the nnnor, the preceding Sep- 
tember, that the Santa Fe planned to build a line from 
Pueblo to Denver, thus coming into direct competition with 
the Kansas Pacific. This rumor was soon followed by the 
official announcement that the Gould interests, which then 
controlled the Kansas Pacific, bad bought half the stock of 
the Denver and Rio Grande and secured equal representation 
with the Palmer interests in the Rio Grande directorate. 
January 15th, 1880, word came from New York that a 
company had been organized to build a new east and west 
railroad, the Pueblo & St. Louis. The road would go from 
Pueblo down the Arkansas Valley 340 miles to Great Bend, 
Kansas, running parallel with the Santa Fe for the entire 
distance. At Great Bend, lines would be sent out to connect 

" W»ekl^ Timet Feb. 4, 1880. The d«-ninl was on the ^oiind thnl the 
lower court was at liberty to exercise its judiciHl discretion and that In 
mcfa a ease the remedy for errars lay in appeal and not by a mandamus. 
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with the Kansas Pacific at Salina and the Misstniri Pacific 
at Wichita. The new road, it was announced, vas to g«t 
coal and timber from the Rocky Mountains and to ship hsj, 
grain and provisions to the mines in Colorado. It wouM 
furnish the Denver & Rio Grande a water grade outlet from 
the mountains eastward and in connection with the Gould 
Bjstem would form a new short line from Colorado to St 
Louis. Capitalized at $3,000,000, the Pueblo & St. Loirii 
was to build wholly by stock subscriptions, which funds were 
said to be already provided. But these plans were soon 
baited. 

On the 2nd of February, 1880, the same day of the final 
Supreme Court decision, news was sent from New York that 
the decision was of no importance, for a settlement had been 
made out of court. By terms of this settlement it was agreed 
first, tlmt all litigation cease. The Santa Fe relinquished 
the lease and the receiver was to be discharged. The shares 
of the Denver & Rio Grande and the Pueblo and Arkansu 
Valley Companies were to be reexchanged. The IlJo Grande 
road was restored to its owners and that Company waa to 
have the line through the Grand Canon to Leadvitle on pay- 
ment to the Santa Fe of $1,400,000 and interest, for the 
work and material which the Santa Fe had already expended 
in tlie Canon, together with a bonus of $400,000. It had 
actually built about 20 miles of railroad through the defile 
and had graded some distance beyond. The Pueblo & St. 
Louis railroad project was to be dropped and the Rio 
Grande Company agreed to discontinue its extension into 
north central New Mexico at a point about 60 miles from 
Santa Fe. In return for these concessions, the Atchison 
Company was not to build to LeadviUe or Denver nor to 
any place on nr west of the Rio Grande main line except ■ 
33 mile spur from Pueblo to the Canon coal fields : the coal 
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reached should be shipped over the Santa Fe lines 
' for railroad use and for sale in the Arkansas Valley, 
^aa further stipulated that all eastern traffie originating, 
Leadville and in D. & R. G. territory in southern Colorado 
Hild be delivered, one half to the Kansas Pacific and one 
to the Santa Fe; while one-fourth of all shiiHnenta 
*een Denver and points east should go over the Santa Fe 
1 via Pueblo, These terms of agreement lia^ng been con- 
k3, all suits were withdrawn and peace was declared, 
lus by a "gentlemen's agreement" the Grand Canon war 
I ended; a struggle that rent a state into factions and a 
"Uggle without precedent in which two corporations con- 
tended both with armed forces in the State and local Federal 
Courts and in the Supreme Court of the United States for 
a mountain pass. 

Tliough technicallj; defeated. Strong had gained the sub- 
stantial fruits of victory. Wldle courts quibbled as to the 
right of possession he had boldly built a railroad through the 
disputed portion of the Pass, which construction greatly 
strengthened his Company in making terms of settlement and 
for which his opponents had to pay a handsome price. For 
the Santa Fe the real victory had lain in the winning of 
RatoD Pass. As wilt be shown in the succeeding chapter, 
Strong's campaign in Colorado, which for nearly two years 
absorbed the energies of the rival Denver & Rio Grande and 
brought satisfactory terms from Jay Gould, was in effect, 
only a strategic rear guard action which masked the more 
important operations at the front. For with its rivals thus 
involved the Santa Fe was in the meantime building steadily 
across New Mexico and by securing an outlet on the Pacific 
Mast was soon to become a great railroad. 



CHAPTER IX 

AN OUTLET TO THE PACIFIC 

Yesterday morniiig the last coach went out of Las Vegas fw 
Santa Fe. The officers were retnoved to Caiioncito from whems 
the stage will hereafter run to Santa Fe until the railroad ii 
built to that point. We are sorry to see them go. The st«ge 
men and employees looked like they were leaving their euthl; 
treasures. 

This stage line was a great and ancient institution. It cioM 
in after General Kearny's army in 1646. ... At first it «u 
a mail every six months brought through under guard. Tbe 
service was soon increased to a monthly and finally to a. ivlj, 
and previous to the construction of railroads across the plaiu 
these were halcyon days. Gradually the iron horse has btto 
driven down the Santa Fe trail, and at each extension sborteiKd 
Op the stage line. 

Now it is reduced to a short I S-mile laa, to disappear for- 
«Ter in another week. It will he an institution of the past, bot 
will always be remembered by the old inhabitants of Nn 
Mexico, 

THE above news item which marlced the abandonmait 
of the Santa Fe trail, appeared in the Las \egU 
Gazette about January 80th, 1880, 

Descending the Bouth elope of Raton Mountain eariyJI 
January, 1879, the Santa Fe railroad had been driven stewl- 
ily into New Mexico, The work was conducted under tbe 
charter of the New Mexico & Southern Pacific Railroad Com* 
pany. On the 4th of July, Las Vegas was reached, 114 milCi 
from the Colorado boundary. July 14th a tunnel 2,011 M 
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i was completed through the summit of Raton 
0, which had been crossed with difficulty by means 
tch-back since the 7th of the previous December. 
IT 7th the tunnel was opened for regular traffic and 

steep grades thus greatly reduced, the Rocky 
Rs had ceased to be a serious hindrance. At the 
K, important building operations, to be detailed 
re going on in Kansas. 

mta Fe, 853 miles from the Missouri river, was at 
bed by means of an eighteen-mile spur from Lamy, 
lary 9th. 1880. Because of the mountainous coun- 
« found wholly unwise to build the main line to the 
□can capital, so long the goal of the railroad that 
incd to bear its name. Pushing rapidly down the 

the Rio Grande, the road was built into Albuquer- 
t miles from the Colorado line — on April 15th. 
IB important place, lines were soon to radiate, both 
imia and Old Mexico. In his annual report for 
csident Nickerson was able to say : "The current 

been one of great activity and more than usual 
}' Since the last report of the Board, three branch 
1 been constructed in Kansas adding 191 miles to 
in that state. In New Mexico to the present date 
ft bad been built, adding about 459 miles to the 
a«ted and controlled by the Atchison Company, 
ircrc running into the City of Santa Fe, and 
nerque on the Rio Grande, The railroad property 
materially improved ; and the Company was now in 
icondition as to equipment and outfit than ever 
U weU prepared to handle iU increasing business. 
M the ttdhtge had bet-n only 786 at the close of 
ttiic end of 1OT9 it was about 1168 miles; and by 

f Ma/, \mO, the Company operated 1318 mik», 
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with a road extending from the Missouri river to the Rocky 
Mountains and the Kio Grande. Gross earnings had riseo 
from $S,679,106 in 1877 to $6,381,442 in 1879. The firrf 
dividend on capital stock had been paid in August of the 
latter year, with good prospects for regular dividends there- 
after. And this substantial progress which had made the 
year 1879 "one of notable events in tlie history of the cor- 
poration" bad hcen made contemporaneously with the Grand 
Canon war, which was discomfiting the Santa Fe's rivals b 
Colorado. 

In addition to the development just noted. President Nick- 
ers on referred to "several very important negotiations" 
which had been carried to successful completion that year. 
By means of these negotiations the company had formalljr 
taken over tlie control of the Pueblo & Arkansas Valley and 
the New Mexico & Southern Pacific railroads, compamci 
of the Santa Fe's creation, but which for strategic reasoM 
had at first been operated as separate units. 

There was to be no delay. Building down, the valley of tlw 
Rio Grande, the road was pushed to San Marcial, lOS mile* 
south of Albuquerque, on October 1st. This gave the com- 
pany a main line of 353 miles in New Mexico, Interesting 
developments fraught with great importance were now to 
be revealed. Late in October it was announced that Getiera) 
Manager Strong while in the East had arranged with Messi*. 
Huntington, Crocker, Towne and Stubbs of the Soutlicni 
Pacific whereby the Santa Fe should be given the privileges 
of connecting its extension with the Southern Pacific b 
southwest New Mexico, Money was no longer lacking, (or 
the splendid increase of earnings, the successful handling of 
the company's lands and the sound management of the Santa 
Fc Company had now secured for it abundant credit. ]» 
1880 abaut $5,000,000 in bonds for construction work ID 
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New Mexico and for the purchase of brancli lines in Kansas 
were floated with ease. In February of that year a compe- 
tent financial authority had declared the New Mexico division 
of the Santa Fe one of the richest investments ever offered to 
the stockholders of the parent company. The extension had 
n built economically and within three years from the 
date of its beginning a profit of one hundred sixty-four per 
cent, on their money had accrued to the investors. 

The road was built on from San Marcial under a new 
charter, tlie Rio Grande, Mexico & Pacific Railroad com- 
|>any. At Rincon, 76 miles below San Marcial. the line di- 
ided, one branch going 128 miles Boutiiwcst to Denung 
irhere, on March 8th, 1881, connection was eiitubliMhed with 
the Southern Pacific niilroad. By thin combination a new 
ftiute to California had been secured and from the intcr- 
;liange of through business with a rival, the Santa Ft hoped 
io profit much. Building 78 miles southeast from Hincon, 
■he line on June llth reached El Paso, Tciox, where direct 
ureess to the City of Mexico was BOon to be obtained over 
^ rails of the Mexican Central, which road was likeirisc 
construction during this period. All thc*c fxtcnuions 
n Colorado and New Mexico were under the imincdiat* 
lupcrvision of Albert A. Rotrin»on, chief engineer, one of the 
freatest railroad builders thid country has produced and 
who in the coume of his career coiutnift«d over ifiOO miles 
rf the Santa FeUnes. A main »t«-ni of about 1 1 00 miW» f roa 
he Missouri River to the Mexican bonUr had li««n secared. 



»gcthcr with numerooi brancl>e« in Kansas. 
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__ at Ust cmsed N"fw Mexico anJ i" wmowtioit »ilh Uw 
loutheni P«-ific had riTwted a Umff iWirad throof^ "^*f 
loothem California. A «r«t d^al »»«! h*^ awomplMhid, 
Nit if the S.nU y, ..r. n>A lo ranUf.^ '^"^^LTI^ 
[ood-wiD of a Uttmg riral «««>-«/ '<" •" ""^ ^ '**' 
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fornia, there still remained the huge task of driTiag' 
road several hundred miles across desert wastes, II 
Santa Fe were to become a great railroad it must provide it- 
self with an independent liile to salt water ; it must span the 
entire distance from the Missouri river to the Pacific Ocean. 
And its far-seeing management had already taken definite 
action to accomplish that ta^k; to secure what was to bt 
an all-important portion of a future transcootinental mtlB 
line. 

In his report for 1879, President Nickerson bad sUted: 

Another uegotiation which required nearly six months to «»• 
pletc, secures to your Company an interest in the valuable fttlh 
cbise of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company, which givd 
your road right of way across Arisona and California to the 
Pacific Coast. 

Your Company, jointly with the St. Louis and San Francisco 
Railway Company, will build a new road from Albuquerque 
along the thirty-fifth parallel, which in due time will form part 
of a transcontinental line. The money for budding six-hundrtd 
miles of this new road is being subscribed and the work is now 
being pushed with all possible energy. The completion of thii 
line must be of great value to your property. 

Incorporated by an Act of Congress approved July WSi, 
1866. the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad company had been 
authorized to locate, construct and equip a continuous rail- 
road and telegraph line, namely: "Beginning at or near the 
town of Springfield, in the State of Missouri, thence to the 
western boundary hne of said State, and thence by the moat 
eligible railroad route as shaJl be determined by said Com- 
pany, to a point on the Canadian river, tlience to the tom 
of Albuquerque, on the River Del Norte, and thence, by way 
of the Agua Frio, or other suitable pass, to the head-watcn 
of the Colorado Chiquito, and thence along the thirty-fiftli 
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t of latitude as near as may be found most Euitable for 
ay route, to the Colorado Uiver, at such point as 

selected by said company for crossing; thence by the 
iracticable and eligible route to the Pacific." The 
ny was also empowered to construct a branch "from 
nt at which the road strikes the Canadian River eaatr 
j along the most suitable route as selected, to a point 
restcrn boundary line of Arkansas, at or near the town 
Buren." One of the numerous Pacific railroads char- 
ty Congress during the Sixties, this project was long 
ited as the "35t}i parallel route." From Albuquer- 

tbe Colorado river it is now the main line of the 
m, Topeka & Santa Fe, while from the Canadian 
n Oklalioma to St. Louis, Missouri, and Van Buren, 
as, the old Atlantic and Pacific lines as originally laid 
I at present the approximate respective routes of the 
lis and San Francisco, and the Memphis division of 
kago. Rock Island & Pacific railroads. 

authorized capital stock of the Atlantic & Pacific 
ly w«8 $100,000,000, to consist of one million shares 
( each. A right-of-way two hundred feet in width was 
1 throu^t all public lands, together with sufficient 
for station- buildings, switching-yards and shops; 
8 right-of-way was to be exempt from taxation in all 
tries through which the road passed. To encourage 
icUttate the construction of the railroad and its 
Bs, the company was granted every odd section of 
luid to the extent of twenty alternate sections per 
I each side of the line as built through the Territories, 
■ altematf sections per mile on either side throu^ 
rte. The usual provision was made for awarding the 
■y with indemnity or lien lands in case any portions of 
JBt bad been taken up before the road wa» constructed. 
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All "niinera]" lands, tliosc containing iron and coal exceptti 
were excluded from the operation of the act. No H 
should be taken from the treasurj of Ihe United Statu ti 
aid in the construction of the Atlantic & Pacific railrosA 

Besides the customary technical provisions as to orgsfr 
izations details, methods of construction, provisions for 
homesteads, etc., it was stipulated that the Company fihoilU 
begin work on the railroad within two years after the «d 
had been approved by the President. At least fifty miles pti 
year should be completed annually after the second ye«r: 
and tlie entire main line should be finished and in full opef 
ation by July 4th, 1878. If any of these conditions ten 
broken, the Federal government reserved to itself the ri^t 
of completing the road. 

As to financing, it was provided that all the people of the 
United States should have the right to subscribe to the stod 
of the Company until the whole authorized capital waa tabs 
up. Ten per cent, of these subscriptions were to be paid is 
cash and unless the Company obtained within two years aftfl 
the passage of the Act bona fide stock subscriptions of ott 
million dollars with ten per cent, of this amount in cash, tin 
charter became null and void. 

And finally, a significant clause provided, "That thl 
Southern Pacific Railroad, a company incorporated nndei 
the laws of the Sta.te of California, is hereby authorized ti 
connect with the said Atlantic and Pacific railroad fonnH 
under this act, at such point, near the boundary line of li* 
State of California, as they shall deem most suitable for* 
railroad line to San Francisco, and shall have a unifonC 
gauge and rate of freight or fare with said road," 
Southern Pacific was to be awarded similar land grant* sub 
ject to the same regulations as to the manner and til 
construction if it carried out this undertakiog. 
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i elaborately organized and granted more than 40,- 
jPOO acres of land subject to the conditions thus enu- 
, it will at once be recognized that the Atlantic & 
ific line was projected for much of the way through the 
t wastes of Arizona and Western New Mesico ; instead 
IbUowing, it ran directly across the fertile valleys of 
> Grande and Pecos Rivers, which contain the choic- 
tst lands of New Mexico. The route crossed the staked 
jilftins of Northern Texas and extended the entire length of 
the Indian Territory, all of which regions then offered small 
inducement ' to capitalists. Only in Missouri and Arkansas 
were the lands likely to draw early attention; and since, as 
has been mentioned, the finances of the country, due to the 
Civil War, were still disarranged, the company accomplished ■ 
nothing for several years, 

October 85th, 1870, the Atlantic & Pacific was consoli- 
dated with the South Pacific^ Railroad Company, which op- 
crated a line from Pacific City near St. Louis across south- 
west Missouri. The latter had been organized under the 
prorisions of on act of the Missouri Assembly, approved 
March 17th, 1868; and, under an Act of Congress passed 
June 10th, 1852, it had received a grant of 1,161,205 acres 
which had been promptly withdrawn from sale to aid in the 
construction of tliat road. At or about the time the merger 
was effected the Atlantic & Pacific had secured title to 500,- 
000 acres of its own lands— 480,000 in Missouri and 20,000 
in Arkansaa. In taking over the South Pacific it assumed 
8 mortgage of $7,250,000 covering the entire road of the 
latter: and the Atlantic & Pacific was to devote tlie proceeds 

' Down to .Tunc 30, 19U, only 1,365,^70 acres, a liltle over one-teath 
of tlie ori^nal Atlnntic & Pactfir j;rnnl, had Iwen patenteil for explolta- 
lion. Letter U. S. Land Office, to the writer. 

* Not to bt confused with the Southern Pacific Rulroad Compan;. 
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from the sale of these lands to the extinction of the mortgagt 
By June, 1871, tluK consolidation, now the Atlantic k 
Parific railroad, had completed its line from Pacidc CitjFi 
97 miles nest of St. Louis, across Missouri and had startei 
building through Indian Territory. Train service had bea 
established from St. Louis to Seneca on tbe state line, a dk- 
tance of 330 miles, connection with tlie metropolis having, It 
Beems, been secured over the rails of another line. To further 
its growth, tile Company had issued two mortgages amooBt* 
ing to $10,250,000. Land sales were averaging about $«,- 
000 per month. Encouraged by this progress and anxiaoi 
to secure a direct outlet to the Pacific Coast, a dtJegativn d 
Missouri citizens went to San Francisco — arrii^g Apiil 
26th, I87S — to derisc ways and means for building a rail- 
road between the two cities. 

The visitors consulted with the San Francisco ContmittH 
of One Hundred, a well-known commercial club of that citj. 
Some of the Califomians favored uniting with the Atlantic^ 
Pacific Company for the purpose of building a through line; 
some favored building on independent road southeast fno 
San Francisco, to connect with tlie Atlantic & Pacific: and 
others desired to purchase the Southern Pacific, then buikliiif 
through California, and use it as the beginning of a 
continental railroad. The negotiations seemed to progitM 
favorably. On May 6th nt a public conference the coi 
niittec of One Hundred resolved to ally with the Atlantic 
Pacific and to take $15,000,000 of the stock in that coi 
panT, which arrangement also would give San Fi 
several members of the directorate. Before coming to a Boll 
conclusion, however, the Sun Francisco men decided to «ei 
a commission of three members back to St. Louis wttb ti 
returning delegation to investigate more closely tlic affpj 
of the Atlantic & Pacific Company. A contract wa» ■ 
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between the two groups whereby the San Francisco people 
were given six months in wliich to give their final acceptance 
or rejection of the general plan. 

But tlie Atlantic & Pacific project was finally discarded by 
the Californians. The Company land grant did not prove 
entirely satisfactory to some; and the Committee of One 
Hundred soon became so badly divided that the fufiUment of 
any definite plan seemed futile. The Texas and Pacific rail- 
road company just incorporated had planned to build a line 
from the eastern boundary of Texas to the Bay of San 
Diego and President Thomas A. Scott of the new company 
was already in California looking after terminal facilities at 
San Diego. Apparently thinking this railroad more likely 
of realization, about one-third of the Committee of One 
Hundred threw their support to the Texas & Pacific; while 
a majority favored building a road that should be controlled 
entirely by California capitalists. 

So in July the San Francisco and Colorado River Railway 
Company was organized with an authorized capital stock of 
$50,000,000. Subscriptions to the amount of $3,900,000 
were obtained and several millions more were promised. San 
Francisco was further asked to contribute a subsidy of $10,- 
000,000; and besides this amount the southern counties were 
to be solicited for additional contributions. It was decided 
in San Francisco to vote upon the $10,000,000 subsidy at 
the coming November election. But in the meantime it was 
learned that the $10,000,000 if voted would merely go to 
purchase the Southern Pacific, which had been constructed 
largely with subsidies, and so the people declined to buy a 
railroad which their own mbney had already helped to build. 
Thus the whole proposition fell through. The Atlantic & I 
Pacific scheme had been side-tracked because of the diverse 
plans of the San Francisco Committee of One Hundred which j 
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diversion it is said ' had been encouraged bj the niachiiMtiav 
of an opposing railroad company. It remained for Uw A^ 
chiaon, Topeka and Santa Fe to give Southern Californii 
its first direct transcontinental route; and it was to be tk 
Santa Fe*3 ta^k first to assist in building, and finaDv to 
rehabilitate and make effective use of the AtJantic & Paclfc 
railroad. 

Curing these CaJifomia negotiations the Atlantic & Fi- 
cific railroad leased the Paclflc Kailroad of Missouri. Thii 
road, now called the Missouri Pacific, extended across tb* 
state from St. Louis to Kansas City with several extension). 
Its main line and branches had a total of 580 miles, whieb 
gave the Atlantic and Pacific system an aggregate of SM 
miles of lines mostly in Missouri. At the time this lease 
made the finances of the Atlantic & Pacific were reported to 
be in a doubtful condition, but the Company arranged U 
purchase $1,000,000 worth of new rolling stock to Uke 
care of its growing business; and while the panic of 187J 
■topped virtually all building progress, much was done ta 
improve tlio genera] standard of the property. But it took 
large outlays to make these improvements and by the doat 
of June, 1875, the Atlantic & Pacific is said to have expended 
over $300,000 in making surveys. Tlie outcome of the sit- 
uation was serious financial trouble that wrecked the conr 
bination. On July 14th, 1873, the Missouri Pacific defaulted 
the interest on $700,000 of its bonds, which had been issued 
in February, 1865, went into involuntary bankruptcy ami 

•Bancroft says that the Central Pacific Manapcment by getting tb* 
lubstitute railroad projects before the people of Califomiu were indittd* 
\j the means of defeating the original plan. A transcontinental raiAt 
flnanced by the people of Sun Francisco and St. t.nuls would of eonrw 
hkTC tfCen contrary to the interests of tiie Central Pacific Compalf. 
whOK line ran Kast from San Francisco and connected with the UniOB 
Psdflc neu Salt Lake. 
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I pl&ced in the hands of a receiver. At about the same 
s Atlantic & Paciflc defaulted the interest on its own 
is. It claimed that it had been operating the Missouri 
c at a heavy loss due to the large sums needed for devel- 
[ the property, and now proposed issuing, as a matter 
apediency, a new Missouri Pacific 3rd mortgage of 
14,000. St. Louis County then brought action in the 
i States Circuit Court to foreclose a second mortgage 
; property of the Atlantic & Pacific in which it seems 
e county had invested money and on the 3rd of April, 1876, 
the Court ordered the Missouri Paeilic and tlie Atlantic & 
Pacific railroads separated and appointed receivers for each 
property. This was done, and freed from the merger, the 
Missouri Pacific now drops out of the narrative.* So far the | 
eflforts of the Atlantic & Pacific Company to develop a big 
railroad system had been a dismal failure. Since Congress 
hud not made arrangements for organizing and colonizing 
the Indian Territory, it had seemed unwise to extend the line 
Test of Vinlta. And for the same reason there was practi- 
cally no demand for the Company lands in the Territory. 
The idea of building to the Pacific Coa«t now seemed wholly 
out of question. I 

On June 7th the Circuit Court entered a decree of fore- 
closure and instructed the receivers to sell the road. Both 
the South Pacific, which was under a first mortgage, and the 
Atlantic & Pacific under a second mortgage lien were to be 
sold together as a whole. Prompted by a desire to protect | 
their investments, a small meeting of the Atlantic & Pacific I 
bondholders met in New Vork and decided if possible to re- 
organize -the Missouri Division of the property after the 
foreclosure had taken place. Accordingly, a committee coO' 

* Within ■ few yean It betanic, bi U well latown, a large aoi} bnpottaat 
raDroad, one of Uw leading mcmbcn of tbe so-called tiouJd oomUmtlcft 
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sisting of Andrew Pierce, Joseph Seligman, James D. Fiih, 
Wm. H. Coffin, and J. P. Rubinson, w»s appointed to boj 
the road for the benefit of the bondholdere and form anothrr 
company. This action led to the organization on Septenibff 
11th, 1876, of a new corporation, the St. Louis & San Frw 
CISCO Railroad Company. The property had been sold in 
foreclosure on the 8th for $150,000, the sale including JS8 
miles of road from Pacific City, rear St. Louis to the eoult 
western boundary of Missouri, together with all equiiwiail 
that belonged to the railroad. The purchase was made bj 
W. F. Buckley, who represented the controlling doaoci^ 
interests ; he also acquired tlie laud grant for $50,000, whidi 
was sold as a separate parcel in the same foreclosure. The 
sale did not include the 38 miles of road from Seneca on the 
state line to Vinita, Indian Territory, known as the Centm 
Division, since that portion of the road was covered bj 
another mortgage. But the now corporation arranged to 
use this line, and it was planned to build into St. Louts and 
extend the road westward through the Territory as faat u 
possible. Thus from the old Atlantic & Pacific there evolved 
the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad Company w^th which 
company the Santa Fe agreed on December 6th, 1879, to co- 
operate for the purpose of building a line over the S5tb 
parallel to California, under tlie terms of tile origiool Atlur 
tic & Pacific charter of 1866. 

This alliance was effected for strategic as well as ecoiioii> 
ical reasons. The Santa Fe line it will be observed *« 
then nearing Albuquerque; while the St, Louis & San Fran- 
cisco which as yet only reached Vinita, Indian Territory, hid 
passed under the control of a group of financiers who 
planned to build their road first to Wichita, Kansas. Bolh 
companies were bent upon constructing or getting control 
of a Ime to the Pacific Coast The Santa Fe liad its md 
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'"■BcticaUy completed from Wichita to Albuquerque, "nit 

' X.oiiia & San Francbco would soon extend its line to Wicb* 

B-nd it contemplated building from Pacific City into 

X^ouis at an early date. The latter company had sue* 

~'«:;*i'«Je«i to the Atlantic & Pacific land grant and franchises 

=^*=»*^fe»-red by the Federal charter of 1866. Thus the twJ 

r"*^*^^I*^*-nies decided to combine their resources and cooperata 

„J^ ■^•-•iJding a main line from Albnequcnjue to CaliforniaJ 

^^ *^ ^iw road which would be known as the Western Division] 

*~'^^^- Atlantic & Pacific was to be constructed under thtf 

^"^»*^^1 Atlantic & Pacific charter. The project when rc- 

^*^ TTould give a new and continuous railroad route from 

"' -*VI7 isBiHsippi river to the Pacific Coast. 

''^-*"^»jary Slst, 1880, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa F* 
** *^*~».« St. Louis 8[ San Francisco Companies entered into 
^^recments for the prosecution of this enterprise. By 
" *Tns of the first, which was preliminary to the second,, 
C^ ■^- "^^-chison Company acquired without cost to it, one-half 
O* *^^ capital stock and a joint and equal control of th« 
^V\a.t».tic & Pacific Company. Both the Santa Fe and the 
$t- Louis Companies were then to convey their shares ta 
W>^c trustees who would hold them and manage in tlia 
common interest. 

The second part of the arrangement was a tripartite, 
agreement whose terms, in brief, were as follows: (1) A», 
thus constituted, the Atlantic & Pacific company was ta 
[jegin «nd complete the Western Division as soon as prai« 
ticable; and this hne when finished was to be operated jointly^ 
by the Santa Fe and Frisco " companies as a continuouR 
througb line to and from the Mississippi and Missouri riveni 

•Throughout the Middle and Southwest the St. Louis & San PrandMl^ 
Is koowD as the "Frisco," which abbreviated name, for convenience, wil[i 
now be used sfnonomouslf with the full name of the Company. 
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and the Pacific coast. (2) In order to construct its Westein 
Division the Atlantic & Pacific company was to issue fint 
mortgage bonds upon all it* Western Division property anil 
franchises at a rate not exceeding $S5,000 per mile; and 
non-cumulative, income bonds," at not more than $18|TM 
per mile. The Atchison and the St. Louis Companies each 
had a right to dispose of one-half of the foregoing securitie* 
and the funds thus raised were to be used iii constructingi 
equipping, maintaining, and operating the Western DiTisi(Hi, 
and in meeting interest obligations on bonds maturing before 
the road was completed. (3) When the Central Diviuon of 
the Atlantic & Pacific road was built — from Vinita throng 
the Indian Territory — both the Santa Fe and the St. Louii 
& San Francisco Companies were to furnish one-half the cost 
and enjoy one-half the profits accruing from the enterprise. 
(4) No new lines were to be built in Kansas except by mutual 
consent, with joint ownership and joint cost, (5) The lina 
of the two railroads were to connect at Wichita — afterwards 
changed to Halstead — Kansas. (G) For thirty years, aQ 
business to and from the Western Division of the Atlantic ft 
Pacific was to pass over the Atcliison road between the Rio 
Grande river and Wichita; from Wichita all St. Looii 
business was to go over the Frisco and all Chicago business 
should be routed over the Santa Fe lines to the Missouri 
River. (7) The interest on the Atlantic & Pacific first mort- 
gage bonds would be paid as a part of the cost of construc- 
tion until one year after the road was opened to the Coast 
Then, if net earnings were not enough to meet such interest 
charges, each company was to contribute in equal proportion 

'Hist is, bonds which are oblignted to pay interest only when eamlngl 
ere sufficient to justiff it; and which interest does not iMCOme an 
iDdebtednrss and thereby accumuiate during years when the esmiogt ue 
too low to wuTcuit payment. 
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9 make up the deficiency, but this amount need not 

''-per cent, of the gross earnings each road received upon the 

1 business interchanged with the Western Division. And 

finally, (8) it was agreed that the proceeds of the Atlantic 

& Pacific land grant should be used to pay the interest and 

bonded indebtedness of that company. 

The new Atlantic & Pacific Company, it should be ob- 
red, was a mere creation of the Atchison and the St. Louis 
■porations, a figure-head, under which they united to con- 
ruct a costly and difiicult piece of railroad through the 
puntains and across the deserts of Western New Mexico 
Thomas Nickerson of the Atchison was chosen 
ssident of the Atlantic & Pacific with E. F. Winslow of the 
Hsco group as representatives of both interests. To pro- 
ide the immediate means for the construction and equip- 
ment of the road westward from the Rio Grande to the Col- 
orado river — about 600 miles — a cash subscription of $10,- 
000,000 was promptly raised by the Santa Fe and Frisco 
stocldiolders, $5,000,000 from each group, The loan was 
secured by a first mortgage of 6 per cent, 30-year sinking 
fund gold bonds, guaranteed by both companies according 
to the tripartite agreement. It was this arrangement to 
which President Nickerson had referred in his annual report 
from which quotation has been made. 

Construction began in the late spring or early summer of 
18S0. By October, a fifty-mile stretch had been completed 
and in accordance with the charter of 1866, application was 
made to tlie Federal Government for the lands that were 
granted for each fifty miles as the road was built. This 
raised an interesting legal question touching the right of the 
Atlantic & Pacific Company to reci^ve public lands, as it will 
' recalled that the Act of Incorporation had stipulated 
lat the railroad must be finished and in operation by July 
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4th, 1878; otlierwise the government reserved the li^t to 
carry out the enterprise. On applying for Federal connni^ 
sioners to examine the newly constructed line that the Com- 
pany might receive its land, the legality of this question wu 
submitted to the Attorney General of the United States who 
decided on October S8th, that since the Act of Congress 
organizing the Atlantic & Pacific Company did not expressly 
provide a forfeiture of the lands granted, the Company could 
therefore claim the land.i thus granted, whenever eamef!, 
unless Congress sliould by special legislation reserve the right 
to take possession of the road and complete its construcUoD 
as provided in the original act. Acting upon this decision, 
three commissioners were appointed oirOctoher 28th, follow- 
ing which the work was duly inspected and accepted. The 
lands were granted aa each fifty-mile section was completeti 
and the road progressed steadily. 

Tlie work had started at Isleta, a point twelve miles belo« 
Albuquerque, where the Santa Fc main line crosses the Rio 
Grande. By February, 1881, it was reported that 100 milej 
of track had been laid, with 80 miles in operation. The fol- 
lowing June it had advanced 160 miles from Albuquerque 
and was nearing Fort Wingate. The enterprise was pushed 
with vigor under the direction of Lewis Kingman, one of the 
best engineers in the Santa Fe service. At one time during 
these operations it is said that 800 carloads of rails stood 
ready for distribution at Bacon Springs, an outpost on lie 
line. Construction trains were moving tlie various niateriali 
to the front as fast as needed. In July, 1881, the company 
certified to the Government that 200 miles had been com- 
pleted. 

During the month of September it was planned to rkist 
$15,000,000 of additional funds of which amount $10,000)> 
000 wt>uid be used to push the line from the Colorado Bmr 
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through California to San Francisco, and $5,000,000 to 
build through Indian Territory from Vinita. Some delay 
had just been experienced due to Indians and floods, but 
£36 miles of track had already been laid and the ruad was 
well into Arizona. At a meeting of the Atlantic & Pacific 
directors in December the financial plan just outlined was 
formally endorsed and it was decided to rush construction 
from the Colorado River at or near the Needles ^ to San 
Francisco. Purchases of ties and rails for this division were 
reported and the constmction of 62 miles of the Central 
Division, west from Vinita, was authorized. 

In accordance with this plan a financial circular was 
issued in January, 188S, calhng for subscriptions to the 
amount of $16,500,000 with which to complete the road. 
Of the approximate 600 miles from the Rio Grande to the 
Colorado, for which $10,000,000 had been raised in the 
spring of 1880, 300 miles had been completed, and all was 
under contract. Of the unfinished portion, 150 miles wer^ 
^aded, and track was being laid at the rate of one mile per 
day. Early in February, the Atchison stockholders were 
notified that "owing to changes going on in the ownership 
of the stock of the St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad com- 
pany" it seemed best to suspend the sale 9f the new issue of 
securities. On further deliberation, however, the Atchison 
directorate decided not to delay and to raise the funds as 
already planned, but an interesting situation was erelong 
to develop. The Southern Pacific had taken a hand in the 

In January, CoUis P. Huntington and Jay Gould had 
gained a controlling interest of the St, Louis & San Fran- 

* A group of sharp-pointed mountain peaks near the erossisg of tlie 
Colorado Hiver in Southeastern California. A railroad town of the some 
name nvw stands ncar-bj. 
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cisco Company through heavy purchases of its stock. Not 
HuntingtoD, as everybody knows, dominated the Southern 
Pacific; while Gould had acquired control and was now pret- 
ident of the Texas & Pacific. These roods even then ei- 
tended from San Francisco to New Orleans. Tlie Atlantic k 
Pacific, with the combined Santa Fe-St, Louis & San Fran- 
cisco lines, obviously would form a directly competing rail- 
road with that of the HunHugton-Gould combination. Hunt- 
ington, in particular, who is said to have conducted the nego- 
tiations leading to the purchase of the Frisco stock, was bent 
on keeping the Atlantic & Pacific out of California. To 
accomplish this purpose he therefore bought a majority of 
the shares of the $25,000,000 capital stock of the St. Loujj 
& San Francisco and turned one-half of the shares thus pur- 
chased over to Gould. By this lut of strategy Gould and 
Huntington of course gained places in the Atlantic & Pacific 
directorate to wliich they were promptly elected. This was 
embarrassing to the Santa Fe management who had gone I" 
great trouble and expense to organize and build the Atlantie 
& Pacific. For by getting control of the St. Louis & Sao 
Francisco, Gould and Huntington had succeeded to the 
contracts which that company hod made with the Santa F* 
for building a line that was to rival tlieir railroads, and tlu 
Santa Fe found itself in a sinister combination with its two 
greatest rivals. 

On the 12th of July, 1881, William B. Strong had suc- 
ceeded to the presidency of the Atchison, Topoka & Santa Ft 
and though pitted against two of the best railroad strate- 
gists this country has known, Strong played the game with 
consummate skill. Though naturally a hard fighter 
preferred open conflict. Strong quickly foresaw that a stnif 
gle with the powerful Southern Pacific-Texas Pacific aUianet 
would be foolish and perhaps disastrous. While determined 
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to exteod his line to the Pacific, Strong decided for the time 
to comproniise. When, therefore, Huntington proposed — as 
was to be expected— that the Santa Fe abandon its plan to 
build into California and allow the Southern Pacific to c 
struct a road from its main line at Mojave to the Colorado! 
River, Strong accepted the proposition, and a conciliatory I 
armngrnient was concluded late in the winter of 1888. It^ 
was thereby agreed that the Southern Pacific build to the I 
Colorado and there connect with Uie Atlantic Si Pacific, as 
provided in the charter of 1866. The Southern Pacific 
agreed to devote 25 per cent, of the gross earnings on 
through business over the Atlantic & Pacific to tlie payment 
of the interest on A. & P. bonds, according to the original | 
Santa Fe-Frisco agreement. The Atlantic & Pacific re- I 
taincd whatever rights it might possess to build throu^ 
California, The Santa Fe was given a traffic outlet to San 
Francisco, and it was agreed to complete both tlie Atlantic 
& Pacific to the Needles and the new Southern Pacific exten- 
sion from Mojave to the Needles without delay. Financially 
and strategically the Santa Fe gained by tliis scheme. 
Whereas, before Gould and Huntington interfered, arrange- ■ 
ments had been made to raise .$16,500,000 to build the At- [ 
lantic & Pacific to tlie Golden Gate, with the California line 
eliminated, only $6,500,000 was now needed to reach the 
Colorado River. Thus Strong gained a foothold on the 
very border of his enemy's country, at a comparatively small 
expense, and the financial resources of his Company were left 1 
unimpaired. 

Construction had not bf^en delayed by these operations. 
Before the end of May the end of the road was more than 
SOO miles west of the Rio Grande at the Canyon Diablo," 

II was crossed early in July by a $250,000 steel viaduct, 
place of much Inteicst to prcMot dsj tourists. 
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SS5 feet long and i5i fei^t in height. Already the road ww 
graded 180 milcB beyond, and plans for a quarter of s 
million dollar bridge over the Colorado River had been per- 
fected. On October 14th the Atlantic & Pacific had been 
constructed 406 miles, while the Southern Pacific likewise 
was building rapidly across the California desert to the 
Colorado. Building west from Vinita went slowly. Is 
August, 1883, the track was at last completed and connM- 
tion was made with the Southern Pacific at the Colorftdo, 
which was crossed successfully by means of a iempoTKJ 
bridge, and a new main line to Southern California — ttie 
present route of the Santa Fe — had been achieved. 

But President Strong and the Boston capitalists who were 
financing the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe were keenlj dti- 
appointed at having been blocked in their efforts to buiU 
into California. The Santa Fe had become a big railroad. 
With eastern terminals on the Missouri River it had been 
pushed more than ISOO miles through the Southwest, itt 
farthest extension ending at nowhere in particular on tltf 
edge of the California desert. An outlet to the Pacific irw 
needed ; but for the time, at least, this looked impossible, ex- 
cept under such conditions as the Southern Pacific might 
impose since this railroad now blocked the way. Strong met 
the situation by a counter-move through Old Mexico. 

Nearly tliree years before, in the autumn of 1879, sonw 
Boston financiers, representing the Santa Fe interests, had 
organized the Sonora Railway Company for the purpose 
of building a railroad from the American border through the 
Mexican state of Sonora to Die Gulf of California, A liberal 
cash subsidy of $11,S70 in silver per mile, to be paid u Utf 
road was built, together with certain concessions were M- 
cured from the Mexican Government. Work was stArted at 
Guaymas in the year 1880 but was not hurried, and hy M^ 
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vember, 1881, the road was in operation only to Hcrmosillo 
on the Sonora River, 90 miles north. Now when in March of 
that same year the Santa Fe under the name of Rio Grande 
& Mexican Pacific had effected a junction with the Southern 
Pacific at Deming, New Mexico, it had been planned to con- 
tinue the tine directly south into Old Mexico. But inasmuch 
as the Southern Pacific Company made a satisfactory pro- 
posal offering the use of their tracks, an agreement was 
concluded subject to termination by either party on a two- 
year notice, whereby for a stipulated rental, the Santa Fe 
trains were allowed to use the Southern Pacific tracks from 
Deming to Benson, Arizona, 171 miles west. 

On securing this two-year trackage agreement with the 
Southern Pacific the Santa Fe organized and in the summer 
of 1881 started building the New Mexico & Arizona railroad 
south and west toward Nogales about 90 miles distant, on 
the Mexican boundary. The New Mexico & Arizona was 
projected with a view of connecting eventually with the 
Sonora railroad, which move was thought to be of strategic 
importance. Funds for building the new road were supplied 
directly by the Santa Fe. By the close of 1881 the sura 
of $1,800,000 had been spent upon the enterprise, which 
was now well under way. 

Such therefore was the situation, when early in the year 
1882 Collis P. Huntington induced Mr. Strong unwillingly 
to submit to a compromise agreement that for the time at 
least would prevent the Santa Fe from entering California 
and obtaining a seaport terminal. By its own line to 
Deming, by means of the Southern Pacific trackage agree- 
ment to Benson, and the New Mexico & Arizona now build- 
ing, the Santa Fe had already arrived within striking dis- 
tance of salt water. Within four weeks after Huntington 
had arranged to block the Atlantic & Pacific at the crossing 
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of the Cdorado RiTer, the Atctuson Conip«a; fonnaQf tc- 
quired ' the Sonork rutroad. It therefore remaiDcd onlj to 
close a gap of •ome £50 miks between the southern end of 
the New Mexico tt Arixona id lower Arizona and Sonors 
line near the Sonora nrer. Work on this section was now re- 
newed with ^reat energy and on October 25th, 188S, the 
Santa Fe tracks met at Nogales. A PociIk: port had fiaiUj 
been reached at Guayinaa, Mexico, and the long sought 
outlet to the ocean had at last been won. This acbierenwrt 
gave the interior of the United States a. route to Australia 
1400 miles shorter than from San Francisco; and with a 
main line 1700 mJles in extent, the Santa Fe thus became tbt 
longest railroad in the world under a single managenest 
But William B. Strong had even greater ambitions. H< 
was determined to get into Southern California reganUeu 
of Huntington and the Southern Pacific. Already he hail 
started a net-work of branch lines in Kansas. And far t» 
the south of Kansas a port on the Gulf of Mexico mi^ 
some day be desired. First as general manager and now at 
president of the Atchison, Topoka & Santa Fe, Strong had 
won the united support of his directorate and the capttalisb 
of Boston. The entire Southwest lay before him as a fleU 
of action. And Strong had Albert A. Robinson, one of the 
greatest of engineers, with an efficient corps of assistanU. 
to carry out his aims. Great things were now to be accom- 
plished. 

*Ci»amer. ^ Finan. Chron., March 18, 1883. This was done by (hi 
Atchlion tnkinii; over the $5,100,000 in stocks and S4.0A0.OO0 Tq^ geU 
Lwnds of tiic .Sonora Company and gusraiiteelDg the interest on tile btndi 
and Issuing its own stotk oX tbf rate of one shnre of Atchison in ta- 
chuige for two shares of Sonora stock. The Atchison of course Ijecsnc 
the recipient of the Mnlcan sulMidj «a a result of this deaL 
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DURING these eventful years the aggressive activitieB 
of the Santa Fe Company had been by no means con- 
fined to the Grand Canon war and the subsequent advance 
acrosji New Mexico, Arii^ona and Northwestern Mexico. To 
the eastward, events less spectacular but of far-reaching im- 
portance had been likewise taking place. In the preceding 
chapter, reference was made to the construction of branch 
lines in Kansas. The Kansas City, Emporia & Southern, an 
extension south from Emporia, was commenced in April, 
1879, and built through Eureka to the south line of Green- 
wood County, about 64 miles, by October 10th. From the 
county line the work was continued under the name of Elk & 
Chautauqua ' railroad to Howard, 12 miles beyond, which 
town was reached December 31st. 

The Cowley, Sumner & Fort Smith, a continuation of the 
' It ihauld be home in mind that prscticallj all supplementary build- 
ing oetivlties of ntilToads air carried on under special charters and often 
under corporate names that bear no resemblance to that of the parent 
company. This is done main!}' because the original charter of s railroad 
seldom is general enou^ in the privileges which it confers to nnticipate 
the special nnd sometimes peculiar requirements of branch line conslruc- 
o, or extensions that were not speclQcaltf authoiiied. Again, because 
litigation that is iikely to occur througli a possible misinterpretation 
disrter privileges with reference to exiensions and the securing of 
ajiedsl franchises, it is highly desirable to incorporate especially for 
the construction of brnnthes and extensions which may be and usually 
are, absorbed liy tlie main company when the work is Ilnished. Hils 
policy in general makes for the highest efficiency and economy. 
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Wichita & Southwestern, was started from Wichita on M«y 
Ist, 1879- The road was built first to MuJvane, 16 miW 
southeast, where it divided. From MuIvbdc, one stem com- 
pleted September 15th, went southwest 18 miles to Welling- 
ton, whence two branches were started, one 25 miles south tfl 
Caldwell which was reached in September 1880; the other 
branch was started west to the county line under the name 
of the Wellington & Western railroad. The second main 
division leading out of Mulvane went southeast 23 miles to 
Winfield and then due south 12 miles to Arkansas City netr 
the border of Indian Territory. The road was opened lor 
traffic from Wichita to Arkansas City on December Slat, 
1879. Now but a few miles from the Territory and l 
toward Texas, this branch was soon to blend into a 
line of much importance. 

While these branches were being constructed io tbi 
southern part of the state a line known as the Marion ft 
McPherson branch was building due west from Florence h 
Central Kansas, Bcginniiig May 1st, the road Wm 000- 
fltructed 47 miles to McPherson by September 29tli, 1879. 
Still another branch, the Manhattan, Alma & BurlingauN^ 
67 miles in length, was built that same summer by the Santa 
Fe and Union Pacific companies to connect their respectin 
main lines between Manhattan and Burlingame. 

In the early autumn of 1880 the Santa Fe purchased tiiC 
Kansas City, Lawrence & Southern railroad, a small IM 
pendent system in Southern Kansas having a total of 86S 
miles of main track and branches. The road compriwd 
two stems, one extending from Lawrence due south to Col- 
feyville near the state line; while the other portion branchtd 
from the Coffeyville division at Cherrjn'ftle in southern Has- 
EBS and ran in a westerly direction througti Winfidd and 
Wellington to the town of Harper. There were tw 




(ranches: one from Wellington to Hunnewel] on the Indian 
Torritory border; and another running southeast from 
Olathe through Ottawa to the town of Burlington. For 
this group of lines the Atchison company paid $3,743,000 in 
its own 6 per cent. 40-year bonds, receiving therefor the 
securities of the Southern Kansas company in an oven ex- 
change, dollar for dollar. The sale was made in the name 
of tlie Kansas City, Topeka & Western, the auxiliary com- 
pany by which the Santa Fe had gained access to Kansas 
City back in 1875. 

The Southern Kansas Railway system developed from the 
Leavenworth, Lawrence & Fort Gibson Railroad company, 
which was incorporated under the original Santa Fe land 
grant of 1863, the main terms of which were indicated in the 
second chapter. In addition to the public lands appro- 
priated by this act, the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Fort Gib- 
son company was aided by a land donation under the terras 
of a bill passed by Congress and approved Sept. 4lh, 1841, 
"An Act to approve tlie sales of public lands and to 
grant preemption rights." Section 8 of this law provided for 
a grant of 500,000 acres of lands to certain states ' and to 
each state hereafter to be admitted to the Union, the lands 
to be sold at not less than $1.85 per acre and the proceeds 
to be devoted by the various states to internal improve- 
ments. The lands so designated in Kansas were especially 
selected by three commissioners in ISBi- By an act ap- 
proved February SSrd, 1666, the Kansas legislature after a 
stormy debate granted this 500.000 acres equally to four 
railroad companies one of which was the Leavenworth, Law- 
rence & Fojrt Gibson. In addition to this aid of 1^5,000 

'The states espcdaUf enumerated in the bill were Ohio, Indiana, 
niintiis, Alabama, Misioari, Missiatippl, Louisiana, Arlcaiuai, and MJchi- 
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seres, the road actually received 62,509. 41 acres under the 
provisions of the Act of March 9rd, 1863. 

On date of February 24th, 1866, the oame of the corpo- 
ratioa was clianged to the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galro- 
ton Railroad company. This company built the line from 
Lawrence to Colfeyvillc, about HS miles, which was opened 
for traffic August 28th, 1871. Getting into financial troubles 
the road was finally sold under foreclosure August 9th, 1878, 
and reorganised as the Lawrence & Galveston Railroad com- 
pany. On April 1st, 1879, the Lawrence & Galveston con- 
solidated with the Kansas City & Santa Fe and the Southern 
Kansas railroad companies. The former corporation wai 
organized March S5th, 1868, and by 1871 had built SS miles 
of road from Ottawa to Olathe, which line was then leased 
to the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston. The Southern 
Kansas had only a ten-mile stretch of track from Cherry- 
vale to Independence, With this consolidation the road* 
thus named took the corporate name of Kansas City, Law- 
rence & Southern Railroad Company. The extension from 
Cherryvale to Independence was at once pushed through to 
Harper, a distance of about 149 miles, and the Hunnewell 
branch, 18 miles in length, was likewise built and opened for 
traffic in 1880. Such in brief is the history of the Southern 
Kansas railroad as acquired by the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe on December 16th, 1880. 

The Santa Fe directors made this acquisition largely for 
self-protection. Since the Southern Kansas lines lay direct- 
ly within Santa Fe "territory" in Kansas it was felt that Ihb 
property if in the hands of an unfriendly competitor migbt 
be used to make dangerous inroads upon Santa Fe business- 
The directors further believed, incidentally, that the South- 
em Kansas under good management would prove a valuable 
property, and in this they were fully justified. For the 
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passed through excellent farm lands which have made 
splendid development; while valuable deposits of gas, petro- 
leum and coal, since discovered, have made this region one of 
the richest sections served by tfie Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe railroad. And finally since it traversed Eastern and 
Southern Kansas the acquisition of the Southern Kansas 
lines did much to round out the Santa Fe system in Kansas 
and to strengthen its position and influence. 

Besides purchasing the Southern Kansas, the Santa Fe in 
1880 constructed over 100 mJIes of railroad which included 
branches from McPhcrson, Wellington and Manhattan, 
Kansas, a spur from Pueblo, Colorado, to the Canon coal 
fields, and lines in New Mexico which alretuly have been 
descrihed. 

In the spring of 1881 work on the Florence, El Dorado 
and Walnut Valley extension south from El Dorado, Kan- 
sas, was begun. As tlie road approached Augusta, a neigh- 
boring town, an election was held in which several townships 
voted railroad bonds with enthusiasm. Considerably wrought 
up over the prospect of getting a railroad, the Southern 
Kansas Gazette of Augusta came out with an Inspiring ed- 
itorial headed: 

Another Boom. Bonds Carry All Along the Line. "God 
made tlie country, and man made the cities," and one of the 
greatest belps in developing the country and assisting man in 
bnilding large and magnificent cities is the railroad. Communi- 
ties cry for them as children cry for sweetmeats ; people buy 
them with bonds, as anxiously and readily as children spend 
their pennies for candy. Without railroads farm lands arc 
valueless, cities and towns sink into ruin and oblivion, while 
their neighbors, who are blest with these roads, enjoy the pleas- 
nres of life and realize that their property has a fixed value, 
readily convertible into cash. 

Desiring all reasonable and attainable facilities for the trans- 
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ftction of basiiiess; and all po§§ibte auxili&ries for tbc derdop* 
ment, growth &nd prosperitj' of our county ood cities, tlie pcofk 
of Anguat, Walnut, and Douglass townships have rotcd the ud 
asked by the A. T. & S. F. company ($*0,000) for the extension 
of the Walnut Valley branch through their respective totmshipf. 
The road will be completed by August 1st anil the buildJig 
thereof will furnish employment for a large number of meo at 
good wages for ninety days. Augusta will be the contracton' 
headquarters. Here the supplies will be purchased and all Uu 
general business relating to the construction of the road trans- 
acted. . . . This in connection with the present boom in build- 
ing and general business will make our city the liveliest town in 
the State. It is useless at this time to refer to the benefit! tv 
be derived from the completion of tlie road. Suffice it to laf 
that no town in tlie state will have the advantage of us, and that 
with our magnificent farming conntry to back us np, Augusta wiB 
soon take rank among the most important cities of tbc St*t& 

Wliile it is to be feared that Augusta has never rcalittd 
the.se high ambitions, this sentiment fairlj typified the extrav- 
agant hopes with which the prairie towns welcomed an 
approachiDg railroad. 

Late in the summer as the line reached Douglass, a Gsj 
hamlet eleven miles south of Augustat a welcotning celebn^ 
tion was planned. The local paper has left an interestiiig 
description of the affair, a part of which account foUowa: 

As soon as it became evident that the efforts of the A. T. 
& S. F. R. R. Company to complete the branch road to DougUn 
by the first of August would be a success the people of our tovn 
determined to celebrate in honor of the event, and at once 
directed their efforts to pleasantly entertain all that might be 
with us on the day chosen for the occasion. 

Tuesday, August 3nd, was the day of merriment, and no 
atmosphere more pure ever existed and no brighter snn vns 
rose in its grandeur to light the course of a happy people dm 
Tuesday's sun, which being unclouded during the whole ds^ liD- 
paxted intense heat that at mJdday was a little uncomfortablt 
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to endure, but tlie splendor of the day xa not often surpassed. 
. , , The Railroad Company not forgetful in attributing to 
the people's pleasure, kindly gave a free excursion from El 
Dorado and retnrn. The ears were prepared and kept in readi- 
ness at El Dorado, and early Tuesday morning the people began 
to gather at the di.'pot from every direction. At eight o'clock the 
train started with about fifteen hundred persons aboard, and those 
desiring were permitted to join the crowd on the road until the 
number was swelled to probably two thousand people when the 
train arrived at Douglass. Waiting the arrival of the train were 
perhaps as many more making in all some four thousand people 
assembled at Douglass to view the growing town, observe the 
surrounding country, listen to the orators of the day, meet 
friends and have a good time in general. For some reason the 
orators of the day were not present, hut their places were ably 
filled by Messrs. E. N. Smith and A. L. Redden, of El Dorado, 
and others. The El Dorado bond furnished the music and the 
program was carried ont apparently to the satisfaction of all. 

At two o'clock the new store building of J. M. Wilson was 
occnpied by the young people who engaged in dancing until 
a later hour. At night Lowe's Hall was opened for a hall and 
was completely filled by those that like to assemble where the 
merriment of the young goes on. 

At four o'clock the excursion train returned to El Dorado, 
when those that desired were permitted to go as far as Augusta 
and return on the evening train. 

All day the diiferent places of business were a scene of life, 
and it was the beginning of a new era for our men of trade, the 
incentive to action long needed, the dispeller of discouragement 
long felt. No act of turbulence, no fiagitatious scene marred 
the pleasure of the things of people from whose faces there 
radiated the expression of joy. And Douglass realised a day 
long looked for — not soon to be forgotten. 



Such was a typical celebration of the day when the rail- 
road came to town. 

Confitruction for the year 1881 aggregated nearly 257 
miles, comprising an extension of the Marion & McPlieraon 
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branch from Lyons to Ellinwood, about 20 miles ; the Flo^ 
encc. El Dorado and Walnut Valley extended from El D»- 
Todo to Douglass, 2i miles, and the Harvey County railroad, 
Sedgwick to Halstcad. Kansas, 9 miles in length. Tboe 
branches were completed to tlie points named, on September 
Ist, August 1st, and December 31st, respectively. In addi- 
tion there were the Hnea in the Southwest already described: 
the Rio Grande, Mexico & Pacific from San Marcial to Dtm- 
ing, and Rincon to the Texas boundary ; tlie Rio Grande & El 
Paso railroad in Texas from the New Mexico line, 20 miles to 
El Paso; the Now Mexico and Arizona of which about 18 
miles were finished In 1881 ; and a short spur of about t miles 
from Raton to the coal mines at Dillon in northem New 
Mexico. 

The following year about 124 miles were added. Tiat 
increase included a 14-mile track from Olathe to connect 
the Southern Kansas system with the main line at Hollidaj, 
with the remainder in New Mexico and Arizona. Also, in 
the summer of 1S82 the Santa Fe purchased a controlling in- 
terest in the Leavenworth, Topeka & Southwestern, com- 
monly known as the "Leavenworth & Topeka," a line about 
46 miles in length running from Meriden to Leavenworth, 
Kansas. At the end of 1882 the Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe system comprised 2,620 miles of railroad, located In 
Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, Arizona 
and Sonora, Mexico, Tlie total earnings were over $14,T70,- 
000 — an increase of nearly $2,200,000 over the preceding 
year. The net earnings were more than $6,000,000 of which 
the Southern Kansas produced over $600,000. The Com- 
pany now represented a permanent investment of more tl»an 
$82,000,000 in stocks and bunds and was in an excellent 
financial condition with no floating debts. To handle thr 
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growing traiBc of the road 97 locomotives and 611 cars were 
added to the Santa Fe's equipment that year. 

In his annual report for 1883 President Strong said: 
"Thirteen years ago the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe rail- 
road, a line thi^n S8 miles in length under the same general 
direction which now governs its affairs, asked the confidcr 
and support of the Massachusetts public ' in tlie execution 
of the projects it contemplated. Tlirough good and evil 
times that support has always been readily ^ven and that 
confidence has never been broken ; and as a result tliose who 
have followed the fortunes of the company have shared in 
its prosperity." 

Wliat the future plans of the company might be, Strong 
said must largely depend upon the poUcy pursued by the 
road's competitors. He assured the stockholders that every 
prudent measure would be taken "to preserve the property 
in its integrity." It is doubtless quite apparent by this 
time that Strong's method of preserving the integrity of 
his company's property was that of vigorous expansion and 
while wonderful progress had been made in thirteen years, 
the railroad was as yet only started upon its future great 
development. 

In July, 1883, the Ottawa and Burlington railroad, ex- 
tending 46 miles from near Ottawa to Burlington, a road 
incorporated on February 4th, 1870, as the Kansas City, 
Burlington & Santa Fe and opened for traffic March 28th, 
1878, was consolidated with the Southern Kansas system. In 
1883-1884 several branches were added to the Southern 
Kansas railroad as follows: By the Kansas City & Emporia 
company, chartered December 11th, 1880, from Ottawa to 

'The Svita Fe rBllroud was flminced and down to 1S89 conlrolled 
largelj' by Boston cspitalistB. 
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Emporia, 56 miles, opened February 1st, 1884. Tliis ro«d 
connected the Southern Kansas system with the Santa P( 
main line at Emporia and is to-day a part of the doubl^ 
tracked through main line from Kansas City to Emporia. 
Other constniclion during this period was by the Kanui 
Southern, chartered February 15th, ISS*, from Chanute to 
Girard, about 40 miles, and opened at tlie eod of that year; 
and by the Harper & Western, chartered July Ist, 1884, 
from Harper to Attica, nearly 12 miles, and opened No- 
vember 10th, 1884, The Girard branch tapped the best coil 
fields in Kansas and has since become one of the most val- 
uable feeders in the Santa Fe system; while the Harper 
branch was soon to be extended into a main line. Thete 
branches so interwove the Southern Kansas lines with thote 
of the Santa Fe company that in 1884 the accounts of the 
two systems were amalgamated and the Southern Kantiu 
henceforth became in reality only a corporate name to desig- 
nate a certain group of Santa Fe lines. During this same 
year the Atchison management purchased, likewise throu^ 
the Kansas City, Topoka & Western, a half interest in the 
Kansas City Belt Line railway, wliich was made necessary 
by the heavy growth of business and the need of better ter- 
minal facilities in Kansas City. The Belt Line was con- 
structed in 1885-1886 and proved a valuable asset to tin; 
company. Otiier construction finished during this period 
was the Wichita & Western, from Wichita to Kingman, 
ahout 45 miles, constructed jointly by the Atchison and the 
St, Louis & San Francisco companies; and the Lake Valle/, 
Magdalena and Silver City branches jn New Mexico. About 
250 miles were added by purchase or construction in Kan- 
sas and New Mexico in the years 1883 and 1884, Tlie lonj- 
expected entrance of California was now at hand. 

With the completion on July 2dth, 1884, of a large axi 
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or tcchnicaljtios a title to this read could not be given 
at once * and until such title could bo rendered, the road was 
to be leased to the Atlantic & Pacific at yearly rental equal 
to 6^ on the purchase price. When title could be given, 
payment was to be made, one-sixth in cash and the remainder 
in cash or in Atlantic & Pacific first mortgage bonds, the 
bonds as well as rental to be guaranteed iointly by the At- 
chison and Frisco Companies. 

By the second instrument, the Atlantic & Pacific secured 
trackage and traffic rights between Mojave and San Fran- 
cisco Bay, together with terminal facilities in Oakland and 
San Francisco, On twelve months' notice at its own option 
the Atlantic & Pacific could make use of this privilege and 
run its trains between Mojave and San Francisco by paying 
an annual rental of $1200 per mile; and its rights under 
this agreement were to pass to the Atchison and the St. Louis 
Companies, or to either in case one of Uiem should succeed 
to the rights of the Atlantic & Pacific under the contract of 
purchase and lease of the road from Needles to Mojave. 

Thirdly, it was agreed that the Atchison and St. Louis 
Companies buy of the Southern Pacific through its sub- 
sidiary, the Pacific Improvement Company, Atlantic & Pa- 
cific securities of $3,096,768 par value, but at the real cost 
of $1,524,356.46 the price actually paid for the securities. 
In other words, the Pacific Improvement Company was the 
corporation which the Southern Pacific had organized to 
build the Mojave Division and through this subsidiary, the 
parent company had bought Atlantic & Pacific stocks and 
bonds worth at par $3,096,768, but at an actual SL'lling price 
of $1,524,356.46. Hence as a partial offset for these con- 
cessions, Huntington unloaded a batch of undesirable rail- 

'Thii was on account of a Southern Pacific mortgage that could 
not be diKharged until 1905. 
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road securities upon the Santa Fe and Frisco Compantn. 

The fourlli and last instnuucnt simply amended the tri- 
partite agreement of 1880 by explainiug chiuscs of doubtful 
meaning and adding others, so adapting ilie agreement to 
altered state of facts as to carry out its object and original 
purpose. 

This arrangement with its terms of purchase became 
operative October 1st, ISSl, on which date the Mojave Di- 
vision was taken over by the Atlantic & Pacific, whence it «u 
eventually to become an integral part of the Atchison, To- 
peka & Santa Fe system. 

While gratified in having at last secured a line into Cali- 
fornia, the Santa Fe management wisely believed that tlw 
purchase of the Mojave Division would depend for succen 
upon an independent connection with the Pacific Coast, an 
outlet that could not be impaired or interrupted by the 
Southern Pacific. It was first determined to build a branch 
from some convenient point on the line between the Needln 
and Mojave to San Bernardino, where a junction would be 
made with the California Southern, a local railroad that hwl 
made considerable development and the possession of wluch 
was to give the Santa Fe a strong position in Southern 
California. Tlie California Southern Railroad Compaii; 
was chartered October 12th, 1880, for the purpose of con- 
structing a line from National City, at the lower end of Ban 
Diego Bay to San Bernardino. By a supplementary char 
ter, the California Southern Extension Railroad CompuT 
was then incorporated. May S3rd, following, for tlie pur- 
pose of extending the California Southern to form a connec- 
tion with the Atlantic and Pacific at a point some 80 milu 
northeast of San Bernardino. At that time, it will be remai- 
bered, the Atlantic & Pacific was projected tbrough to Sao 



Vigorous Expansion '. 

iaciscOf and the Southern Fncific had not jet interfered I 
to block its operations at the Colorado River. 

On December 28th, 1881, the two California companies ' 
consolidated under the name of the California Southern, 
Building operations moved steadily. The road was opened 
from National City to Colton on August gist, 1882, and 
to San Bernardino on the 13th of September, 1883. The 
arrangement of January, 1882, whereby the Southern Pa- 
cific kept the Atlantic & Pacific out of California and pro- 
ceeded to build its own line from tJie Mojavc to the Needles 
was a serious blow to the California Southern. For the lat- 
ter road had been constructed by Boston capital ; it was 
beaded by T, J. Coolidge, former President of the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe, and its management if not partially 
identified with the Santa Fe interests, was at least distinctly 
friendly. To get out of its isolation the California Southern 
had to establish a connection with some eastern line and it 
naturally had anticipated this opportunity when the Atlantic 
Sc Pacific was extended through Southern California. But 
with the only outlet in the hands of the unfriendly Southern 
Pacific the Southern would have been compelled to build 
about 250 miles across the desert to the Colorado instea^l of 
relying ujwn an 80-mile spur to Barstow as had been hoped. 
The road was financially unable to build the long extension 
and its development came to a standstill. In the winter of ■ 
1888-188* a flood washed out about 80 miles of the Califor- 
nia Southern tracks In the Temecula Canon ; even the bridges 
and ties were carried away. Tlie road now found itself in 
trouble. Its finances were weak and to repair thix damages 
would necessitate a relatively heavy outlay. The road tra- 
Tereed a region at that lime but slif^tly developed and its 
revenues were smalL Since it was and is yet the only railroad I 
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to the port of San Diego, a good volume of through tn§e 
mi^t be had if only an eastern outlet could be obtaiiwi 
But the Southern Pacific stood in tlie way. In July, 1884. 
the California SouUicm failed to pay the interest on $S<- 
784,000 of its first mortgage bonds. That same mootli I 
committee of the stockholders announced in a circular datel 
June 25th that wliile $350,000 was needed to repair the liiK 
only $n4,500 had been raised. It looked as if the com- 
pany must either give up the repairs, which weis equivalent to 
abandoning the road, or else make contracts for renewing the 
fiood damage as best they could. In the latter case the Uwi 
of California would make the stockholders personally liabk 
to the extent of their holdings in case the Company defaulted 
for sums due on such contracts. Matters thus stood in tla» 
perplexed situation when the Atchison-Frisco Companies »c* 
cured control of the Mojave Division in August, 1881- 

The Santa Fe, as we have seen, had been seriously coor 
templating the construction of a branch west from the 
Needles, as it felt it could not safely depend upon tlie Sooth- 
em Pacific trackage agreement into San Francisco for » 
Pacific Coast outlet in California. The California Southern 
people now proposed that their road be extended from Su 
Bernardino to tlie newly leased or purchased Mojave liiK) 
just aa they had originally planned. They offenxi tennt 
very favorable, both to the Atchison and the Atlantic and 
Pacific Companies, It was proposed first, that a road coif 
necting San Bernardino with the Atlantic & Pacific at Bai^ 
stow, 81 miles distant, be constructed as a part of the Cafr 
fomia Southern. To that end, the Southern offered to 
transfer one-half of its capital stock to the Atchison, Topdca 
and Santa Fe without cost to the latter. It was further 
proposed that the first mortgage bondholders of the Cat 
fomia Southern surrender their bonds in exchange for kt 
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lie placed on the whole Southern road of 210 miles. From 
the proceeds thus raised, the Barstow extension could easily 
be constructed and the line in the Temecula Canon replaced, 
leaving the if5,000,000 of first mortgage California Southern 
bonds in the treasury to meet fixed charges and any financial 
contingencies that might arise before the road became self- 
sustaining. Since the owners of the California Southern 
wer^ nearly unanunous in making tills proposilion the At- 
chison Company accepted the offer, which was promptly 
carried into effect. Work on the extension and the general 
rehabilitation of the Southern began at once. On Novem- 
ber 9th, 1885, the line was completed and opened for busi- 
ness between San Bernardino, and the Santa Fc had secured 
its long sought California seaport, at San Diego. Mean- 
while, on September 24th, the Santa Fe had leased a free 
and equal use of the Southern Pacific tracks between ColtoD 
and Los Angeles, and entrance to the metropolis of Southern 
California was thus secured as soon as through service waa 

i^ahlished into San Diego, 
ft WM believed by the Atchison management that acquir- 
I and completing the California Southern would accom- 
ph two things: First, it would enable the Atlantic ft 
kitic to command a considerable portion of tlie fast in- 
Msing business of Southern California and it would give 
c Atchison a whip-hand over the Southern Pacific in Cali- 
fornia. If "existing arrangements" were disturbed by the. 
Southern Pacific, the Santa Fe purposed to put on a line of 
t-wisc steamers between San Diego and San Francisco, 
ceby insuring to itself a reaaonahle share of the Cali- 
a business, regardless of Huntington. An outlet on San 
I Bay was of great potential importance. And see- 
By, President Strong rejoiced tbst in thus securing a 
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foothold in Southern CaUfornia his Company could now 
say with absolute certainty Uiat in making the Atlantic and 
Pacific railroad a through line to the Pacific Coast, the At- 
chison, Topeka and Santa Fc had porfomicd every legal 
contract and kept good faitJi witli the public in redeeming 
its promises. But in still other ways did possession of the 
California Southern add to the power and importance of the 
Santa Fc railroad system. With a main Hnc now more 
than 1,900 miles in length, extending from the Missouri RiTer 
to San Diego Bay, together with a secondary outlet on the 
Gulf of California the general position of the Santa Fe 
was greatly strengthened. And again, the Santa Fe at once 
became an important factor in the wonderful development 
of Southern California, which region has for years been 
contributing a vast and increasing amount of through trif- 
fic worth millions of dollars annually. Getting into Southern 
CaJifomia was a significant event in the history of the At- 
chison, Topeka and Santa Fe. 
~ All this expansion was in exact conformity with the vigor- 
ous policies of President Strong, which he summarized in 
his annual report for 1884 in these three sentences: "A 
railroad to be successful must also be a progressive instittt- 
tion. It cannot stand still, if it would. If it fails to ad- 
vance, it must inevitably go backward and lose ground al- 
ready occupied." At the end of the year 1878 the Santa 
Fe lines comprised only 868 miles with gross earnings less 
tiian $4,000,000 and net earnings less than .$3,000,000. It 
had a funded debt of $4,175,000 with $8,616,000 of stock 
outstanding, which stock paid no dividends. Six yeara later, 
under the guidance of William B. Strong, the Santa Fe owned 
or controlled about 3,600 miles of railroad with gross earn- 
ings of nearly $16300,000 and net earnings of about ^,- 
915,000. In 1884 the Company represented a corporate in- 
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Teatment of more than $103,000,000— about $46,000,000 
in bonds and $57,000,000 in stocks, which slocks now paid 
&nnu&l dividends of Gfo. There were several reasons for 
this great prosperity and progress. The road was prudently 
financed and carefully managed. On about 2,800 miles of the 
Santa Fe lines proper the total capitalization was only 
$38,576 per mile at the end of 1884. The Company had 
excellent credit and could borrow money at low rates of 
interest. The main line had been laid out with shrewd fore- 
sight in that it traversed for much of its length the fertile 
valleys of the Arkansas and Rio Grande Rivers. The dis- 
posal of the Company lands and the colonizing efforts of 
the Company had been of the greatest importance to the 
prosperity and growth of the railroad. And finally it was 
to the wonderful fertility of the Kansas prairies, which sys- 
tematic colonizing and the building of branch lines developed 
into farm lands that made and will always continue to make 
the Santa Fe one of the greatest railroads of the country. 
The invasion of Texas was now to begin from two directions. 
By an Act of Congress, approved July 4th, 1884, the 
Southern Kansas Railway Company had been granted the 
right to locate, construct, own, equip, and operate a rail- 
way, telegraph and telephone line through the Indian Terri- 
tory, beginning at a point on the northern boundary of 
the Territory where an extension of the Southern Kansas 
railroad from Winfield in a southerly direction would strike 
the Territorial line, and thence running south in the direc- 
tion of Dcnnison, Texas, by the most practicable route, to 
a point near the junction of tlie Washita and Red Rivera. 
The Act also authorized the construction of and equipment 
of a branch line from a point at or near where the main line 
should cross the Territorial border, the branch to run west- 
erijy ■ioBg m near the nortfaem boundary to a point at or 



J 




The Storjf of the Santa Fe 



near wliere Medicine Lodge Creek crosses the border of tin- 
Territory and thence in a southwesterly direction, crossing 
Beaver Crcok, at or near Canip Supply and reaching the 
west boundary of Indian Territory at or near its inter- 
section with Wolf Creek. Those respective routes are no* 
followed rather closely by two Santa Fe main lines : the for- 
mer extending through Central Oklahoma and Texas to Ihi- 
Gulf of Mexico; and the latter running across northwest 
Oklahoma and the Texas Panhandle to connect with the 
oii^nal transcontinental main line near Albuquerque, Ne» 
Mexico. 

The Congressional Act conferred no special fayors. The 
railroad company was merely given the privilege to COD- 
struct its line, with a right-of-way 100 feet in width and 
with an additional strip SOO feet long and SOOO feet in 
length every ten miles for stations. Wherever the right-of- 
way and station grounds lay witliin the limits of landt 
owned by individual Indians, the Company must make full 
compensation to the owners for land thus appropriatv*], 
before tlie line could be built. Tlie new road might be taxed 
according to the will of Congress or the laws of any Terri- 
tory or State henceforth to be formed in that region. Iti 
freight rates could not exceed those authorized by tlie lawi 
of Kansas and it could transport passengers at a rate not 
exceeding three cents per mile. The Company might locate 
its line immediately after the act was passed. At least 100 
miles of the railroad must be built in tlie Territory within 
three years after the passage of the act or the grant would 
be forfeited as to all portions of the line not built. 

Acting under the provisions of this law the Company bj 
the close of 1885 had located over 350 miles, which includtd 
the main line nmning south from Arkansas City and Ui« 
branch extending southwest from Kiowa, Kansas. To f»- 
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cilitate work on the latter extension, a spur was built from 
Attica to Kiowa on the state boundary about 2S miles, 
which road was opened January llth, 1886. To finance 
the construction and equipment of this 350 milea or more 
of railroad it was decided to issue first mortgage 5% 40- 
jear gold bonds of the Southern Kansas Railway Company 
at the rate of $16,000 per mile on the road and rolling 
stock with additional provision for an issue of income bonds 
at the rate of $i,000 per mile if needed. It was soon de- 
cided to build about 150 miles south from Arkansas City and 
connect with the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe, a Texas rail- 
road that was building northward. . From Kiowa the road 
was de5mtely projected southwesterly across Indian Terri- 
tory into the heart of the cattle country in the Texas Pan- 
handle. In 1886 construction was accordingly begun from 
Arkansas City and Kiowa, 69 miles being finished that year. 
Being now well under way the work was rushed to completion. 
Building south, the road was completed 154 miles to an in- 
tersection with the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe on April 
26th and turned over to the operating department, June 
ISth, 1887. From Kiowa the line was finished 116 miles to 
the west boundary of Indian Territory on September 12th. 
Pushing on into Texas about 100 miles farther the road 
reached Panhandle City at the close of the year. Strong 
had acted decisively under the provisions of the Congression- 
al Act of 1884. Within a little more than three years after 
the Act was passed he had driven two roads south and south- 
west from the Kansas border for a total distance of 370 
miles of which mileage about 300 was constructed in 1887. 
Meanwhile another acquisition of the greatest importance 
had been made. In May, 1886, the Atchison Company pur- 
chased the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad, which as 
mentioned had been building northward to meet the Southern 
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^V Kansas extension in Indian Territory. This purchase added 

^M several hundred miles to the Santa Fe sjstem, which vw 

^1 now expanding at a marvelous rate, 

B The Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railway Company m 

chartered under the laws of Texas, May 28th, 1873. Tl* 
road is said to have come into existence as the result of t 
town row between Galveston and Houston. A story runs to 
the effect that back in the Sixties when there were but fe» 
railroads in Texas, these towns were connected by only » 
single line, the Galveston, Houston & Henderson. During 
the late Sixties and early Seventies a mild epidemic of yeDov 
fever is reported to have occurred each summer along the 
coast of Texas. The story further goes on to say that 
whenever it was rumored that the fever had reappeared, the 
business interests of Houston would promptly get a qtiaraD* 
tine declared upon all passenger and frei^t traffic froin 
Galveston to their city. This action of course prevented 
Galveston merchants from selling goods up-state, leaving 
practically all of eastern Texas for the wholesalers of Hous- 
ton. It was to avoid this unprofitable situation in which 
a rival town was getting more than its share of businest, 
that the business men of Galveston are said to have incor- 
porated the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Company, It w« 
planned to construct the railroad north and west from G*I- 
veston with Santa Fe, New Mexico, as a final goal. Whether 
or not the literal details of this tale are true, they ape not 
improbable. And the railroad was promoted, financed and. 
until sold to the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, it was oper^ 
ated mainly by Galveston citizens. Likewise it was built 
north and west from Galveston for more than 200 inileB in 
the direction of Santa Fe. 

The Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe railroad actually started 
building in May, 1875. Being financed, it ac«ms, wbollj 
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hy local interests, progress was at first slow. Not until 
1877 did the main line reach Areola from Galveston, 45 
miles ; it took about a year longer to build into Richmond, 
21 miles farther. On the 15th of April, 1879, the road was 
sold under foreclosure, under a trust deed for $350,000, 
whieh had been ^vcn to secure a loan. The property was 
bought by a George Scaly, trustee under the deed; Sealy 
acted for a syndicate of Galveston merchants who had made 
the loan. At the time of this sale notice was given that a 
contract had been made for extending the railroad, prac- 
tically all of the stock of which was still owned in Galveston 
County. In the Act incorporating the Gulf, Colorado & 
Santa Fe, the State of Texas had entitled the Company to 
a land grant of 16 sections * for each mile of road built. 
In the autumn of 1879 some difficulty arose. A freshet 
carried away the bridge over the Brazos River and the 
Governor of the State refused to grant land certificates on 
the ground that there was not a continuous line of railroad 
as required by law. The Company engineers, however, soon 
replaced tlie bridge, after which the lands seem to have been 
duly awarded as earned. 

The reorganized Company completed the lino to Brenham, 
126 miles, on August 1st, 1880; and to Belton, about 220 
miles from Galveston, in the month of February, 1881. A 
branch to Fort Worth, 128 miles, was completed and ready 
for business December 8th, 1881. On the 15th of May fol- 
lowing another branch, 56 miles in length, had been finished 
to Lampasaa. The Eastern branch, which had been the 
Central and Montgomery Railroad, was purchased and put 
into operation June 15th, 1882. During the years 1883- 
1S84, the Gulf, Colorado fc Santa Fe built or acquired and 
[^aced in operation 106 miles of railroad. This expansion 

'Of 640 acres each. 
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included ^ line of 54 miles from Cleburne to DkIIbs — origi- 
nallj a smalJ local road called the Chicago, Texas & Mexi- 
can Central — ^acquired and opened August 1st, 188S. j\lso 
a S-i-mile branch was opened from Avtin to Houston on 
May 1st, 1883, and another from Somervillc, £8 miles east- 
ward to Navasota, opened a month later. In 1885 the Com- 
pany opened 89 miles more of new road; 71 miles of main 
line northwest to Brownwood, and 18 mtlea from Mont- 
gomery to Con roe. 

On the same dat« when Congress granted to the Southern 
Kansas Railway the right of building from Kansas throupli 
Indian Territory a similar Act was passed granting to the 
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe the ri^t to locate, constnicl, 
equip and operate a railway, telegraph and telephone line 
at a point to be selected by the Company on the Red River 
north of the northern boundary of Cook County, Texas, and 
running "by the most practicable route" through the Indian 
Territory to a point on the soutliem boundary of Kansas. 
When in April, 1886, it became rumored that the Atchisoa 
contemplated the purchase of tlie Gulf, Colorado & Santa 
Fe and the creation of a through main line from Kansas 
City to Galveston, tlie citizens of Fort Worth on April ISlli 
held a large meeting at which $30,000 was subscribed and 
a right-of-way guaranteed to aid the enterprise. On «r 
about the 16th of April engineers began to survey the 
route north from their city and within a little more than 
a year as indicated, connection was made with the Southcro 
Kansas at what now is Purcell, Oklalioma, about 173 oiilei 
north of Fort Worth. 

The Atchison Company purchased the Gulf, Colorado ft 
Santa Fe through an agreement made on date of March 
Srd, 1886, supplemented by an additional agreement con- 
cluded the 30th of the same month. The purchase was 
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cially announced by President Strong on May 15th in a 
circular addressed to the Santa Fe stockliolders. At ^his 
time the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe comprised about 1,000 
miles of lines completed or in process of construction, of 
which about 670 miles were in actual operation. This mile- 
age included a main line from Galveston to Fort Worth 
with branches from Cleburne to Dallas; from Temple to 
Coleman, and from Somerville to Conroe, together with one 
or two minor branches. These lines traversed a region for 
the most part well-settled, and which was devoted chiefly to 
cattle- raising and fanning. Here and there they touched 
some good tracts of timber. Besides providing for the 
coBBtniction of the road north from Fort Worth into Indian 
Territory, the agreement of purchase stipulated thai the 
branch from Cleburne to Dallas be extended 100 miles north- 
east to Paris, Texas, where a connection would be made 
with the St. Louis & San Francisco, which was building its 
SL Louis line southwest into Texas. 

Tlie sale was made on the basis of 1,000 milefl of lines 
built or to be btult. For the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe, 
therefore, the Atchison Company gave its stock at par in 
exchange for the stock issaed or to be issiicd by the Gulf 
Company and at the rate of $8,000 per mile. Thns the 
purchase price was $8,000,000, which was tlie authorized 
capital of the Gulf, Colorado It Santa Fe. In addition to 
this payment of $8,000,000 of its stock, the Santa Fe at- 
Bumed the boiuJed debt of the Gulf road whi<rh wa» bonded 
at the rate of $17,000 per mile, comprising a flnt mortgage 
of $12,000 and « tecond mortgage of $0,000 for e«cb mile 
of main track. 

Tliua for $£5,000 per nile the Atehis«n Company par- 
choxed a railroad syitem that crovnrd the great stat« nf 
TeKM, with rxtoawTO Imiar Bfi alt— 4y * oftntiom. WHh 
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this purchase the Santa Fe acquired a commanding^ po ri tiw 
in Texas and a ncv main line from Kansas to the Gulf of 
Mexico. It secured access to the important and fast-grow- 
ing cities of Fort Worth, Dallas, and Houeton; and it se- 
cured at Galveston, one of the greatest seaports in the 
country, an invaluable outlet with wharves and temina] fa- 
cilities all of which became the property of the AtciiisoB, 
Topeka & Santa Fe Company. Already a line of steamen 
was plying between New York and Galveston, througfi 
which latter port Texas was then receiving most of her 
eastern goods. The Santa Fe management shrewdly be- 
lieved that this ocean traffic would benefit Kansas as wi 
as strengthen their road's connections. It would open a 
new market for Kansas products, placing that state on • 
footing with Cahfornia, with a direct line to a seaport of 
the first importance. And finally, in the acquisition of the 
strategic Gulf route the position of the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe was safeguarded. Quoting President Strong, 
"It would secure to the Atchison Company independence of 
any attempt of rival lines to close the doors of trade against 
us or to cripple or embarrass our business," Incidentally 
it was believed with reason that the traffic of the new line, 
which would be exchanged with the Santa Fe lines in Kan- 
sas and Indian Territory would be profitable — enough to 
pay interest on the Gulf Company twnds and dindeccls on 
the Atchison stock invested. Likewise the Gulf, Coloraiio 
and Santa Fe property was bound to advance in value eadi 
year. Strong's policy of vigorous expansion was achieving 
large results. 

Yet this expansion was not confined to Texas in 1886. 
Simultaneously with the advance across Indian Tcrritorj, 
the invasion of Northern Texas and the acquisition of the 
Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe, the Atchison Company wu 
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ering Kansas with branch lines, of vhich more than 400 
miles were constructed that year. In the tnoDth of Janu- 
ary the Santa Fe stockholders were informed that the rapid 
growth of Kansas during the previous two years had made 
desirable the construction of new lines in that state, so lo- 
cated as to add to the earnings of the Company and to 
protect its interests against unfriendly competition. To 
that end certain charters recently acquired were to be con- 
solidated into a single corporation under the title of Chicago, 
Kansas & Western Railroad Company. The new lines as 
planned were to run through some of the best and most im- 
proved sections of Kansas and it was thought that they 
would add much to the earnings and greatly strengthen 
the position of the System. That is to say, the directors 
believed that the construction of these branches would create 
more traffic for the Santa Fe railroad and by rendering the 
Santa Fe system more compact they would serve to prevent 
rival companies from invading Santa Fe "territory" in 
Kansas, When completed, the Chicago, Kansas & Western 
would aggregate 450 miles of track. The road was to be 
constructed and equipped with a limited amount of rolling 
Btock at an estimated cost of $14,000 per mile," or for a 
total of $6,300,000, of which there was expected about 
^700,000 of local aid in the shape of county, township or 

•While ttt-dsy certain theoTiats contend that railroads are greatly 
>Tercapitalued, it should be borne ia mind that these western roods 
irhlle buQt at a nominal Initial expense, were constructed pretty much 
jl the "rongh" with light sled or iron tracks and with llltle or no ballast 
[n case of the Santa Fe, millions of dollars have been spent bettering 
:be original lines, relaying with heavy steel, improving the road-bed, 
ipreading rock ballast, erecting steel and concrete bridges, etc. Also 
'ht Western roads, as has been shown from time to time, have developed 
;he country through which they pass and virtually created their own 
raffie. It is ridiculous to attempt to valuate railroads on the mere basis 
if leproduclng the property. 
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municipal bonds. It was plannod to Issue Chicago, Kantai 
& Western first mortgage 5% 40-year bonds at the rate of 
$11,000 per mile; and 10-year income bonds at the rate of 
$7,000 per mile, the interest non-cumidativc, limited to 6^ 
and dependent wholly upon earnings. The capital stock of 
the Company was limited to $10,000 per mile, including 
issues to towns and counties in exchange for their bonU. 
This stock was to be held in the Company treasury at to 
investment. The bonds were offered to the Atchison stock- 
holders on the basis of $1,000 in firsts and $500 of incomei 
for each $1 ,000 of cash subscribed. By way of protecting 
the investors the Atchison and its auxiliary, the Soutlien 
Kansas Company, agreed to operate the new lines that wen 
to connect with the lines of the Santa Fe system, u 
favorable leases ^ whicli agreed to pro-rate all the freight 
and passenger business interchanged. In addition it 
promised to pay to the Chicago, Kansas & Western an 
nual rebate of 10% on its gross earnings and to continue 
this rebate so long as it miglit be needed to help pay in fi£l 
the interest on the bonds of the new company. Tlius care- 
fully organized the money was speedily raised, while con- 
Btruction began at once and was pushed with vigor. Before 
the end of the year about 40S miles were completed, pving 
to the Atchison Company a htcral network of railroads in 
Kansas with a total of about 3,400 miles in that state. 

Tlie Chicago, Kansas & Western roads constracted in 
1886, included a cut-off line 81 miles in length from Hut- 
chinson to Kinsley, and branches or extensions from Great 
Bend, Little River, Independence, Clianute, Mulvanc, Colony, 
Osage City, Ellinor, Larnod, and Benedict. Moreover, tic 
Florence, EI Dorado & Walnut Valley had been extended 

' As has l>een shown frequently, this of course was merelj' > step t<^ 
ward the fonnal acquisition of the Chicago, Komss & Western. 
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about 19 and tiio Howard Branch 8 miles ; while additions to 
the Southern Kansas Railway aggregated about 90 miles. A ' 
grand total of 508 miles of Santa Fe lines were constructed 
in Kansas and Indian Territory that year, not to mention 
the acquisition of the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fc which was 
building rapidly. For the year 1886 the Atchison, Topeka 
& Santa Fe expended more than $7,650,000 in building new 
railroads exclusive of the $8,000,000 paid for the Gulf lines. 

At the close of 1886 the Company owned or controlled 
4,431 miles of railroad besides the Atlantic & Pacific of 
918 miles in which the Santa Fe, tliough nonunally but a 
half owner, was really the dominant interest. Backed by 
ttie confidence of his directors, with vast financial resources 
ftt his command, and assisted by Kir. Robinson and a splen- 
did corps of engineers, President Strong had brought into 
existence a great railroad which was as yet hemmed in on 
the east by the Missouri River. A policy of aggressive ex- 
pansion now demanded an independent eastern outlet, and 
as the year drew to a close the Company was organizing its 

»t energiea for a master achievement. 
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ON the 84th of January, 1887, the stock markets of 
Boston, New York, and London announced for 
$15,000,000 first mortgage 5% gold bonds of the Chicago, 
Santa Fe and California Railway Company. These bontjx, 
which were to run 50 years, were guaranteed by the Atchiaoiii 
Topeka & Santa Fo Railroad Company, and were secured 
by a. first mortgage on the entire new road as projectid, 
excepting about 100 miles of existing road on which there 
was a prior lien of $1,500,000. As a consideration for tbii 
guarantee, the, Atchison was to receive the entire $30,000, 
000 stock issue of the Chicago, Santa Fe & Califomi*. 
thereby gaining control through a direct ownership of two- 
thirds of its authoriiied capital. 

At the beginning of the year 1887 the Santa Fe BjAta 
included through direct ownership, joint interest or control 
about 5,350 miles of railway with the Missouri River a 
eastern terminus. Having obtained an outlet to the Pad6c 
Coast and the Gulf of Mexico, the securing of ft satisfactory 
eastern terminal soon became a fixed problem, wliich Presi- 
dent Strong was not long in solving. Over its extensiw 
mileage the Santa Pe Company was creating and handUog 
an enormous traffic, which justly demanded an eastern oot- 
let beyond the Missouri. Toward the close of the Jcor 1886 
the directors unanimously decided that tlie interests of their 
Company required the absolute control of an todcpeDdeot 
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line to Chicago. The natural growth of the road had been 
west and south and so long as the lines o( competing rail- 
roads had ended on the Missouri River, the management 
were content to accept that river as the dividing line for 
traffic between the Santa Fe and Eastern roads. But now 
some of the lines east of the Missouri had become aggressive 
and had invaded or wltb about to invade Santa Fe territory 
in spite of that Company's efforts to solidify its system of 
lines in Kansas, Building across northeastern Kansas, the 
Burlington had extended its main line to Denver, The Mis- 
souri Pacific and the Rock Isiand had started operations 
in Kansas and besides building extensive branches, both these 
companies were soon to cross the state and enter Colorado. 
All this activity was lawful competition, yet such an un- 
precedented invasion of Santa Fe territory by eastern lines 
to whom the Santa Fe hitherto had delivered its east-bound 
traffic at the Missouri River simply meant a division of the 
Atchison's business, which business that Company had 
sought through the construction of an elaborate system of 
extensions and feeder lines to protect. In view of its vast 
interests and far-reacliing mileage such an invasion would 
simply place the Santa Fc Id an inferior position as to the 
making of rates. And since the Company had a number of 
new lines as jet unproductive, it must safeguard its busi- 
ness to meet its heavy interest obligations. 

Vigorous action was necessary. The easiest method for 
solving these potential difficulties was to make traffic agree- 
ments with the invading companies. But the directors be- 
lieved that a traffic agreement was at best uncertain and 
unsatisfactory. Such an agreement, it was held, generally 
fell into neglect or became odious, and only so long as each 
party had equal powers to enforce it, was a trafiic arrange- 
ment safe, A temporary makeshift arrangement was worse 
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than useless. And traffic agreements to protect the intenA 
of the Atchison Company must be permanent; jet no oi 
of experience or skill could provide for future contingenda 
that were likely to arise. The history of such contiwh 
showed that they were effective only bo long as it wai tk 
interest of the parties concerned to make them so ; and Dm 
were generally broken as soon as they became burdensoa 
to either party. Moreover, it was extremely doubtful tbil 
a traffic agreement, however drawn, could be enforced againit 
the member breaking it, since the law looked with disfant 
upon such contracts, holding them contrary to the pabb 
interest, which interest naturally demanded the utmost ixtt 
dom of action on the part of transportation companies. 

Not to mention these important considerations the exto- 
•ive Santa Fc mileage with its heavy and increasing trafc 
converging on the Missouri would make a Chicago line one cf 
much value. The great traffic center of the Middle Wat, 
Chicago, then as now, was the great central market; il wu 
the natural source of supply and the natural marliet for 
the territory served by the Santa Fe. It was justly brU 
that for all Santa Fe patrons west of the Missouri BiTcr, 
Chicago offered attractions to shipper and to traveler, 
perior to those of any other western city. For Chica^ w» 
not merely Uie leading central market ; it was the great 
tral point of concentration and distribution for all the Werf, 
the Great Lakes, Canada and the East. And in view of the 
wonderful growth of the Santa Fe railroad. President 
Strong declared, that "The people along our whole syiten. 
above all other things, want direct, rapid, and unobstructed 
communication with Chicago, with only one carrier to de«l 
with in the entire transaction; and they will patronise the 
road which furnishes it." In short, Chicago was the logical 
eastern terminus for the Santa Fe system. A Chioigs 
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^^Bension would relieve the Atchison Company of any fur- 
^^Hr dependence upon connections at the Missouri River and 
^^Hke it independent in competing for all business to and 
V'from the East in so far as its own territory was concerned. 
Furthermore such an extension would enable the Santa Fe 
to make its rates over its own linos between Chicago and the 
Pacific Coast, and between the Great Lakes and the Gulf of 
Mexico, a position to which no other railroad has yet at- 
tained. To do full justice to its traffic requirements, to 
protect its interests by making itself independent of destruc- 
tive competition, and to fulfill its ambition for a railroad 
that would cstend from the Lakes to the Gulf and to the 
Pacific Coast, the Santa Fe must then strike directly from 
Kansas City to Lake Michigan, and under the indomitable 
leadership of William B. Strong, the dream of building to 
Chicago became a splendid reality in tlie year 1887. 

To carry out this project the Cliicago, Santa Fe and Call- 
fomia Railway Company was incorjxirBted unrler the lawi 
of Illinois on December 3rd, 1886. During the previous year 
mrveys had been made between Kansas City and Chicago 
under the nominal direction of C F. Morse of the Kansai 
City stock yards. At the outset three propositioni for glut- 
ting to Chicago had presented themselves. One plan whirli 
was advocated by Chief Engineer Albert A. Robinson in- 
volved the immediate construction of an air line, sulMlan- 
tially the game as the present rout* from Kanjia* City to 
the Mississippi River, and thence running into Chicago on a 
course nearly parallel with the Burlington railruatl. Hiich 
a route would have been considerably aborter tluin tit* lin« 
actually in use to-day. Another plaa |>nTpo*cd waa to bu/ 
the Chicago & Alton Railway, whirh wnalil have given til* 
Santa Fe access to St, Louis aa well a» U> Chicago. But tlw 
Alton ConpMij, U U amid, waated ^,000,000 tor ihdf 
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road and the domiaant interests in Die Santa Fe directorate 
thought this price too high, bo the Alton plan was dropped. 

A third proposition aimed to construct only as much of a 
direct line as was necessary and to purchase such ntinor lines 
as could be used to advantage. This vas the plan which 
finally was adopted. With a compromise policy thus agrveJ 
upon, it was found possible to reduce the amount of main 
line about 100 miles through the purchase of a email road 
leading into Chicago from Pokin, Illinois. Shortly af ter iU 
incorporation, in December, 1886, the Chicago, Santa Fe 
& California Railway Company acquired the road and otlier 
properties of the Cliicago & St. Louis Railway Company, 
which extended from Chicago to Pekin, about 164 mUes, in- 
cluding a short spur from Streator to Coalville. By the 
explicit terras of its charter the Chicago, Santa Fe & Cali- 
fornia was authorized to build an extension of the Chicago 
& St, Louis line from Streator, Illinois, to Fort Madison, 
Iowa, connecting at the latter place with the Chicago, SaoU 
Fe fc California Railway Company of Iowa, which in turn 
was to be joined to an extension of the Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fc from Kansas City. It was authorized, further, 
to construct a line from Pekin to Springfield, Illinois. 

The Chicago & St. Louis Railway Company, which Vht 
Santa Fe absorbed, was known originally in railway cirdci 
as the "Hinckley road." This line was first chartered as 
the Chicago & Plainfield Railroad on February 24th, 1859- 
Nothing worth while seems to have been acconiplislied until 
about the year 1869 when Francis E. Hinckley, a Chicago 
promoter associated with Philip B. Shumway and CoIomI 
Ralpli Plumb, became interested in the enterprise. Th«e 
gentlemen, with Hinckley as President, and some of llwir 
friends, organized the Chicago, Pekin & Southwestern Bail", 
way, and with the financial backing of Moses Taylor, Ptwi-i 
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dent of the National City Bank of New York, started bufld- 
ing in the earlj Seventies. In January, 1878, the road 
was completed from Pckio to Streator, about 6i miles north- 
east in the direction of Chicago; and in 1876 it was opened 
to MazoD Bridge near Coal City, Illinois, about 30 miles 
farther. Subsequently, the rood got into financial troubles 
• — tlie usual fate of small railroads — and in May, 1881, was 
sold under mortgage foreclosure. 

On May 10th, 1882, the Chicago, St. Louis & Western 
Kailroad Company was chartered to establish a line from 
Chicago to Pekin, a distance of about 154 miles. Construc- 
tion began shortly afterward and before the close of the fol- 
lowing year this company had built a railroad between Coal 
City and Chicago. On the 1st day of January, 1882, the 
new corporation absorbed the Chicago, Peltin & South- 
western with all the tatter's property and effects. A year 
later still anotlier railway company, the Chicago & St. Louis, 
was formed, which in turn took over the property of the 
Chicago, St. Louis & Western on May 1st, 1885; and on 
the 21st of the following December the entire Chicago & St. 
Louis railroad was opened for traffic from Chicago to Pekin* 
only to pass to the Clucago, Santa Fe & CaUfomia Railway 
Company within a year. 

As was stated, the last mentioned company had $1,500^ 
000 outstanding against its securities in the form of a prior 
lien and this sum represented the bonded debt of the Chicago 
&, St. Louis road, which obligation the Santa Fe naturally 
assumed when the final transfer took place. The Chicago 
& St. Louis was practically without terminal facilities in 
Chicago, since its tracks ended at an old frame depot on 
SSrd Street. Furthermore, having been strictly a pro- 
'Tie road was still under the presidency of F. E. Hinckley, ils chief 
pWMoter^heDce the "Hinckley road." 
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moter's road, this line was not in good condition. It hid 
numerous heavy grades and was laid with inferior nilii 
which, together with a defective roadbed, made it whollt 
inadequate for the traffic of a trauscoatinental system. 

At Kansas City the terminal situation was less difficdl' 
Already as was pointed out, the Santa Fe bad acquired u 
interest in the Kansas City Belt Line which extended eui 
to Big Blue Junction, eight miles out. The final proUrn 
of getting into Chicago therefore was reduced to the con- 
struction of 360.6 miles of new line between Big Blue June- 
tiim, Missouri, and the town of Ancona, lUinois ; the tf 
building of about 100 miles of the main line of the Chicago 
& St. Louis railroad; and the securing of terminal ngfall 
and facilities in Cliicago. This plan of operation also necei- 
Bitated the construction of numerous bridges, together with 
many overhead crossings. In the matter of bridge build- 
ing, the Missouri and Mississippi rivers alone furnished a 
big undertaking, since both have wide channels, while the 
Missouri is one of the most treacherous and difficult of all 
streams in which to erect piers. No unusual problems in 
roadbed construction were presented except about 100 mile* 
of glacial drift between Bucklin, Missouri, and Fort Madi- 
son, Iowa, which was to prove heavy work. 

With the inception of the Chicago, Santa Fe & California 
Railway Company of Illinois, a company by the same name 
had been chartered in Iowa to construct a railroad from 
Fort Madison, about 16 miles across the southeast comer 
of Iowa and through northern Missouri to connect with the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe at or near Kansas City. On 
the 15th of July, 1887, this Iowa company was merged witb 
the Chicago, Santa Fc & California Railway Coinpaoy of 
Illinois and operations were carried to completion under the 
latter name. 
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To facilitate the work of bridging Uie Missouri and Mis- 

Bjppi Rivers, and for the privilege of collecting tolls when 
the structures were finished, the Sibley Bridge Company and 
the Mississippi Railroad & Toll Bridge Company, capitalized 
at $1,000,000 and $900,000, respectively, were organized 
under Federal charters. Tlic actual capitalized indebted- 
ness of the Sibley Bridge Company represented $850,000 of 
first mortgage bonds; while that of the Mississippi River 
Railroad & Toll Bridge Company was $650,000 in Gimilar 
bonds. The securities of these companies were owned by the 
Chicago, Santa Fe & California Railway Company, which 
guaranteed the interest on the bonds ag a rental of the 
bridges when finished. i 

Having organized for business, the task of putting a rail- 
road into Chicago was thus reduced to field operations — to 
the execution of plans that had been so carefully laid. The 
president, directors and the attorneys for the corporation 
had perfected their organization. It was now left for the 
engineers to build bridges and make the dirt fly. And they 
did. In February, 1887, President Strong ordered Chief 
Engineer Robinson to go ahead, to push the line through 
and have it ready for operation by the end of the year. This 
order was carried literally into effect, and work started all 
along the line with tremendous energy. I 

The grading and bridge building were let to private con- | 
tractors, and approximately five thousand men were em- 
ployed along the entire route. This force was increased 
later by about two thousand railroad track and structural 
workers. The organization of the engineering staff and 
this body of workmen was not unlike that of an army. Over 
the entire enterprise with headquarters in Topeka, but al- 
most continually in the field, was Albert A. Robinson, Chief i 
Engineer. In charge of the Eastern Division from the J 
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Missiasippi to Chicago was V. F. Barr, with headquATtal 
at Fort Madiaon. The Bo-catlcd Western Division br 
Big Blue Junction and the Des Moines River vas nnderlL 
F, Booker, wiiose offices were in Kansas City. 

Complete hamionj prevailed between the Santa Fe i 
the various comjx'ting Uncs, and this mutual good-will aid 
greatly in tlie construction work ; for it thereby became par 
Bible to use the tracks of other lines for assembling Buppbi 
at crossing points. At Carrolton, Missouri, materials i 
received from the Wabash and Burlington roads. At Baci- 
lin, Missouri, the Burlington tracks were again used, ud 
similar services were obtained from the Nortliwest line of tW 
Wabasti at La Plata, 29 miles east. Still farther eastwud. 
similar trackage facilities were obtained as follows: Al 
Hurdland, with the Quincy, Missouri & Pacific; at McdiDi 
with the Keokuk & Western ; at Dallas City and Galesburg, 
nUnoia, with the Burlington, and at Chillicothc, Illinois, with 
the Rock Island. Tliese respective stations range from 
thirteen to forty-eight miles apart, and it was the policy of 
the Santa Fe engineers to converge at one place enough 
track materials and supplies with which to meet the construc- 
tion gangs building from the next point, this echeme msUiig 
it possible to hurry the work along the entire rout« at Uk 
same time. The whole course of operations was thus divided 
into BO many construction divisions at the ends of which 
tile various gangs of men were continually working toward 
each other to close the intervening space. Splendid progrm 
was made, the track being put down at the rate of faur 
miles a day. The last gap was closed at a point not far 
from Medill, Missouri, on December 31st, 1887, at 6 o'clock 
in the evening. But as winter had now set in. it was de- 
cided not to open the line for regular through traffic until 
spring. 
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Utinddeat with the general work of construction and in' 
lordance with tlie plans adopted, the Chicago & St. Louia 
) rebuilt. Not only was heavier steel put down, but 
1; maximum grades were reduced from six-tenths to three- 
tths per cent., or from tliirty-two to sixteen feet per milC) 
t making a railroad fit for heavy traffic. 
puilding the Santa Fe to Chicago required the construc- 
B of five large bridges ; ^ those spanning the Illinois, Missis- 
:, Des Moines, Grand, and Missouri Rivers. References 
I be made only to their general dimensions, together with 
rief discussion of the Sibley bridge, the largest and most 
presentative of the list. Tlie Illinois River bridge had a 
total length of I+.ITS feet, comprising a channel structure 
of 752 feet with three 150 foot spans and one of 308 feet. 
The approaches aggregated more than 200 yards. The 
Fort Madison bridge erected over the Mississippi River was 
authorized by Congress in an Act approved March 3rd, 
1887. Commenced that same month, the bridge was prac- 
tically completed December 71h, 1887, at a bare initial 
cost of over $580,000. It had an extreme length of 2,963 
feet, consisting of eight spans and an east approach of 
about 350 yards. The channel structure comprised four 

Ei each SSty2 feet, one of 275 and two of 150 feet, 
one draw span 400 feet long. The approach had 
ty-four 14-foot spans. Tlie Des Moines River bridge 
wax 900 feet in lengtli, while the structure crossing thej 
Grand River was 459 feet in the clear. 

The Sibley bridge deserves special mention because the* 
shifting courne and peculiar geologiciil conditions of the Mis- 
souri River bed presented serious engineering problems. This 
licture is probably the most imposing bridge of the Santa 
Kot to mentloD a iurge number of email stroctures and < 
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Fe sjatem. It was built under an Act of Congress winch 
became a law July Srd, ISS-I^, granting to the Kansas Citj, 
Topelta & Western Railroad Companj'," its assigns and mic- 
cessors the right to build and maintain a railroad bridge' 
with approaches thereto over the Missouri River at or near 
Sibley in Jackson County, Missouri. The Company *m 
given an alternative of building cither a low bridge with 
spans not less than IGO feet in the clear, or a high bridge 
with spans at least 300 fiet in the clear, the lowest part of 
the super-structure in the latter case to be at least 50 feet 
above high water mark. With the organization of the Chi- 
cago, Santa Fe & California Railway Company these ri^ts 
were transferred to the Sibley Bridge Company, with Albert 
A. Robinson, cliief engineer, and Octave Chanute as con- 
sulting engineer in charge of the enterprise. Associated 
with Mr. Chanute was John F. Wallace, resident engineer, 
eBsisted by W. G. Bretthaupt. Although a low bridge had 
previously been favored, it was at last decided to build a 
high bridge. Through careful surveys it was learned that 
the river bed had shifted about 1,800 feet during the year* 
1878 to 1886. Under such circumstances a low structure 
not only would have caused heavy cspenditurcs for control- 
Lng the channel, but it would have been unfavorable for 
navigation. 

Two points of location, the upper, known as Sibley Point. 
and the lower, called Sibley Beef, were considered favorably 
as a site for the bridge. Ttie upper point was in th« general 

■ His will be remembered as the corporation whereby the- Siuil 
secured entrnntx to Kanftu City and the one in tbe name of wUch the 
Southern Kansas system was purctiased. 

' In addition, the builders were empowered to provide for the pa 
of vehicles and foot passengers at reasonable rnttt of tolL Tbe act of 
I6ST, authorUing the construction of the Fort Madison bridge over tbt 
Misaisalppi, was substaDtiaUy the same in its main provisions. 
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ress was impossible because of heavy storms which comcd 
the structure with snow and ice wliile the thcnnoiiKtef 
ranged from 10 to 25 degrees below zero. Three lives wert 
lost in attempting to carry on the work during this bad 
weather period. 

In order to start traffic over the now road, false work 
strong enou^ to bear trains was erected between piers **" 
and "3" and across a span stiU in construction. The fint 
train crossed the bridge on January 26th, 1888. The woHi 
progressed without delaying traffic and on February 11th, 
1888, the bridge was substantially completed at an outltj 
of more than $770,000. As finished, the Sibley bridge * con- 
tained the following specifications : An east viaduct approach 
of 1,900 feet and no west approach, while the total length 
of the bridge over the channel was 2,153 feet, consisting in 
the main of three 400-foot spans together with one of 2O0, 
one of 250 and two of 175 feet respectively. 

Late in January, 1888, accommodation train service wns 
started over the new line from Argentine, Gimsas. The Kan- 
sas City terminals were not used until tlie 29th of the fol- 
lowing April, when the entire road was taken over by the 
operating department of the Cliicago, Santa Fe & C*&- 
fornia Company. 

To secure terminals in Chicago, the Atchison, Topckft 
& Santa Fe Railroad in Chicago Company was organized 
with Norman Williams, a prominent attorney, as prcBidcat. 
This company had a capital stock of $5,000,000 with an au- 
thorized funded debt of $10,000,000. Of the latter amount 
the sum of $5,500,000 was actually raised and guaranteed 
by the Atchison Company as a separate obligation. The 
funds thus provided were used to build 2.12 milts of railroad 

' In 1S12-13 the bridge wbs greatly enlarged, the beller t 
date bthvy traffic. 
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in the cit}' and to secure necessary trackage and tcnnintl 
properties, such as station, yard, crossing and dock privi- 
leges, together with freight-li ousts and elevator facilities. 
This big undertaking, wliich was consummated in the sum- 
tner of 1887, required many intricate plans and large expcnd-ij 
itures of money. In carrying out tlieir plans the Company 9 
followed a generous and fair policy. There was little or r 
occasion for condemnation proceedings in getting the de- 
sired properties, and about $3,916,000 was exiK-nded for n-al 
estate before any construction work was started in the city. 
A full account of these matters is simply a record of hum* 
drum real estate sales and transfers, the detaili) of which ftPt 
of no special interest or importance here. Numcroui cro«»" J 
ing privileges were obtained largely through common rre!i>"'l 
rocal agreements with other lines. TIic initial vxfwndituFtAl 
in Chicago aggrcgatt^d about $5,700,000, init ilie Bantt FaT 
gained short and direct access to the heart of the city. 

When viewed from a matter-of-fact standffoint tliif iitoryl 
of how the Santa Fe built its line to Chicago dne» not dllTerl 
greatly from many of the entcrpriacn conduclwl by tliil I 
great company. Thus regarded, it ia merely an account of I 
thorough organization, careful planning, of HiTlisrilriil j 
skill, the client handling of tra-ft, of good bargaining, anill 
tactful procedure. But aa to the crxccation of thii jtrojpfflf | 
as to how 100 milu of railroad were r^'buill, arw) th« 1«0 j 
largest rirers of the contiwrnt SUMU-Hfully bridgmlj M i 
how 330 miles of maia Gne, including Vi.UHi ti'^l, nr t 
than nine miles of bridges awf tr«t)M, wfrv e.onn\T*K^*t\, » 
within dcren nonths—thia mtwl rank with th* great enf^ 
necring achievaneiits of the JWli century. 

Yet buiUbg to Oaetgo, splradid prrfunNAfw* «• il WMfl 
did not abMili the npumm tmrip^ ui tlw KUSiMttt, '" 
peka & SanU Fe dornc ^ cvMrt/ol /Mr IWI7. KntriM 
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to St. Joseph, Missouri, was obtuned, first, by constructing 
a 19-niiIe extension of the original main line from AtcIuHOD. 
This work was done under the corporate name of the St. 
Joseph & Santa Fe Railroad Company, Next, a. railrosd 
about 76 miles long which connected St. Josepb with the nrw 
Chicago, Santa Fe & California main line at Lexington 
Junction, Missouri, was purchased from the Wabash Cont- 
pany for about $800,000. These properties, which gave the 
Santa Fe access to St. Joseph from two directions, were 
then consolidated into the St. Joseph, St. Louis & Santa Fe 
Railroad Company and became a valuaUe auxiliary to tbe 
Santa Fe system. 

The St. Louis, Kansas City & Colorado, a small railroad 
which extended from St, Louis, about 61 miles, to UnioDi 
Missouri, was likewise bought that year. This road wu 
completely isolated from the Santa Fe system: but it had 
depot rights in St. Louis. It was considered a stratefpc 
property with which a main line might be connected from 
Kansas City and a foothold thereby secured in the metrop- 
olis as soon as the Santa Fe Company felt justified in build- 
ing another road across the State of Missouri. 

In Eastern Kansas a 46-mi1o branch — tlie Leavenworth. 
Northern & Southern — was built to connect Leavenworth 
with the main line at Wilder. 

In Colorado some trouble arose once more, due, it is said, 
to the refusal of W, S. Jackson of tJie Denver & Rio Grande 
to extend certain trackage concessions north of Pueblo in 
accordance with the final settlement of the Grand Cafioa 
troubles in 1880. Angered by this situation and determined 
once for all to have an independent road to the Colorado 
metropolis, Strong organized the Denver & Santa Fe Rail- 
way Company in March, 1887, and promptly built a 
main line of 116 miles from Pueblo to Denver. Incidentally 
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! made his company secure in the capita] by purchasing 
»r $800,000 the Denver Circle railroad, a terminal line 

K>ut eight miles in extent. 

Not to mention 300 miles of extensions in Indian Terri- 
iory and the Texas Panhandle, which were started the prc- 

ding year, the Santa Fe in 1887 built 502 miles of sundry 
iranch lines in Kansas, This was done under the name of 

s Chicago, Kansas & Western, thus giving that vigorous 

ixiliary a total of over 903 miles of railroad, practically 

[ of which was constructed within two years. 

In Colorado a 10-miIe extension at last brought the 
antn Fe to tlic town of Caiion City, And out in Southern 

klifomia tlie Company was increasing its power by con- 

"ucttng about 185 mUes of branch lines. To bui^d and 
onsolidate these California branches a new corporation, 
called the California Central, was formed, which was soon 
merged with the California Southern and the entire group 
then taken into the Santa Fe combination. 

During 1887 the Atchison, Topcka & Santa Fe Company 
expended for real estate and the construction of new rail- 
roads $40,775,000; it spent over $4,180,000 for improving 
its older lines, and over 4^800,000 for additions and im- 
provements to collateral properties. At the close of this 
reraarJcable year the Company owned, operated and con- 
trolled 7,378 miles of railroad. The little 28-miIe Kansas 
Railroad of 1869 had within eighteen years become one of 
the greatest railroad systems of the world— a system that 
extended from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Coast, from 
Denver to the Gulf of California, and from Kansas to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The dream of Cyrus Hollidsy wm at last fulfilled. 
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